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[ REPUBLIC AcT No.11833]

AN ACT GRANTING PRIME BROADCASTING NETWORK,
INC. A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL,
ESTABLISH, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN RADIO
AND TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS IN
THE PHILIPPINES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Nature and Scope of Franchise. — Subject to
the provisions of the Constitution and applicable laws, rules and
regulations, there is hereby granted to Prime Broadcasting
Network, Inc., hereunder referred to as the Grantee, its successors
or assignees, a franchise to construct, install, establish, operate,
and maintain for commercial purposes and in the public interest,
radio and television broadcasting stations in the Philippines, where
frequencies and channels are still available for radio and television
broadcasting, including digital television system, through



broadcast and other Program and istribution Services apgd

SEC. 2. Manner of Operation, of Stations or Facilities.
The stations or facilities of the Grantee shall be Constructed and
operated in a manper aswill, at Mmost, result only in the minimuym
interference on the Wwavelengthg op frequencies of existing stationg

SEc. 3. Prior Avproyg] of the Nationq] Telecommunicatzbns
Commission, The Grantee shall secure from the Nationa]
Telecom‘munjcations Commissjon (NTC) the appropriate permitg
and licenses for the construction ang Operation of jtg stationg
or facilities and shall not yge any frequency in the radio op
television Spectrum without authorization fyom the NTC. The NTC,
however, shall not unreasonably withhold or delay the grant of
any such authority,

In casge of any violation of the Provisions of thig franchise,
the NTC shal have the authority to revoke or Suspend, after due
brocess, the permits or licengeg it issued Pursuant to the franchise,

The NTC may recommend to Congress of the Philippinesg the -

révocation of the franchise for any violation of the brovisiong of

/
H

the functions of public information and education; conform to the
ethics of honest enterprise; promote audience sensibility ang
empowerment including closed captioning: and not use jtg stations
or facilities for the broadcasting of obscene o indecent language,
speech, act or scene, the dissemination of deliberately false

Commissions, and internationa} humanitarian organizationg duly
recognized by statuteg- Provided, That the NTC shall increase

SEC. 5. Right of the Government. — The radio spectrum
is a finite resource that is part of the nationg] Patrimony, and the
use thereof js g privilege conferred upon the Grantee by the

A special right is hereby reserved to the President of the
Phih'ppines, in times of war, rebellion, public peril, calamity,
émergency, disaster, or disturbance of beace and order: tq
temporarily take over and operate the stations or facilities of the
Grantee; to temporarily Suspend the operation of any station or
facility in the interest of public safety, security, and public welfare:
or to authorize the temporary yge and operation thereof by any
agency of the government, upon dye Compensation to the Grantee,

for the use of said stations o facilities during the period when
these shall be SO operated.
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SEC. 6. Term of Franchise, — This franchige shall be in
effect for a period of twenty-five (25) years from the effectivity of
this Act, unless sooney revoked or cancelled. Thig franchige
shall be deemed pso facto revoked in the event the Grantee fails
to operate continuously for two (2) years,

" SEc. 8, Warranty in Favor of the Nationgl and Locgl
Governments. —The Grantee shall hold the nationa], provincial,
city, and municipa] governments of the Philippineg free from a1
claimg, h'abilities, demands, or actiong arising out of accidents
causing injury to persons or damage to Properties, during the
construction or operation of the stations of the Grantee.

SEC. 9. Commitment to Provide and Promote,the-Creation
of Employmens Opportunities. ~ The Grantee shall create
employment Opportunities ang accept on-the-job trainees jp

SEc. 10. Sale, Lease, Transfer, Grant of Usufruct, or
Assignmeny of Franchige. — The Grantee shall not sell, lease,



The annual report shall include an update on the
commencement of activities, development, operation, and
expansion of business; audited financial statements; latest GIS
officially submitted to the SEC, if applicable; certification of the
NTC on the status of its permits and operations; and an update
on the dispersal of ownership undertaking, if applicable.

The reportorial compliance certificate issued by Congress
shall be required before any application for permit or certificate
is accepted by the NTC.

SEC. 13. Fine. — Failure of the Grantee to submit the
requisite annual report to Congress shall be penalized by a fine of
Five hundred pesos (P500.00) per working day of noncompliance
to the NTC. The fine shall be collected separately from the
reportorial penalties imposed by the NTC, and it shall be remitted
to the Bureau of the Treasury.

SEC. 14. Equality Clause. ~ Any advantage, favor,
privilege, exemption, or immunity granted under existing
franchises, or which may hereafter be granted for radio ‘and
television broadcasting, upon prior review and approval of
Congress, shall become part of this franchise and shall be accorded
immediately and unconditionally to the herein Grantee: Provided,
That the foregoing shall neither apply to nor affect the provisions
of broadcasting franchises concerning territorial coverage, the
term, or the type of service authorized by the franchise.

SEC. 15. Repealability and Nonexclusivity Clause. — This
franchise shall be subject to amendment, alteration, or repeal
by Congress when the public interest so requires and shall not
be interpreted as an exclusive grant of the privileges herein
provided for.

SEC. 16. Separability Clause. — If any of the sections
or provisions of this Act is held invalid, all other provisions not
affected thereby shall remain valid.

SEC. 17. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, orders,
resolutions, instructions, rules and regulations, and other
issuances or parts thereof which are inconsistent with the

provisions of this Act are hereby repealed, amended, or
modified accordingly.

SEC. 18. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect fifteen @15)
days after its publication in the Official Gazette orin a newspaper
of general circulation.

Approved,

of Representatives

This Act which originated in the House of Representatives
was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate
of the Philippines on September 20, 2021 apd Jaguary 31, 2022,
respectively.
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MYRA MARIE D. VILLARICA

Secretary of the Senate ¢
s¢ of Represkntatives
Approved:
Lapsed %o saw on _JUN 0 2 2022

without the signature of the Presi
dent, in accordance with Article VI,
Secticn 27 (1) of the Constitution.

RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE
President of the Philippines

0



