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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THe PHILIPPINES
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JHEREAS, the occuration of the Philippines by the
dJapanese drmeﬂ forces during the last war and the or-
ganization by them of government administered by
eitizens of the Fhilippineg but subject to their direc-
tion and control have given rise to charges of collabo-
ration with the enemy against such citizens who occupied
vositiens in that government, s well as against those
who traded with the enemy;
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s g result. of those charges, indictments

against a large number of Filipino citi-
d ‘¥n ecsopable collaboration with the
“the People's Court, which was establlshed
1ear and try those cases;

WHEREAS, these trials ‘have been held for more than

two years now but no final judegments conviceting any ene
of the accused have been rendered;

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court has declared that the
mere ha*dﬁng of. rosition in the government established '
by the enemy doeq not per se constitute the crime of

treason under the laws of the Philippines;
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REA8, with respect to those who are at present
indicted for alleged trading with the enemy, it appears
that because agjde frem the reguirements of the two-
witness rule in treszson trigls, 1t has been declared !
necegsary to prove specif 1cai‘;lv that the materials in-

volved in the trading were essential te the prosecution ,
of the,war, no final judgments of convietion have been i
eptered so far in such cases and, 'on the contrary, se-
veral vgrﬂﬂctq of ascouittal have been rendered and
orders of dismissal issueds;

WHEREAS, the majority of the Fillpino pecple now
reglize that the alleged acts attributed to political
collaborators either were not voluntary on their part L
or, in effect, were performed by them in the sincere I
belief that it was their patriotic %w+y to execute them !
in the interest of the safety and well- oelng of their
countrymen who were then at the mercy of the eneny;
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EREAS, with the lapse of time there has come a
better understanding en the part of the Filipino people
of the motives which actuated the persons who held po-
sitions under the occupation government, and there is
evidence that a majority of the people have fully vin-
Gicated the accused, convinced that in the discharge of
their functions as public officials they did everything
in their power to minimize the atrocities of the enemy
and to prevent the carrying out of his purpose to induce
or compel the Filipino people to arm themselves against
the =2llied nations;

EREAS, under the laws of the Philippines and the
s 1laid down by our courts, the presecution of

s now pending appears unjustified with regard to
volitical collaboraters and futile as to those
th economic collaboration;
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WHEREAS, the question of collaborstion has divided
the people of the Philippines since liberation in a man-
ner which threatens the unity of the nation at a time
when the public welfare reguires that said unity be
safeguarded and preserved;
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RTAS, the guestion of collaboration is essen- s
tially political in nature and should be settled in ac- '
cordance with the conscience of the majority of the
neopkes

that the overwhelming sentiment

of the people of this Republic is now in favor of resolv-
ing this question as speedily as possible by the grant of
amnesty to all persons,who have been accused or may here-
after be sccused of treason through alleged collaboration
with the eneny;

WHEREAS, it appears

WHEREAS, this public sentiment does tiot extend to
persons*who voluntarily took up armss against the allied g
nations or the members of the resistance forces, or acted :
as spies or informers of the enemy, or committed murder,
arson, coereion, robbery, physical injuries or any other
ecrime defined snd punished in our penal laws, for the
purpose of siding,and sbetting the enemy in the war against
the allied natioms, or in the suppression of the resis-
tance movement im the Philippines;

Now, THEREFORE, I, MANUEL ROXAS, President of the
Philippines, by virtue of the power in me vested by Arti-
cle VII, Section 10(6) of the Constitution, do hereby
proclaim and grant full and complete amnesty to all
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persons accused of any offense against the national
security for acts allegedly committed to give aid and
comfort to the enemy during the last wary Provided,
however, that this amnesty shall not extend to persons
yvho are now or may hereafter be accused of treason for
having taken up arms against the allied nations or the
members . of the resistance forces, for having volunta-
rily acted as sples or informers of the enemy, or for
having committed murder, arson, coercion, robbery,
phvsical injuries, or any other erime acainst person
or property, for the purpose of aiding and abetting the
enemy in the war against the allied .nations or in the
suppression of the resistance movement in the Philip-

pines.

411 cases now pending before the courts for al-
eged offenses coming within the terms of the amnesty
herein granted shall be dismissed by the respective
courts on their own motion or upon petition by the

prosecution or the aeccused.

1

This proclamation shall take effect upon the con-
currence therewith by the Congress.

TN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hereunto set my hand
and caused the seal of the Republic of the Fhilippines
to be affixed.

Done at the City of Manila, this 28th day of Jan-
vary, in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and
forty-eight, and of the Independence of the Fhilippines,
the second. ‘
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By the President:

- NG T _
N. ROXAS < |
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