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Be it ¢ s in Congress assembled:

of the Philippine
' ¢t.—This Act shall be known as

Sgotion 1. Nams of A'Security and Benefit Act.”

the “Witness Protection,

' artment
c. 2. Implementation of Progmm.—:cl‘}le ]])D:I?artment,
S? .sstic.:e‘ hereinafter referred to as e D ont. &
Tnron h it;s Secrétary, shall formulate a O et
?‘};;’(i)tl:lfess Protection, Security and Benursuant gran,
hereinafter referred to as the P;'Of}f_amA (g
i isions o is ..
gistent with the provisi
" call upon any departmel.l’c, :)13:9?:1:
r any other executive agency tola::;:tolfgces s
ey Otation of the Program and the la T O omec.
glemec;ler legal duty and obligation to render s
e un

The Department may

SEc. 8. Admission m
has witnessed or hgs
commission of a.crlme an
‘or about to testify bgforet
body, or before any 1nv?s.
mitted into the Program:
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to the Program.—Any ;.)ersoxi1 v:llllc;
knowledge or informa'tlon o.f e
d has testified or 18 tfas'tlds.n_a]
any judicial or quasi-ju 1c1d-
igating authority, may be a
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, f _ Provided, That:

a) The offense in which his testimony will be used is a
grave felony as defined under the Revised Penal] Code,
or its equivalent under special laws;

b) His testimony can be substantially corroborated in
[its material points;

<) He or any member of his family within the second
civil degree of consanguinity or affinity js subjected to
threats to his life or bodily injury or there is a likelihood
that he will be killed, forced, intimidated, harassed or cor-
rupted to prevent him from testifying, or to testify falsely
- Or evasively, because or on account of his testimony; and

d) He is not a law enforcement officer, even if he would
be testifying against other law enforcement officers. In
‘such a case, only the immediate members of his family

may avail themselves of the protection provided for under
:this Act.

" If the Department, after exami
and other relevant facts, is convin

of this Act and its implementing rules and regulations
have been complied- with, it shall admit saig’ applicant
to the Program, require said witness to execute a sworn

"statement detailing his knowledge or inform
0

nation of said applicant
ced that the requirements

es of this Act, any such person

pon the me n of the Jegislative committee
fexe his testimony is needed when in its judgment,there

pressing ‘necessity therefor:  Provided, That such rec-
) endation Is approved by the President g;f ‘the ‘Senate
or “the Speaker of“the House ‘of Representatives, as the
Case may e, i ot T R

oo v



&

134

SEC. 5. Memorandum of Agreemgnt W1t@ the P{;T:ML gﬁ
be: Protected.—Before a person .18 provxded pxc()i e; v
‘un'dér'«'this : Act, he .ghall first exgcute a mgrr}?i?.n \; o of
.agreexhent which shall set forth his responsibilities 1

ing:"““"""‘” AR ' : ) . - i . . -

' ;1)' ‘.‘T(.)“teé‘tify before and provide 1nf‘ormatlon to_all _ax;l
propriate law. enforcement Qfﬁclalg conc':ernmg a

e 'a,pprdﬁr'i'-éte proceedings in connection with or aris-

.

i 1iing'V from the activities involved in the offense

. “ch‘arged,l ‘ B

) }!,,‘f.i)’){"; ’fé)(g\‘gtild the commission of a crime; .

c) -.'I;O:ltake all necessary precautions: to avoid tg::ﬁ)cx;

’ ‘tion.by others of the facts concerning the pro

hine ”&fi"oz\}idéd him under this Act; T

f: ;xd)}tl'l‘o :;rr;;ly with legal obligations and civil judgments

. ;... againsthim;

o i 1l reasonable requests
® '(I)-‘;J gg?c?ei?t:n:lvlte};n;iz?::: t(?f a‘che Government who

are providing protection under this Act; and -

f) .'To*‘regularly'inform the appropriate program official
of his current activities and' address.

