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Indeed, the determination of the identity of a public land is within the DENR’s
exclusive jurisdiction to manage and dispose lands of the public domain.” By
reason of its special knowledge and expertise over matters falling under its
jurisdiction, the DENR 1is in a better position to pass judgment on whether or not a
piece of land is public or private, and to grant or deny an MSA over a public land,
and its findings of fact are generally accorded great respect, if not finality, by the
courts as long as they are supported by substantial evidence, even if such evidence
is not overwhelming or even preponderant.'® Thus, no reversible error was
committed by the CA in deferring to the findings of the DENR as to the character
of the subject land as an accretion to respondent Cement Center, Inc.’s lands. It is
seftled that alluvial deposits along the banks of a creck or a river do not form part
of the public domain as the alluvial property automatically belongs to the owner of
the estate to which it may have been added."!

SO ORDERED. (Rosario, J., demgnated Additional Member per Special
Order No. 2797 dated November 5, 2020 )”
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