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[ REPUBLIC ACT N0.10925]

AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25)
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO REPUBLIC
BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC., PRESENTLY KNOWN
AS GMA NETWORK, INC., AMENDING FOR THE
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7252, ENTITLED "AN
ACT GRANTING THE REPUBLIC BROADCASTING
SYSTEM, INC. A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT,
INSTALL, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN RADIO AND
TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS IN THE
PHILIPPINES"

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Republic Act No. 72562 is hereby amended to
read as follows:

"SECTION 1. Nature and Scope of Franchise.
— Subject to the provisions of the 1987 Constitution
and applicable laws, rules and regulations, the



framchose granted 1o Regublic Broadeasting System,
Inc., presently known as GMA Neswork, Ine.,
areander referred to as the grontes, 1ts suotesedrs
or assignees, under Hepublhic Act No, 7262 to
construct, install estabbeh operate and msintain
for commercial purposes and in the public interest
radio and tedvisia beiadessting stations in the
Philippiois. includieg dagital tedevision system,
theough socrowave, satellite, tervostrial or whatever
means. oe the use of any new techanlboges in televisan
and rato systems. with the corresponding suxihary,
spomal teoadeast and other program and dhstribution
servacee and relsy statwoms, and to install radio
commurscatyn Solities for the grantes s private wee
i A5 broadeast servioes i hereby renewnd for another
toenty-Svo (25) years from the effectivity of this Act.

"Sect 2. Manser of Operation of Stations or
Focditses, — The stations or Bohites of the grantse
.Efggaig-ta!-gt

or uther sations whoch may be establshed by law,
Wilnout 4n any way dumarishong s own right to use
1te assigned wavelengthe or fregoencies and the
quabty of ternamussicn o rocepton thespon as abould
maximize rendition of the grantec's seevices andior
the avadlakbdity thereol.

*Sec. 3. Prior Apgroval of the National
Telecommunications Commission. - The grantee
shall secure from the Naticoal Telecommurosations
Commssron INTC) the appropriate permits and
licerses for its statsons and shall mot use any
frequancy 1 the radio/television spectrum without
havirg been suthorized by the NTC.

“Sec A Responwibility to the Puldic. - Tiw
grantee shall provide froe of charge. adeguates pubhe
#ervice tue which 1s ressonable and sufficsent to
enable the povernment, through the broadessting
statwes or facilitses of the grantee, to reach the
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pertinent population/s o portions thereof on
impartant pablic issues and relay important public
announcements and warnings as necessity, Urgency
or lyw may require; provide at all trmes sound and
balanced programming; promots public particapation;
aasist in the funetsons of public information and
edwestion: conform to the ethics of honsst enterprise;
promots awdwace sensibality and empowerment
through, but not limited to, closed captiomng; and
not use its stataons or facilities for the broadcasting
of obsesne and indescnt laxguage, speoch, act or scors;
or for the dissemination of deliberately false
nfarmation or willful misrepresentation, to the
detriment of the public interest, or to incite,
ecnurape, or asist in subversive or tressonsble acts.

*Public service time referred herein shall be
equivalent t ten peroent (10°6) of the paid commerncials
or advertisements which shall be allcested based on
need to the executive, legislative, judiciary,
constitutional commissions and international
humanitarian organizations duly recognized by
statutes:  Procided, That the NTC shall increase the
publis: service time in case of emergency or calamity.
The NTC shall issue rules and regulations for this

~ The grantse, its succeasors or assigness shall
comply with the applicable labor standards under
exasting lakor laws, rules and regulations snd such
other lsuance as may be promulgated by the
Department of Laber and Employment, taking isto
conskderation the nature and peculiaritiss of the
broadesst industry.

~ "BEC. 6. Rightof the Governseent, - A spocial
right is hereby ressrved to the President of the
Philippines, in times of waz, rebellion, public pesil,
calamity, emenguncy, disaster of serious disturbance
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of peace and order: to temporarily take over snd
operate the stations or facilities of the grantee; to
tempararily suspend the operation of any station or
facility in the intercst of public safety, security and
public welfare; or to authorize the temporary use and
operstion thareaf by any agency of the povernment,
upon dioe comspenantion to the grantes, for the use of
the stations or facilities of the grantee during the
period when these shall be so operated.

*Swe, 7, Tersof Franchise. ~ Thas franchis
shall be in effect for » paried of twenty-five (25) yesrs
from thwe elSactivity of this Act, unboss sconer revoked
orcancelled, [n the evennt the grantoe foils to operate
continseusly for two (2) years, this franchise shall be
doemsed o facto revoked.

