Republic of the Philippines
Supreme Court S LA
Manila

- THIRD DIVISION

NOTICE

Sirs/Mesdames:

Please take notice that the Court, Third Division, issued a Resolution

dated Novermber 19, 2014, which reads as follows:

“G.R. No. 211476 (Nellie M. Ilas vs. Office of the Ombudsman and
Field Investigation Office in behalf of the People of the Philippines). — The
Office of the Special Prosecutor’s comment on the petition for review on
certiorari is NOTED. '

This resolves the Petition for Review on Certiorari filed by petitioner
dated March 15, 2014 seeking the reversal of the Sandiganbayan’s Order
dated January 16, 2014 and Resolution dated February 13, 2014, in
Sandiganbayan Case No. SB-13-CRM-0958, entitled People’ of the
Philippines v. Luis P. Lorenzo, Jr., et al. We resolve to dismiss this petition
for being moot and academic. )

In Our Resolution issued on June 2, 2014, We resolved to require the
Office of the Special Prosecutor to comment on the petition within 10 days
from notice, without necessarily giving due course to the petition.

The Office of the Special Prosecutor filed a Motion for Extension of
Time to File Comment dated July 17, 2014 and a Second Motion for
Extension of Time to File Comment dated August 15, 2014, each requesting
for an extension of thirty (30) days to file its comment on the petition. We
resolved to grant beth motions in Our Resolution dated September 3, 2014.

In their Comment, respondents aver that the present case had been
rendered moot and academic. Respondents submit that at the time the
instant petition was filed, petitioner’s co-accused, Luis Lorenzo, had a
pending motion for reconsideration of the Sandiganbayan’s Order dated
January 16, 2014, which was subsequently granted in a Resolution dated
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May 30, 2014. The prosecution’s motion for reconsideration dated June 23,
2014 was later denied by the Sandiganbayan in its Resolution dated

- September 4, 2014, which also dismissed the case against all the accused,
including'herein petitioner.

The Court takes judicial notice of the Sandiganbayan Resolutlon dated
May 30 2014, the dlSpOSlthe portlon of which reads:

WHEREFORE, in llght of all the foregoing, accused-movant Luis
Ramon P. Lorenzo’s Motion for Reconsideration, dated February 13, 2014
is GRANTED. Accordingly, the instant case is hereby ordered
DISMISSED as to all the accused, namely; Luis Ramon P. Lorenzo,
Nelson C. Buenaflor, Wilfredo B. Domo-ong, Romeo C. Lanciola,
Nellie M. Ilas, and Jesus Simon.

The warrant of arrest issued in this case against accused Lorenzo is
ordered QUASHED, and the hold departure order against all the accused
by reason of this case is lifted and set aside, and their bonds released,
subject to the usual accounting and auditing procedure.

SO ORDERED.

Prescinding therefrom, the instant petition must be dismissed for
having been rendered moot and academic. In view of the dismissal of the.
criminal case against petitioner, there ceases to be an actual case or
controversy for resolution.

WHEREFORE, acting on the Petition for Review on Certiorari
assailing the Sandiganbayan’s Order dated January 16, 2014 and Resolution
dated February 13, 2014, in Sandiganbayan Case No. SB-13-CRM-0958,
entitled People of the Philippines v. Luis P. Lorenzo, Jr., et al., the Court
resolves to DISMISS the same for being moot and academic due to the
dismissal of the aforesaid criminal case.

SO ORDERED.”

Very truly yours,

WILFREDO V.LA%ETAN
Diviston Clerk of CouW

Atty. Ma. Rica A. Gatchalian
Counsel for Petitioner

TGB LAW OFFICES

Unit 302 Greenhills Mansion
No. 37 Annapolis Street
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