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PR0CI-Ah4AI'ION NO.6.7

DEL-LARING THE h,IOI.JTI'I oF h4A1. ()F EVERI' 1?Al{ r\s ,,'I.I-IE 
h4c)1,,r.fi1 oFTI{ii OCEAN" Ih.T TIIII pFIII-Ippf|\ttiS AND pIiO\/il)NG FOit l.HI1COM)I.ICT OI; r{C'fi\iITIirS I..()R i-I.S C,Et.i1I_}R,.\tirt)N

\1,I{ERE'AFj- the I'}hilippines is an alchipclag<; enclorvecl rvith vast coastnl ancl ocer,
resources that includc cdtical habitats such as ffrangri)ves. cr:ral rccli, seagrass beds,
alluring sealicapes. ancl t'are tnatine tlora anci l.-lura. ali which proviilc iroth ecrxromic anelccokrdcal huncfils:

\I'TIEREAS. the constilulion rccoggrize-< the responriihititv af thc statc io prcrtectthe nafiott's madne wealth in its archipelagic rvaters, territorial i;r;;is ancl [-ixclusir,,e
E'conomic Zone attd to tesetre its use rnd eniovment exciusir.eh.to l;ilipino citize*sl

\lTlLItEAS, the Philippines supports global initiatir,cr; tou,arcis rrnvirorimcnkll
maflagcmcnt and proleclion ix acloptinq anrl <ioveloping a Phiiipyrilrc Agencla 21 inrcsponse lo r\gencl;r 2L of' thc l.inilcei }{atiorrs. anr.l hv ratifving t}rs l.-in]tcri }.iatii;,s
Conlentiorr on tlre Larv ilf'lhr:, Fica:

1{''liEil-irAS. tlte vear 1998 has been cleciarcd bv the lild Ceneral Assenri,rlt.as theIntcrnational Year o1' tlte ( )cean and hrs prorricleci ,, r(1yi11ts[, oi" r:pportuni1.1. Ibrqo\'enllncnti;. 0tganizalions' anrl indir,icluals lo hocorne aware ol lirc ocl,ait ,i,i,l t,, Gonsici.:r.the aotions necriecl to ttnriertakc c{)mrnon rcsporrsibilitv to susuri,r rl;;;;;tcsl cornmor}
hcdtaqc rve har,e an<l rvithi.rut rvhicrrr u.e cannrif E:xisr"":

\\/liliRI""'\s. r'adous nalicrnal govo,flnrclnl agcncic:r har,c hccn nranclalerd to profirofc
suslainable dcrrel6lp6*nl o1' coastal and nradne *r,ru."*, and ensurr: that the mafin*
enr,irorunent is protectecl irt,r all fon,s ol-rlegra<lation:

\\{II-RE"\S. tlle monlh ol'lt{av is lire peak lishirrs scason in tire i,irilip,inr,1, urrrlthus prorrides an ap1:t'opriattr vcnue itx' direct bcnel-iciaiies lo shorv thcir suplrr.rr{ iix.
managernent initiatives penaining to the oceans. 

:

IJOW, T'ItiiitIiF(.X{fi i. .lc)Sij,I}il !..tTrtit(.tI'I'() 1.r.ST'I{:\DA, i)rcsi4enl of rhcPhilippincs. hl t4,trr* of'the poler:s vestecl ilr me bl larv. do hcrchv q"icclare the rnonlh cfIr{av of even' \'ear as " rhe h4onth of- the ( )ccau" in tho l)hilippines.

il'he Depatlment of Envirolunont an<I llltural I{.esources (DENi{) an<tr thc
I)cPafiment of'Agricultrrre (D,rr;. tlrrough thc l3ureau oJ-i;isherics ancl ,\rluatic Ii.esour.ces(RIrAlt). in collahoralion u,ith olirer gcxrcrnmcnt agencies. all lr:cal go\,ern,ncnls. statr:
collcgcs and uni't'el-si1i'is. gOr"ct'nmcnl-crvnecl or or.rntrollcil cix'polrlion-q rvhnse iipcralions
at'e clilectlt' or ilriirecllv relcr,'anl lo lhc tlcr.,r:lollrrrcpl anri ,ranag{_rl.u,Jnt 6i s.,r occar}
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resources, non-go\erilnental ot€anizations. people's organizations. and the prir,ate sector.
shall spearhead the obserr"ance of "The \4onth of tlie C)cean" of each year tfu'ough the
conduct of activities that highlight conservation. plotection ancl sustainahle managernenf ol'
I'}hilippine coastal and ocean l'esc,uroes.

resource management firnctir:ns are herelx, clileclerl to provicle full
c'hselance of the "-l.hc h,'Ionth o[-lhe: (]cean in fhe, Phi.li;rpincs":

The DEMI and 1he DA-RFAIi are hcrctrv clirect.ccl to estahlislr
or,'ersight mechanisnrs to all organizalions aucl instifutiorrs inr,'olved
celehration of the rrron{h of the ooean.

I)one itt the Citi'ol' N,ltanila, tiris //tr" clal' of D€6noR . in
Lord ninefsen hundrecl and nineh' eig*rt.

IN I\TTNESS \\'TIERE,(,)F. Ilrar,e hercunlo scf mv harid and causecl thc seal of thc
Republic of thc i'hilippincs to be afl"isc<l.

lo por{brn occan

supllorf to lhe

coordinalir,c anr!
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