"SEC. 8. Acceptonce ond Compligace. — This
franchice shall become efactive upon soorpLanse given
in writing by the grantee to the Congress of the
Philippines, through the Committes on Legislative
Franchises of the Houss of Representatives and the
Commattee on Public Services of the Senate, within
sixty (60) dayw from the effectivity of this Act. Upon
giving such scoptance, the grantee shall exerase
the prvvidepes granted under this Act. Neawocepeance
of the grantes ehall reader the franchase void.

“Sec. 9. Tax Prowsions. — The grantee, its
suconesors Or sesapneds shall continge to be subjoct
to all applicable taxes, duties, fees or charges and
other impositions under Republic Act No. §424,
otherwise known as “The National Internal Revenue
Code of 1997", 35 smended. Republic Act No. 7160,
otherwise known s The Local Government Code of
1991, as amended, and other applicable laws,

*Sec. 10, Self-regulction by and Undertaking
of Grantee. ~ The grantee shall not require any
previous censoeship of any speech, play, act ar scene,
orother matter to be broadeast andlor telecast from
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”M.ﬂa. matter should 885_.8148_»:3 of the
law or infringement of a private nirr z..o grantee
shall be free from any Lability, civil or criminal, for
such speech, play, act or soene, arother 558.3.?!
its statsong: Prowded, That the grantee, during any
gngnggsegagoogi
the speech, play, act or soene, or other matter .x.znn
gg%trﬁk?é?iﬁs
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o the languspe used therein or the theme thereof is
indscent or immaral: Provided, further, That willful
failure to do 80 shall constitute a valid cause for the
cancellation of this feanchise.

"Sgc. 11, Warraaty in Favor of National and
Local Governments, — The grantee shall hold the
national, provingal, aity and municipsl governments
of the Philippines free from all claimss, accounts
demands or actions arismyg out of accsdents or injunes,
whether to property or to persons, caused by the
conetruction or operation of the stations of the grantes,

*86C. 12 Sale, Leuse, Transfer, Usufruct or
Aseignment of Fronchise. — The grantee shall not
sell, lease, transfer, grant the usufruct of nor assign
this franchise or the rights and privileges acgquired
thereunder to any person, firm, company,
corporation or other commercial or legal entity, noe
merge with any other corpoeation ar entity, nor
shall the controlling interest of the grantes be
trapaferred, whether a= a whole or in parts, and
whether simultancously or contemporaneossly, to
any such private person, firm, company, carporation
ar eptity without the price approval of the Congress
of the Philippines: Prowided, That any person or
entity to which this feanchise is sold, transferred
or assigned shall be subject to all the same
conditions, terms, restrictions, and limitations of
thas Act.
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"SEC. 13. General Brondeast Policy Law. —
The grantee shall comply with and be subject to a.ro
provisions of a general broadeast policy law, which
Congress may hereafter enact.

*SEC, 14. Reportorial Requirement. — The
grantee shall submit an annual report to the Congress
of the Philippines, through the Committee on
Legislative Franchises of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Public Services of the Senate,
on 1ts compliance with the terms and conditions of
the franchise and on its operations on or before
April 30 of every year during the term of the franchise.

"SEC. 15. Equality Clause. — Any advantage,
favor. privilege, exemption, or immunity granted
under existing franchise, or which may hereafter be
granted for radio and/or television broadessting, upon
prior review and approval of Congress, shall become
part of this franchise and shall be accorded
immediately and unconditionally to the herein
grantee: Provided, That the foregoing shall not apply
to nor affect provisions of broadeasting franchises
concerning territory covered by the franchise, the
lifegpan of the franchise or the type of service
authorized by the franchise,

"SEC.16. Separability Clause. — If any of the
sections or provisions of this Act is held invalid, all

the other provisions not affected thereby shall remain
vahd.

"SEC. 17, Repealabili ty and Nonexclusivity
Clause. - This franchise thall be subject to
amendment, alteration, or repeal by the Congress of
the Phlippines when the public interest o requires

and shall not be interpreted as an exclusive
. grant of
the privileges heremn provided for.

"SEC.18. x x x"

LUt 1 1! take effect fifteen
SEC. 2. Effectivity. This Act sha : :
(15) days after its publication in the Official Gazette or in a
newspaper of general circulation.

Approved,
N A %‘\
>MWW‘=M.._AO_AO€ NTELII  PANTALEON D.
President of the Senate Speaker of the/HBduse

of Represeptatives

This Act which originated in the House of Representatives
was passed by the House of Representatives on
January 16, 2017, amended by the Senate on March 13, 2017,
and which amendments were concurred in by the
House of Representatives on March 14, 2017.
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LUTGARDO B. BARBO C
Secretary of the Senate

House of xmv entatives

Approved: ppr ¢ 1 2017
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ROD A DUTERTE
President of the Philippines
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