
Sirs/Mesdames: 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SUPREME COURT 

Manila 

SECOND DIVISION 

NOT I CE 

Please take notice that the Court, Second Division, issued a Resolution 

dated 25 November 2020 which reads as follows: 

"G.R. No. 242168 (People of the Philippines v. Amelia Cu/is y 
Gualberto and Marvin Cu/is y Cordero). -After a review of the records, this 
Court resolves to DISMISS the appeal for failure to sufficiently show that the 
Court of Appeals (CA) committed any reversible error in upholding the 
conviction of Amelia Cul is y Gualberto and Marvin Cul is y Cordero (accused­
appellants). 

It is settled that when the vict im's testimony is straightforward, 
convincing, and consistent with human nature and the normal course of things, 
unflawed by any material or significant inconsistency, it passes the test of 
credibility, and the accused may be convicted solely on the basis thereof. 1 

Therefore, without any corroboration, accused-appellants' denial and alibi 
cannot overcome the positive and straightforward testimony of the victim. In 
this case, the prosecution was able to prove all the e lements of the crime. As 
such, the trial court and the CA correctly ruled that accused-appellants are 
guilty beyond reasonable doubt of qualified trafficking. 

This Court likewise agrees with the CA on the increase in the amount of 
moral damages, the award of exemplary damages, and imposition of interest 
on the monetary awards in accordance with jurispruclence.2 However, We 
delete the imposition of interest on the fine. 

1 People v. Dedo/, 741 Phil. 70 I, 7 14(2014). 
2 See People v. Casio, 749 Phil. 458, 482-484 (2014). 
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WHEREFORE, the Court AFFIRMS the findings of fact and 
conclusions of law of the Court of Appeals in its April 16, 2018 Decision in 
CA-G.R. CR-HC No. 08781. Accused-appellants Amelia Culis y Gualberto 
and Marvin Culis y Cordero are found GUILTY beyond reasonable doubt of 
Qualified Trafficking punishable under Section 4( e) in relation to Sections 6( a) 
and 1 0(a) of Republic Act No. 9208, otherwise known as the "Anti-Trafficking 
in Persons Act of 2003. " 

The interest imposed on the P2,000,000.00 FINE is DELETED. 

Accused-appellants are ORDERED to PAY private complainant moral 
damages in the amount of PS00,000.00 and exemplary damages in the amount 
of Pl 00,000.00, with interest at the rate of 6% per annum from the finality of 
this Resolution until full payment. 

SO ORDERED. (Rosario, J., designated additional member per 
Special Order No. 2797 dated November 5, 2020; Delos Santos, J , designated 
additional member per raffle dated November 9, 2020 vice Lazaro-Javier, J)" 
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Resolution 

PUBLIC ATTORNEY'S OFFICE (reg) 
Special & Appealed Cases Service 
Depa1tment of Justice 
5th Floor, PAO-DOJ Agencies Bui lding 
NIA Road corner East Avenue 
Dil iman, 1104 Quezon City 
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OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR GENERAL (reg) 
134 Amorsolo Street 
1229 Legaspi Village 
Makati C ity 

MARVIN C. CULIS (reg) 
Accused-Appellant 
c/o The Director 

Bureau of Corrections 
I 770 Muntinlupa City 

AMELIA CULIS y GUALBERTO (reg) 
Accused-Appe llant 
c/o The Superintendent 

Correctional Institution for Women 
1550 Mandaluyong City 

THE DIRECTOR (reg) 
Bureau of Corrections 
I 770 Muntinlupa City 

THE SUPERINTENDENT (reg) 
Correctional Institution for Women 
I 550 Mandaluyong C ity 

HON. PRESIDING JUDGE (reg) 
Regional Trial Court, Branch I 
4200 Batangas C ity 
(Crim. Case No. 16365) 

JUDGMENT DIVISION (x) 
Supreme Court, Manila 

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE (x) 
LIBRARY SERVICES (x) 
[For uploading pursuant to A.M. No. 12-7-SC] 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ATTORNEY (x) 
OFFICE OF THE REPORTER (x) 
Supreme Cou1t, Manila 

COURT OF APPEALS (x) 
Ma. Orosa Street 
Ermita, I 000 Manila 
CA-G.R. CR-H.C. No. 08781 

Please notijj1 the Court of any change in your address. 
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