REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
SUPREME COURT
Manila

SECOND DIVISION

NOTICE

Sirs/Mesdames:

Please take notice that the Court, Second Division, issued a Resolution
dated 16 November 2020 which reads as follows:

“G.R. No. 247503 (People of the thhppmes v. Jan Mark Viliran
also known as “Mac-Mac”). —

The Case

This appeal seeks to reverse the Decision! dated October 30, 2018 of
the Court of Appeals in CA-G.R. CR-HC No. 02473, affirming the conviction

of Jan Mark Viliran alias “Mac-Mac” (appellant) for violation of Sectlon 5,
Article II of Republic Act No. 9165 (RA 9165).2

The Proceedings Before the Trial Court

Appellant was charged with illegal sale of dangerous drugs under
Section 5, Article [I of RA 9165, viz.;

That on or about [the] 26 May 2015 in the City of Dumaguete,
Philippines and within the jurisdiction of the Honorable Court, the said
accused JAN MARK VILIRAN ak.a. “Mac-[M]ac”, did, then and there
willfully, unlawfully, and criminally sell, deliver and give to a police
poseur buyer, four (4) heat sealed transparent plastic sachets respectively
containing: 0.24 gram, 0.25 gram, 0.27 gram and 0.27 gram, or a total of
1.03 grams of methamphetamine hydrochloride, commonly known as
“shabu”, a dangerous drug under R.A. No. 9165.

Penned by Associate Justice Marilyn B. Lagura-Yap and concurred in by now Supreme Court

Associate Justice Edgardo L. Delos Santos and Associate Justice Louis P. Acosta, rollo, pp. 5-17;
CA rollo, pp. 94-106.

Otherwise known as the “Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002.”
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Resolution 3

G.R. No. 247503
November 16, 2020

POl Panggoy coordinated with the Philippine Drug Enforcement

Agency (PDEA) which issued the Certificate of Coordination for the buy-bust
operation.®

Thereafter, PO1 Panggoy and the rest of the buy-bust team went to the
target area. There, POl Panggoy walked towards appellant and nodded his
head to signal the latter that he wanted to buy drugs. Appellant approached
and told him that he (appellant) had four (4) sachets with him. When PO!1
Panggoy nodded his head again, appellant handed him four (4) heat-sealed
transparent sachets, all containing white crystalline substance. In turn, PO1
Panggoy gave him the P500.00 bill. As appellant was about to leave, POl
Panggoy held the former’s hands and announced himself as a police officer.
He also informed appellant of his constitutional rights in the Visayan dialect

and asked appellant if he understood the same, to which appellant nodded.
Meantime, the rest of the buy-bust team had closed in.”

POl Panggoy immediately marked the sachets he bought from
appellant with “JV-BB1-05-26-15,” “JV-BB2-05-26-15,” “JV-BB3-05-26-
15,7 and “JV-BB4-05-26-15.” He also wrote the sequential number on each
sachet and the date of the buy-bust operation and affixed his signature thereto.
To secure the items, he slid them inside a brown envelope. The team then
decided to proceed to the police station for the inventory and photographing

for “security reasons.” While in transit, POl Panggoy held on to the brown
envelope containing the seized items.'°

At the police station, DOJ representative Anthony Chilius Benlot,
Kagawad Pahayahay, and media practitioner Juancho Gallarde witnessed the
inventory together with appellant. POl Vera Cruz took photographs of the

inventory. Thereafter, PO1 Panggoy slid back the seized items into the brown
envelope which he tape-sealed and signed."

POl Panggoy later brought the request for chemical examination to the
crime laboratory. He also brought with him the brown envelope and appellant.
It was PO3 Manaban who received the sealed brown envelope at the crime
laboratory. After checking the contents of the envelope and the items listed on
the request, PO3 Manaban returned the items inside the envelope which he

re-sealed and signed. He secured it inside his locker which only he could
access.!?

Around 9:15 in the evening of the same day, PO3 Manaban turned over
the sealed brown envelope and urine sample to Forensic Chemist PCI Llena.
The latter immediately opened the brown envelope to verify and finding
everything in order, PCI Llena marked and affixed her signature to the items.

8 Id.

? ld at 54-55.
18 14 at55.
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iz Id. at 56.
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