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M. LOPEZ, J.:

Circumstantial evidence that merely arouses suspicions is not sufficient to
convict. The sea of suspicion has no shore, and the court that embarks upon it is
without rudder or compass. On the other hand, circumstantial evidence, when
sufficient, may validly sustain a conviction.! We review the strength of

V' People v Asis, 439 Phil. 707 (2002) [Per J. Panganiban, Ex Banc].
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circumstantial evidence to convict the accused in the appeal assailing the Court of
Appeals Decision® dated October 5. 2017 in CA-G.R. CR-HC No. 03510.

The facts follow.

On July 19, 2011 at 8:51 am., Kaymend Camarse (Raymund) and Regine
Fernandez (Regine) arrived at the Country Lodge Motel onboard a black Mitsubishi
Super Saloon car with plate number CPR 255, Raymund and Regine checked in at
Garage Room No. 30. At around 2:15 p.m., motel personnel Eliseo Briones, Ir.
(Eliseo) noticed black smoke coming out of the window of Garage Room No. 30.
Raymund then ran out shouting, "Suncg, suncg!™ and uttering that his companion
was still inside the room. Lliseo went inside the room but Raymund hurriedly
boarded his vehicle. Eliseo became suspicious and tried to prevent Raymund from
leaving. However, Raymund rammed the vehicie into the barricade and drove away.
Eliseo asked help from the motel’s operations mianager Eduardo Dapetillo (Eduardo)
who, in turn, called the City Fire Station. i:duardo rushed into the buming room and
saw Regine’s naked body lying tacing down on the bed. The firefighters arrived at
the motel and put out the fire?

Meanwhile, the barangay officials and several motel personnel intercepted
Raymund and brought him te the police stauon. The authorities recovered a 13
centimeter kitchen knife from the backseat of Raymund’s vehicle.! At the motel, tne
fire officers observed that Regine’s body has multiple stab wounds on the neck,
breast, and abdomen. The examining physician reported that Regine died of severe
multiple traumatic injuries of the head with multiple stab wounds in the trunk.
Moreover, the firefighters noted that highiy combustible materials such as crumpled
papers, bedsheets, clothing, sandals, and wooden chairs were piled on top of
Regine’s body. The bed aiso emitted @ shrong smell of kerosene which led the
operatives to conclude that the fire was intentionally set. Later, the Bureau of Fire
Protection (BFP) confirmed thut the debris and samples taken from the ceime scene
were positive for kerosene.”

Accordingly, Raymund was charged with the crimes of murder and
destructive arson betore the Regional Trial Court, Branch 71, Pasig City (RTC)
docketed as Criminal Case Nos. 145883 and 145884, respectively,” thus:

Criminal Case Neg. 145883 - Murder
On or about July 19, 2011, in Pasie City, and within the jurisdiction of
this Henerabic Court. the accuved, with intent w0 kil and with the use of a
kitchen knife approximately mwvusuring ihiteen (13) centimeter|s] long
mcluding a color black handie, a deadiy weapon. did then and there.
willfully. unbawtullyand foiaiousts adtacx, assaull and stab one Regine
A. Fernander, hitiing the iaiésr in her obin and io different pares of her
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body and thereafter set the body on fire. 'hereby intlicting upon her [atai
injuries which caused her instnianeous death, the killing having been
attended by the qualifving circumstances  of  treachery.  evident
premeditation and abuse of superior streiigth which qualify the killing to
murder.

Contrary to Jaw.* (Lmphasis supptied)

Criminal Case No. 145884 - Destructive Arson

On or about July 19, 2011, in Pasig City. and within the jurisdiction ol
this Honorable Court. the accused, did then and there willfuliy, unlawtully
and feloniously set {ire the Country T.odge Motel Room No. 30 owned by
White Marketing Corporation, represented by Eduardo Dapetillo y Hidlas.
by lighting clothes and room furnitures (sic) for the purpose of concealing
the dead body of Regine A. Fernandcez. murdered victim. thercby causing
damage 1o the said motel room in the total amount of Php!.200.000.00. to
the damage at (sic) prejudice of the atorementioned complainfan|t.