. SEC L:G/?Iilh"édch of the Memorandwum of jﬁlm’ecmcn:}.—l—1
Substz;.ht;al breach of the memorand;m of 3%3?;22 vsid:; .
ination of the protecti
be a ground for the terrpma D ermi-
r-this+Act: Provided, however, .
:llzsiilg. guch protection, the Secre'car;ghoft Jus.tlgiioihz;lé
i ' i d of the termin
_notice to the person involve . . :
iﬁgflaprotection,:provided under this Act, stating theljjem
the‘ ’reaso'n for such terminatxog. ‘ | o
R RN LN ST T T ov 'P?%C(ZG(HH-,(]S.J—-AH proceedings
'ggc. 7, Confidgntidlity of Proccetitid =ty eram and
invo}ving-apphcatxon for admission 1 0 e T are
e ‘nction. taken the shall be confidenti e.
the action- taken thereon sSnai - e
'No information ts given or submitted in:
formation or documentis. ¢
'g?ript}iéréof shall be released except upon written order

of the Department or the proper court.
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i ] -+ Any person who violates the confidentiality of said
1} - proceedings shall upon conviction be punished with im-
"prisonment of not less than one (1) year but not more
~than six (6) years and deprivation of the right to held
3 public office or employment for a period of five (5)
‘ years.

. SEC. 8. Rights and Benefits.—The Witness shall have the
yfollowing rights and benefits: '

. a) To have a secure housing facility until he has tes-
“ltified or until the threat, intimidation or harassment dis-
- appears or is reduced to a manageable or tolerable level.
When the circumstances warrant, the Witness shall be
. entitled to relocation and/or change of personal identity
: at the expense of the Program. This right may be extend-
.ed to any member of the family of the Witness within
.the second civil degree of consanguinity or affinity.

b) The Department shall, whenever practicable, assist
_the Witness in obtaining a means of livelihood. The Wit-
. ness relocated pursuant to this Act shall be entitled to a
(financial assistance from the Program for his support
- and that of his family in such amount and for such dura-
~ tion as the Department shall determine.

1 ¢) In no case shall the Witness be removed from or
Jdemoted in work because or on account of his absences
due to his attendance before any judicial or quasi-judicial
body or investigating authority, including legislative in-
vestigations in aid of legislation, in going thereto and in
ming therefrom: Provided, That his employer is notified
tihi'_ough a certification issued by the Department, within
ra'period of thirty (30) days from the date when the
; itriess"last reported for work: Provided, further, That
in"the case of prolonged transfer or permanent relocation,
tTle”employér shall have the option to remove the Witness
from employment after securing clearance from the De-
partment, upon the recommendation of the Department
of Labor and Employment. ' - :
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i ort for work because 0

: itness who failed to rept : e of

'?nisvg\ttgr shall be paid his equivalent salarlesozga:i/o ﬁed

“‘ctr::sponding to the number of da}tfsb;f a}fftnczny asione
| " this ,

Program. For purposes o s

b’sfr :b:a;) «lshgall constitute a full day salary orozla;gznt e
v(;)rov'ision shall be applicable to both gove

ivate employees. . ;
pn:ll;:Td ‘be‘ provided with reasonable trav'elhnghe:;rl)::ji;
nd subsistence allowance by the. Program in :E:ndance i
. the Department may determiné for his atte dance ¥
a; urt Ebddy' or authority where his test.lmony is ? i o;-
J:).se\:'(:zll: a’sf‘conferences and interviews with prosecuto
“investigating officers. - - : N
' é)‘Toz ’ﬂe"pi;ovi'déd with vfree‘l:ne'dlcal tr?ﬁ::sesngx;ﬁid
‘talization and. medicines for any Injury oz il S
 or suffered by him because of witness duty ltnt ny PV
or publiéllidspital, clinic, or at any such institu
.expense -of ‘the Program. . .
o If a Witness is killed, because of his partw}plazzzeg;
*'Athf)Progralm his heirs’ shall be entitled to 2 g{l)l(;‘lgo) neft
dfe-}not less éhan Ten thousand pesos (?1(1):11 t;eneﬁts m
‘the Program exclusive of any otylet.' s1r]m ‘s
may be entitled ‘to under other existing aw.. N
' Y “In case of death or permanent ‘incapacity, h(liS cr:ﬁ(m
g()1e :ﬁdent ‘children shall be e.ntitled to free oer u ri;,até
’fgiom?ﬁrimary to ‘college _1eve1 in g;xy dséttz(x::’clfar,rl inedpbv e
“igchiool, "¢ “or university as may be nined
'sl‘;hoo:"br;?!li:g?a: ‘long 'as- they-'shall have qualified thereto.
i epa N ) 7 L . L . . .
P s 2T R A B P R . herea
- ggc. <€ 3 Trial—In any case WIELE
i ‘9. Speedy Hearing o : Py
' Wiﬁis‘ss?adrgitted' into .the Program z.shal.l testlgz) :11;; Js e
) "11 o;' quas’i-judicial‘body, or'investlggtmg 1aiu o o
”t i trial and sha -
‘a8 .a speedy: hearing oOT . , o e
?i&:fitslll;ssaid I;)roceeding within three (3) months fro
~filing of the case.” " ‘ : ' er. S -
' gge, 110, Siﬁ&te"Witvzéss.—An?{ person W(};o .:‘12: fﬁa;elga
ipated. in the commission of &' 'crime 'and desi

o |
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witness for the State, can apply and, if qualified as deter-
mined in this Act and by the Department, shall be admitted

into the Program whenever the following circumstances
are present:

