MALACANANG
RESIDENCE OF THE PRISIDENT
OF THE PHILIFFINES
MANTLA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE FHILIFPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 177

PROVIDING INSTRUCTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED IN THE CON-
DUCT OF FUBLIC AFFAIRS DURING THE TIME THE
FRESIDENT IS OUTSIDE THE PHILIFPINES.

WHEREAS, the President of the Philippines is
leaving rfor the United States on an official visit
on March 30, 1969, to attend the funeral services
for former President Dwight D. Eisenhower and to
take up matters of vital interest to our country;

NOW, THERTFORE, the following instructions ars
hereby issued for the conduct of publiec affairs
during hig ebsence;

1. The President of the Fhilippines shall
continue to exereise all the functions of his
office as enjoined by the Constitution and the
laws, 1n the same manner as when he is within the
national territory.

2. The Vice-President shall sxercise general
supervision over the conduct of affairs in the
executive departments, except es to administrative
functions. He shall preside over Cabinet meetings
and shall rspresent the Fresident in soeisl Func-
tions requiring the presence of the lstter, He
shall elso preside over official ceremonies, re-
ceive and return the official calls of foreign
dignitaries in behelf and in representation of the
Fresident, and on such ocecasions the Vice-Presi-
dent shall be entitled to the honors and courtesies
due the Fresident of the Philippines. The Viecs-
President, if he so desires, can meet his visitors
in the FPresident's Study Room.
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3. The Executive Secretary shell exercise
general supervision over the mdministrative fune-
tions in the exscutive departments. He shall, as
herstofere, sign all papers that are ordinarily
signed by him by or under the authority of the
Fresident and shall decide routlne matters.

4. Eeeh Secretary of Department shall attend
to and decide metters ' hich pertaln to his depart-
ment and which under the law he may deeide. On
those matters which reguire approval of the Fresi-
dent, in case urgent sction is needed, such eppro=-
val shall be obtained by rodio through the Execu-
tlve Secretary. On other departmental business
which, although within the jurisdiction of a Sec-
retary of Department, is of such importance as to
affoct the general policies of the Government and,
therefore, should be the subject of consultation
with the President, the Secretary concerned may
comnunicate for sueh purpose with the Fresident
throush ths Executive Sgcretary by radio ar other
convenlent means of communicstion: Frovided, That
where there is no Secretary of Department present,
the Undarsecretery of Department deslgnated by him
may act in his behslf: Provided, further, That
action in important matters involving new policies,
guidelines on sconcmic development, lnvestments,
loans, dispossl of valuable @overnment properties,
ete., shall be held in abeyance until the Fresi-
dent'a return, unless the same are of urgent
nature in which case pricr clearanes with the Fre-
sident should be obtained,

2+ All officisal communications te the Fresi-
dent, whether by lestter or oy radio, s=sasll be
transmitted through or by © - tx=cutive Secretary.

Done in the City of Manils, this 30th day of
Merch, in the year of Qur Lord, nineteen hundred
and sixtiy-nine.

(8GD.) FERDINAND 2. MAHCOS
Presldent of the Philippinea
By the kresident:

(5GD.) RAFARL M. SALAS
Executive Secretary