Contrary to law.” (Emphasis suppiied)

Raymund admitted that he was with Regine at the Country Lodge Motel. Yet,
Raymund denied killing Regine and setting the fire. Raymund narrated that he had
difficulty breathing while he was sieeping in the motel room. Raymund then woke
up and saw that the room was already engulfed in smoke. Raymund panicked and
shouted for help. Raymund crawled towards the door and tried to move the car to
safety because he only borrowed it. Raymund could no longer remember what
happened after he started the engine.'®

On June 16, 2016, the RTC convicted Raymund and held that circumstantiai
evidence showed that he killed Regine IHowever, Raymund s guilty only of
honticide absent proof of the aggravating circumstances of treachery, evident
premeditation, and abuse of superior stremgth. The RTC likewise ruled that
Raymund committed destructive arson in burning the motel room,'" {6 wit:

WHEREFORE. premises considered. in the absence of any modifying
circumstance, judgment is rendered finding the accused GUILTY beyond
reasonable doubt of the crime of HOMICIDE and is hereby sentenced Lo
suffer a penalty of imprisonment ranging trom eight (8) years and one (1)
day of prision npavor. as minimum term. o fourteen (14) years, eight (8}
months, and one (1) day of reclusion temporal, as maximum term of the
indeterminate penalty. Accused is hkewise found GUILTY beyond
rcasonable ground {sic) of the crime of DESTRUCTIVE ARSON and is
hereby sentenced Lo suffer a penaliy of imprisonment uf reciusion perpetiic
to be served suecessively in cocordunes with Article 70 of the Revised Penat
Code.

He is likewise ordered to pay vieeni™ Gailly the following sums. to wit:
Fitty Thousand Pesos (PSOGGGOGY - us and lor civil indemnity, Fifty
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to be awarded in each case is discretionary upon the courts as long as it is
“reasonable under the circumstances.” Here, the Country Lodge Motel clearly
suffered some pecuniary loss as a result of the burning of its room. However,
Country Lodge Motel failed to substantiate the actual damages it suffered.
Nevertheless, Country Lodge Motel is entitled to be indemnified for its loss. The
award of temperate damages amounting to PHP 50,000.00 is proper and reasonable
under the circumstances. The award shall earn interest at the rate of 6% per annum
from date of finality of this Decision until fully paid.

ACCORDINGLY, the appeal is DENIED. The Court of Appeal’s Decision
dated October 5, 2017 in CA-G.R. CR-HC No. 08510 is AFFIRMED with
MODIFICATION.

In Criminal Case No. 145883, accused-appellant Raymund Camarse y
Gimotea is found guilty of murder and is sentenced to suffer the penalty of reclusion
perpetua. The accused-appellant is also DIRECTED to pay the heirs of the victim
the amounts of PHP 75,000.00 civil indemnity, PHP 75,000.00 moral damages, PHP
75,000.00 exemplary damages, and PHP 50,000.00 temperate damages, all with
legal interest at the rate of 6% per annum from the finality of judgment until full
payment.

In Criminal Case No. 145884, the accused-appellant is found guilty of
destructive arson and is sentenced to sufter the penalty of reclusion perpetua. The
accused-appeliant is also DIRECTED to pay Country Lodge Motel the amount of
P50,000.00 temperate damages, with legal interest at the rate of 6% per annum from
the finality of judgment until full payment.

SO ORDERED.

2 Bacerrav. People, 812 Phil. 23 (2017) [Per J. Leonen, Second Division].
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WE CONCUR:

MARVI¢ M.V. F. LEONEN
Senior Associate Justice

Chairperson
AMY C LA’—Z/“ARO-JAVIER 3 HOS@OPEZ
4ssociate Justice Associate Jusiice

ANTONIO T. KHO, JN

Associate Justice .
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