9..) The offense in which his testimony will be used is
a grave felony as defined under the Revised Penal
Code or its equivalent under special laws;

b) ‘There is absolute necessity for his testimony;

c) There is no other direct evidencae available for the
proper prosecution of the offense committed;

d) His testimony can be substantially corroborated on
its material points;

-¢) He does not appear to be most guilty; and

o ,‘f’) He has not at any time been convicted of any crime
: " involving moral turpitude.

An accused discharged from an information or criminal
complaint by the court in order that he may be a State
Witness pursuant to Sections 9 and 10 of Rule 119 of the
Revised Rules of Court may upon his petition be admitted
_to the Program if he complies with the other requirements
‘of this Act. Nothing in this Act shall prevent the dis-
‘charge of an accused, so that he can be used as a State
*Witness under Rule 119 of the Revised Rules of Court.

x;rHSEC. 11. Sworn Statement.—Before any person is admit-
Jted into. the Program pursuant to the next preceding
.Section he:shall execute a sworn statement describing in
;.. detail:the manner in which the offense was committed and
- his participation therein. If :after said examination of
id person, his sworn statement and other relevant facts,
El}e Department is satisfied that the requirements of this
Act and its implementing rules are complied with, it may
?admit such person into the Program and issue the cor-
esponding - certification. o ’
.I-! TR
g Tf
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,é‘(gpplication for admisSion is denied, said sworn
tement and any other testimony given in support of

T
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aid application shall not be admissible in ev1dencc, excep
salt a -
'for ‘impeachment- purposes. - | | |
éEc 12Eﬁect o‘fﬂAdmi’ss'ion of a State Wézto}zﬁss Pzggrz;}:g
e i i ission into the
' —The certification of admissio into rog

.P7,9g}:: %éphrtment‘shall be given full faith and cdleglott 1?(,)
EI{ “provineial or' city prosecutor who is requirec no to
i ehf)de the Witness in'the criminal complaint or ;nfor na-
;Iilgn and if: included therein, to petlﬁxl(?n (;ches c;)usrtate iy

i Jin’ order that he can be utilized a /
g:e:h?r%i;lc:urt shall order the dlsch?,rge and exclusion
of tl.lé,said_accused from the informatmn.. | tato
’ Admiésion into the Program shall ent;tle ’suclé :he
Witness to immunity from criminal .prosecut}on or e
offense or offenses in which his testimony will be give

‘¢ ‘used and all the rights and benefits provided undgr
Section'. 8 hereof. ..
g 18, Failu 1 of the Witness to Testify.—
. 13. Failure or Refusa . -
AnS;rE %Vifﬁess registered in the Program w.ho fa;ls.zztregsse
%o . testify or to continue to testify without J  cause
2 gﬁeﬁ lawfully obliged to do so, shall be _prc;sec; ed for
Evvétm’cempt. If he testifies falsel'y or evasn;,e t:t’-,e i
be liable to prosecution for perjury. If ?‘1 e
fails or refuses to testify, or testifies falsg y c;:‘ ; muni‘q;
or ‘v}iolates any condition accompan.ymg such unvb o
F):"t(h"(')ut just cause as determined in a heau'mdgrheySha11
g;opér?court his immunity shall be 1remo_ved :ir:m ol
ub ’ ' imi rosecution.
“aubiect to contempt or criminal p '
gges?:flzc’enjoyment of all rights and-benefits under t}n
| “Shiall’ o1 inated.
‘Act shall’be deemed termina . -
' E”'ll"‘hé‘rWitness may, however, purge hxmsglie of t:hi zc;n{t;:e
rr;zzicidué_ acts by testifying at any appropriate s ge of
proceedings. | o .
SEC 14J Compelled Testimom/.—;-}.&my \?)’nggssload;?l:; 1
he ns . (
into, the Progranjl‘ purgg@{}t '901 Se?t'm"”'-denée' or produce
At :'ca‘.nﬁbt refuse to tgstlfy or g.u'/e evidel Do e
‘fbsék'é” documents, records or writings necessary
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prosecution of the offense or offenses for which he has
been"'admitted into the Program on-the ground of the
constitutional right against self-incrimination but he shall
enjoy -immunity from criminal prosecution and cannot be
\ subjected to any penalty or forfeiture for any transaction,
. matter or thing concerning his compelled testimony or
';bvo‘,ks‘. dox:uments, records or writings produced.

