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W~EREAS, Gero!:irr;a ':;:'orr;elden Pecsorl is :;ne :,f :;UI

illustrious Filipir!,~s ..'1 !-:. c, blazed the hitr"ertc"~ncr:.3.'::"\:9re::~
trails for ...;omen in t:!e fields of ed'~cationf c'..:lt'.1!";;: :::-_::

+ b ..' d ~. ~ .,.spor...s '0\.."'1 .;.OCiii.-"':"I" a:-; l!-"tt=rpatlona~l'.:";

WEEP:::/I_~I in 1947 Geronima:. ?ec3,:-n :)e.:a~,~ ~:-"e :f~rs"
a:-.d or.:y wc'r1an mel1ber C'! the BCiard cf J1:rect.ars .::;£ ::"~
~ h '; 1.' l' pp ': ne " mateu '" A "' 1 1 e ~'; c A c:,=-,,",f";-t-'n"" .1J. J." r";:...~.-. --"-~'-":_-'-C'-':'-""

',ru ED EAc a "'s "" .; n 10-1'"' i"' e "-'"'~~""' a '" "'-r- s ~- r"'a -~-~~" '",..., '"', , J.~'" J ;,V!L '-. --'::--v" ".c= '::-'::--'-::'.-
first worr,an Senato::' .::;f the ?rlilippir:es whel'e she :?is-
::i1g'~is:-_ed [:.erse!::: 'Nit~ authorship a::d/cr sponsorship cf
landrr,a:-k D:lls e::-:acted ir":o laws on educat~':)n, ~;ocial! ,!
'~ult'..::::'al r sports, ",lomen. an~ }Voutt, and agriculture, among
other important leg,islations;

WHEREA~,: in 1950 Geroni:T.a T. ?ecson was elected [)1' the
~, delegates from the 60 fi',ember nations of UNESCO as the first
~ Filipirlo and woman member of the Executive Board of that

international agency of the United Nations which she served
with distinction for eight years; I

WHEREAS, on January 26, 1989 UNESCO Directo,r-'3er:er3.2.
Federico Mayor in a testimonial plaque to Geronima T. Pecson
in cogniz1nce "of her mo~e than three decades of untiring,
outstanding and exemplary support :0 UNESCO in spirit and in
deeds" said in part:

"In recognition of exceptional services to her
her country and people as a model teacher, educator
and school administrator... as uncompromising
champion of youth development as exemplified in
having founded in 1966 the Foundation for Yo~trL
Development in the Philippines... and as a dedi~
cated soci \1 worker to the amelioration of the
lives of tne under-privileged... With deep res-
pect for the unfailing resilience of her human
spirit inspired by her genuine love for humanity
as a whole and her abidin9 dedication with th9
millions of pe.~ple left in illiteracy' and des-
pondency, as well as her sagacity, sincerity,
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simplicity, and force of creativity, which have,
earned her the distinction of being known:.o many
as -Mother UNESCO.' I'

-;'"
WHEREAS, December 19, 1996 will mark the centennial of

the birth anniversary of this great Filipino woman and it is
only fitting that such significant event be commemorated and
celebrated with fitting pro~rams, activities and projects
not only in her 'home province of Pangasinan in Luzon but
also in the Visayas and Mindanao;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FIDEL V. RAMOS, President of the
Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do
hereby order as follows:

SECTION 1. A Special Committee is hereby created to
take charge of the nationwide preparations to commemora:.e
the centennial of the birth anniversary of Geronima Tomelden
Pecson on December 19, 1996, to be composed of the
following:

~ 1. Secretary Ricardo T. ,Gloria -Chairman !
~j Department of EducatJ.on,

Culture and Sports
\

2. Hon. ~alvador H. Laurel ~ Co-Chairman
Chairman, National Centennial

Commission

3. Dr. Serafin D. Quiason -Vice-Chairman
National Historical Institute

4. t-;r. Dante G. Santos -Co-Vice-Chairman
Chairman, Board of Trustees
Fn\mdation for Youth Development

in the Philippines

5. Governor Oscar Orbos -Member
Province of Pangasinan

6. Amb. Lourdes R. Quisumbing -Mer'.ber
(Secretary, FYDP Board of Trustees)
Secretary-General, UNESCO N~tional

~ Commission of the Phili~pines ~

7. Ms. Carmen D. Padi '.la -Member
Acting Chair~,an, Natio~al

...Commis~ion for Culture
~ an~ Art.") n
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8. Mrs. Nona S. Ricafort -Member
National Council of Women

of the Philippines
.-;"

9. Mrs. Purita R. A. Braganza -Membe'r
Member, Board of Regents
Pangasinan State University, and
Regional ~irector~fo~~Northern Luzon
Girl Scouts of the Philippines

10. Ms. Aminah Rasul Bernardo -Member
Presidential Adviser on Youth

Affairs, and
Chairman, National Youth

Organization

11. Mrs. Loreto T. Herrera -Member
Treasurer, National Federation

of Women's Clubs of the
Philippines

(Only living sister of late
8 Senator Geronima T. Pecson)

The Committee, in coordination with all agencies con-
cerned, is hereby designated to take charge of the celebra-
tiqn and to undertake the following acti v'i ties:-,,'",f

'!':Ii" a. Prepare ~he general program of the Cente~nial
and submlt a copy of the same to the Presldent
for information;

b. Promote and direct an appropriate symposium on
the life of Geronima Tomelden Pecson either in
Manila or in Pangasinan;

c. Prepare and publish a comprehensive biography
of Geronima Tomelden Pecson; and

d. Install a fitting and inspiring monument in
honor of the late Senator Geronima Tomelden
Pecson in her birth place of Lingayen,
Pangasinan.

SEC. 2. The Committee shall be provided with technical
and administrative support to be composed of detailed per-
sonnel from the National Historical Institute, the National
Commission for Cultur and the Arts, and the National Cen-. tennial Commission.
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SEC. 3. The Committee shall be funded with an initial
budget to be drawn from the President's Contingent Fund, in
an amount to be recommended by the Committe~"'and approved by
the President.

SEC. 4. The Committee shall be an ad hoc body and its
existence shall-. .terminat~ u~n the completion of all the
activities, programs and projects related to the centennial
of the birth anniversary of Geronima Tomelden Pecson.

SEC. 5. This Order shall take effect immediately.

Done in the City of Manila, this 25th day of October,
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundre~and ninety six.

.B ~~~~~~~__the esiden'

.PMS llBRJ\RY I;E~BEN D. TORRES
~cutive Secretary Recci~lcd
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