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MALACANANG
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

PROCLAMATION NO, 1906

DECLARING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER OF EVERY YEAR AS “NATIONAL
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES MONTH”

WHEREAS, the Constitution mandates the recognition and protection of
the rights of indigenous cultural communities/indigenous peoples (ICCs/IPs)
within the framework of national unity and development;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 8371, dated October 29, 1997, known as
the “Indigenous Peoples Rights Act” (IPRA) carried into effect the
aforementioned Constitutional mandate;

WHEREAS, Proclamation No. 486 declaring October 29 of every year as
National Indigenous Peoples Thanksgiving Day was issued in order to accord due
recognition and national attention to the importance of this day, and to uphold
the United Nation’s General Assembly Declaration of the years 2005-2014 as the
Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People;

WHEREAS, Section 12 of Republic Act 7356 mandates the Nat\io@nal
Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) to encourage the continuing™and
balanced development of a pluralistic culture by the people;  conserve and
promote the nation’s historical cultural heritage; and ensure the widest
dissemination of artistic and cultural products among the greatest number across
the country and overseas for their appreciation and enjoyment;

WHEREAS, the NCAA in partnership with a host City, has successfully
spearheaded the Indigenous Peoples Month Celebration during the whole month
of October for the past two years in observance of Proclamation No. 486 and the
Second International Decade of World's Indigenous People;

WHEREAS, in recognition of the above, the month of October should be
declared in the context of Philippine Indigenous Peoples’ Rights as the month of
people’s participation in the celebration and preservation of Indigenous Cultural
Communities as part of the Life of the Nation.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of
the Republic of the Philippines, by virtue of the POWeErs vested in me by law, do

hereby declare October of every year as NATIONAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
MONTH.

All agencies of the Government are hereby enjoined to actively participate
in the celebration in accordance with the spirit of this proclamation. The NCCA
through its Subcommission on Cultural  Communities and Traditional Arts
(SCCTA) shall act as the lead agency in the planning, coordination, and
implementation of the program of activities and events, and in liaising with
appropriate international organizations linked with UNESCO for the promotion of
cultural diversity, in cooperation with the National Commission on Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP), Office of the Muslim Affairs (OMA), Commission on Higher

Education (CHED), and the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority
(TESDA).

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, T have hereunto set my hand and caused the
seal of the Republic of the Philippines to be affixed.

DONE, in the City of Manila, this 5th day of October in
the year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Nine.

By the Prgsident: ,//‘ﬁ/v%”l’%/ A /ﬁ""’f’?d
Mg

EDUARDO R. ERMITA

Executive Secretary
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