In case of refusal of said Witness to testify or give
evidence or produce books, documents, records, or writings,
on the ground of the right against self-incrimination, and
the state prosecutor or investigator believes that such
-evidence is absolutely necessary for a successful prosecution
‘of the offense or offenses charged or under investigation,
he, with the prior approval of the Department, shall file

‘a petition with the appropriate court for the issuance of
an order requiring said Witness to testify, give evidence
or produce the books, documents, records,
_described, and the court shall issue the pro

) The court, upon motion of the state pro

vestigator, shall order the arrest and detention of the

Witness in any jail contiguous to the place of trial or
nvestigation until such time that the Witness is willing

-to give such testimony or produce such documentary evi-
~dence. ’

i

and writings
per order.
secutor or in-

" SEC. 15. Perjury or Contempt.—No Witness shall be
exempt from prosecution for perjury or contempt commit.-
zted while giving .testimony or producing evidence under
¢ compulsion pursuant to this Act. The penalty next higher
in degree shall be imposed in case of conviction for per-
~jury. The procedure prescribed under Rule 71 of the Rules
of Court shall be followed in contempt proceedings but the
enalty to be imposed shall not be less than one (1) month
:h}lt ;nd.t more than one (1) year imprisonment.

oy SEC. 16. Credibility of Witness.—In all criminal cases,
“t;}‘)gfactof the entitlement of the Witness to the protection
and benefits provided for in this Act shall not be admissible
in evidence to diminish or affect his credibility.
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. SEC. 17. Penalty for Harassment of Witness—Any per-
sonwho harasses 2 Witness ,and thereby hinders, .delays,
prevents or dissuades. a Witness from; -

a) "Attending'dr 'testifying‘before any judicial or qugsi—
.judicial j-bédly "Or"investigating authority; .

b) Repdi‘tipg"to a law enforcement officer or judge the
commission or possible commission of an offense, or a
violation “of conditions or ‘probation, parole, or release
pending Fudicial proceedings;
e _Seeking thé arrest of another person in connection
with ‘the offense; o

) Causing a criminal prosecution, or a proceeding for
‘the reyocation of & parole or probation; or

" ) Performing and enjoying the rights and benefits .

u,x,l’_qc,i"‘jchis Act or attempts to do so, shall be fined not
more than Three thousand pesos (P3,000.00) or ‘suffer
imprisonment of not Jess than six (6) months but not
more than one (1) year, or both. He shall also sufler
the penalty of perpe‘_cual .disqualiﬁca_tion from holding
public office in case of a public officer.

SEC. 18. Rules and Regulations.—The Department shall
‘promulgate :such rules and regulations as ‘may be neces-
sary to implement the intent and purposes of this -Act.
Said rules and regulations shall be published in two
(2) mewspapers of general circulation. |

‘SEc. 19. Repealing Clause.—All laws, .decrees, executive
_issuanges, rules ‘and regulations .inconsistent with this
.Act -are hereby repealed or ‘modified" accordingly.

Sre, 20 Funding—The amopnt of Ten million pases
(P10,000,000.00) “is ‘héreby authoyized to be appropriated
out of any funds’in the National Treasury not otherwise
appropriated ‘to carry into’ effect the purpose of this Act.

. Expenses !incurred "in the ‘implementation of the Pro-
. .. ity 1. N ' " "y

', : e NS IR e [ . .
gram may be'récovered as part’ of :che_'cost or indemnity

SRR

i NATELI RN

imposed ‘upon thé:accused.
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A » i
Furthermore, other funding schemes or sources subject
)

to the limitation g
ance hereof. s of the law, shall be allowed in further-

SE(?. 2'1. Separabz‘lity Clause~The declaration of un-
constitutionality or invalidity of any provision of this Act

¢ shall not affect the other provisions hereof.

aftSEchfZZ. Effzctivity Clause.—This Act shall take effect
er fifteen (15) days following its publication in two (2)
newspapers of general circulation.

Approved, April 24, 1991.
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