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Manila

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 597

EXTENDING FURTHER THE DURATION OF OPERATIONS OF THE

PRESIDENTIAL MIDDLE EAST PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE
(PMEPC) TO JUNE 30, 2007

WHEREAS, the term of the Presidential Middle East Preparednass
Committes (PMERC) expired on December 31, 2608 pursuant to Executive Order
(ECY No. 549 dated July 18, 2006,

WHEREAS, lension in the Middle East continues to ewiét particularly in
Iraq and alsoe in s neighboring countries, including Lebanon, Syria, and Israel,

which poses serlous threats to the security of oversens Fliping workers in these
Areas;

WHEREAS, there is an Urgent need for the PMESC to continue fo assess
arel monitor developments and update contingency measures to ensure the
safely of Filipinos in the Middle Fast, notably in such countries above mentioned,

and to uphold the current ban on the ciepleyment. of Filiping workers to Irag;

WHEREAS, the PMEPC | also tasked to provide cantinuing assistance to
the Department of Foreign Affairs, as well as to other Jovernmen! agencies
concerried with OFW safely, secuiity, and protection, in the formulation ane
Impiamentalion of policies, plans, and modes of coordination i such areas
East Timor and the Korean Perinsula;
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WHEREAS, under Section 31, Chapter 10, Title 111, Book 11 of the
Administrative Code of 1987, the President hag the continuing authority to
reorganize the functions.of the Office of the Prasident.

MOW, THEREFORE, ¥, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYU, President of
lippines, by virtug of the powers vested in me by law, dao h

nf the duration of the
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grely order the
fens PMERC 18 Fupe 30, 2007 :
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gilected by the President.

_ SECTION 1. Function - The PMEPC shall continue to exerciza is
functions and responsibilities as provided under Executive Order No. 159 dated
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December 23, 2002, In relation to Executive Order No. 194 and Executive Order
Na. 195, both dated April 14, 2003, until June 30, 2007.

SECTION 2. Composition - The membership of the Committea, as
enumerated under Section 3 of Executive Order No. 159, as amended by
Executive Order No. 549, 1s further expanded tG incdude one representative from
the Bureau of Immigration,

SECTION 3, Funding - The Committes shall be provided an addidional
funding aliocation of  FIVE MILLION PESOS {(Php5,000,000.00) for s
administrative and operational expenses to be provided by the Office of the
President.  Additional financial requirements that may be nesded by the
Commitiea shall be sourcdd out by the Dapartment of Budget and Managemant
(GBM) from available funds of the coricermead agencies -forming part of the
PMERC, subject to the usual government accounting and auditing rules and
regulations.

SECTION 4. Repeal - Al other rules, regulations and issuances or
parts thereof which are inconsistent with this Executive Order are herchy
repeaied or modified accordingly,

SECTION 5. Effectivity - This Qrder shall Lake offect Irimedialely,
DONE in the City of Manllz, this 12thday of

January . I bhe
year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Seven.

By tha President:
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Eseoubve Secratary
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