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AN ACT PROVI DI NG FOR THE CONVERSI ON OF
SELECTED MUNI CI PAL MAI N HEALTH CENTERS AS
MAY BE DETERM NED BY MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES AND BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH | NTO MUNI CI PAL HEALTH | NFI RMARI ES
AND APPROPRI ATI NG FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Philippines in Congress assenbl ed:

SECTION 1. Declaration of Policy. - It is hereby declared
the policy of the State to give primary concern to the
pronmotion, protection, preservation or restoration of the
health of the people through the provision and delivery of
basi c care services.



SEC. 2. Conversion of Minicipal Main Health Centers to
Muni ci pal Health Infirimaries. - Pursuant to the above
policy, selected nunicipal main health units as nay be
deternined by the Menbers of the House of Representatives and
the Departnent of Health shall be converted into five-bed
capacity nunicipal health infirmaries.

SEC. 3. Criteria for Conversion. - The Departnent of Health
and the Menbers of the House of Representatives shall be
gui ded by the following criteria in the conversion of such
nmuni ci pal main health centers:

(a) Absence of public health care facilities such as
clinics or hospitals in the area;

(b) Ceographical consideration such as renoteness or
i solation of conmunities fromthe mainland of a province by
bodi es of water or by form dable nmountain terrain;

(c) Inaccessibility to towmns with nedical care facilities
due to lack of transportation facilities; and

(d) Ceneral insufficiency of nmedical care facilities of the
provi nce or islands.

SEC. 4. Selection of Sites for Minicipal Health Infirmary.
- The regional health director through the provincial health
of ficer shall recomrend the main health centers which shal
be converted into runicipal health infirmaries in accordance
with the criteria set forth in the precedi ng section:
Provi ded, That, in the first year of inplenenting this Act,
the health infirmaries shall be established in nunicipalities
and cities enunerated in the attached |ist.

SEC. 5. Responsibilities and Duties. - The nunicipal health
infirmary shall have the followi ng responsibilities and
duties:

(a) Admit and extend first-aid treatnent for emergency
cases;

(b) Transfer or refer patients to better-equipped
government or private hospitals when necessary as soon as
such patients are out of immedi ate danger; and

(c) Provide basic health service to the people.

SEC. 6. Staffing Pattern and Required Personnel. - The
exi sting nedical staff and personnel of the rmunicipal min
health units concerned shall constitute the personnel of the
infirmaries so established and, in addition thereto, w thout
prejudi ce to appointing additional health personnel as may be
deterni ned necessary by the Departnent of Health.



SEC. 7. Equi prment and Supplies. - The Departnment of Health
shall. aside from drugs and nedici nes, provide each infirmary
with the foll ow ng equi pnent:

(a) Basic sets for abnormal maternal delivery;

(b) M nor surgical sets for suturing and repair of wounds;

(c) Transfusion or infusion sets;

(d) Mcroscope and | aboratory sets for cross matchi ng and
typing, and identification of malarial and anpebic parasites;

(e) Opthal noscopic and ostopic sets for EENT cases;
(f) Trachetony sets;

(g) Basic fracture set boards or netal frames for
fractures;

(h) Intravenous sets;
(i) Anbo bags for respiratory resuscitation; and
(j) Local anesthetics or narcol eptics.

SEC. 8. Transfer of Personnel, Assets and Records. - The
properties, records, obligations and appropriations of the
nmuni ci pal main health units concerned shall be transferred to
the infirmaries so established.

SEC. 9. Rules and Regul ations. - The Secretary of Health
shall issue the necessary rules and regul ations for the
effective inplenmentation of this Act.

SEC. 10. Appropriations. - The anpunt necessary to carry
out the provisions of this Act shall be included in the
General Appropriations Act of the year following its
enactment into | aw and thereafter

SEC. 11. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

Approved,

NEPTALI A. GONZALES RAMON V.
M TRA
Presi dent of the Senate Speaker of the House
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