MALACANANG

RESIDENCE OF THE PRESIDENT
OF THE PHILIPPINES
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
ExecuTivE ORDER No. 156

ABOLISHING THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING COUNCIL, TRANSFERRING ITS AD-
MINISTRATIVE STAFF, RECORDS, FUNDS,
EQUIPMENT, AND SUPPLIES TO THE OFFICE
OF THE PRESIDENT AND PLACING THE SAME




_UNDER THE SUPERVISION AND GONTROL: OF
A PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANT ON COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

In order to implement a coordinated community develop-
ment program throughout the Philippines, encourage great-
er local autonomy, and provide an effective planning and
coordinating machinery therefor, I, Ramon Magsaysay,
President of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested
in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. The Community Development Planning Coun-
cil created by Executive Order No. 57 dated August 16,
1954, is hereby abolished and its administrative staff, rec-
ords, funds, equipment, and supplies are transferred to
the Office of the President and placed under the supervi-
sion and control of a Presidential Assistant on Community
Development to be appointed by the President of the
Philippines.

SEC. 2. The Presidential Assistant on Committee De.
velopment shall act for and in behalf of the President in all
matters pertaining to community development, and shall:

(1) Plan and implement the President’s community development
program in barrios, munigipalities, and chartered cities, and eoor-
dinate and integrate the activities of all and each of the depart-
- ments and offices of the Government engaged in community develop-
ment in order to increase their effectiveness, achieve maximum bene-
fits, and avoid duplication -and overlapping of activities:

(2) Promote the organization of Community Development Councils
-at the provincial and municipal levels, and Barrio Councils accord-
ing to law;

(8) Develop a grants-in-aid program to stimulate participation
of barrio citizens in community development;

(4) Recommend to the President legislation contributing to the
economic and social betterment of the rural areas, and the strength-
ening of local government;

(5) Perform such other :funduons as the President may as-
sign to him.

SEC. 3. The Presidential Assistant on Community De-
velopment is hereby authorized to issue such directives,
rules, and regulations as he may deem necessary to carry
out the purposes of this Order. He may secure the serv-
ices of officers and employees of any department, bureau,
office, agency, or instrumentality of the Government whose
assistance he may require in accomplishing his purposes.
The Presidential Assistant shall fix minimum qualifica-
tions for and shall train, maintain, and supervise such per-
sonnel appointed by the President as may be required at
the national, provincial, municipal, and barrio levels to
carry out his functions.

SEC. 4. There shall be organized in each province and
municipality a Community Development Team consist-
ing of as many of the following as may be available:
community development officers, agriculturists, home de-



méns_t;jators; “social welfare workers, doctors, nurges;amid- -
wives, and sanitary inspectors, public works foremen, and
other technicians. For purposes of community devélop-
ment, the work of such teams shall be coordinated by,the -
Provincial and Municipal Community Development Officers -
who shall be responsible to the Presidential Assistant on
Community Development.

- S8EC. 5. For purposes of this Order, community develops,
‘ment shall be defined as a process designed to create con-
ditions of economic and social progress for the whole
community with the active participation and largely upon
the initiative of the community. ,

SEC. 6. The Presidential Assistant on Community De-
velopment is hereby authorized to execute for and in be-
half of the Republic of the Philippines deeds of convey-
ances or lease contracts covering such real or personal
property as he may deem necessary in pursuance of his
functions.

Skc. 7. Executive Order No. 57 dated August 16, 1954,
is hereby repealed and the prowisions of this Order shall
supersede the provisions of any other Executive Order,
administrative rule or regulations which are inconsistent
herewith. _

Done in the City of Manila, this 6th day of January .
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-six,
and of the Independence of the Ifhilippines, the tenth.

RAMON MAGSAYSAY
President of the Philippines

By the President:

MARIANO YENKO, JR.
Assistant Executive Secretary
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