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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER No. 184

DECLARIN G A RICE EMERGENCY, PROVIDING FOR -
GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF THE PURCHASE
OR ACQUISITION OF RICE OR PALAY AT A~
FIXED PRICE; CREATING A RICE EMERGENCY
BOARD TO ADVISE THE PRESIDENT IN MEET-

"ING THE EMERGENCY, AND FIXING THE
DUTIES THEREOF.

By virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constl-l
tutlon and in accordance with the Emergency Powers
Law, I, Elpidio Quirino, President of the Philippines,
do hereby declare a rice emergency in the Philippines
on account of the shortage of said cereal in 1948-1949.
To cope with the emergency, and as a relief measure for
the - purpose of easing the difficulties of the r1ce—consum-.
ing public in meeting their consumptmn needs, all palay



or rice produced from the. 1948-1949 crop shall be sold
to or acquired by the Government from farmers, dssocia-
tions of farmers, or any other persons or entities engaged
in the production thereof on the basis of Pl4 per cavan
of palay (44 kilos, Macan, second class) delivered Manila:
Provided, That any agency designated by the Goverﬁment
to purchase or distribute palay or rice shall not. be pre-
cluded from licensing any warehouse, miil, “kiskisan,” and
any other facilities operated by the owner to engage in the
buying of palay at the price fixed by the Government and
in the milling of palay under such terms and conditions
as may be deemed equitable and fair, or as agreed upon
between the said agency and the owners, or from gran,t-
ing permits to bona fide rice dealers to engage in the
purchase and sale of palay-and rice at the prices fixed
by the Government and under such rules and regulations
as may be issued by the President upon the recommends-
tion of the Rice Emergency Board ‘hereby created. - - :
1. Within ten days after the issuance of this' Order,

_ any person, corporation, association, partnership, firm-or
any other entity, whicl;, at the time of the promulgation
of .this Order, has cleaned rice already in stock for sale
- to consumers, or has a valid contract for the purchase or
acquisition in any other manner of palay and/or cleaned
rice. to be: harvested or produced from the 1948-1949
crop, shall file with such agency of the. Government -as
the President may designate a statement under oath set-
ting forth the quantity of said cleaned rice, and/or the .
terms and conditions of said contract, particularly as to
quantity and price, and said agency shall have the right,
in its discretion, to take over said contract or to permit
‘the parties to continue with the same, subject in either
case to the provisions of this Order and to such terms
and conditions as it may deem necessary in-the public
interest. S T
2. For the purpose of advising the President in carry-
ing out . the policy of the ‘Government in ‘stabilizing” the
rice iridustry, and insuring a sufficient rice supply, a
Rice Emergency Board is hereby created to be ‘composed
of the Secretary of -Agriculture and- Natural Resources,
as Chairman, the Secretary of Commerce and Industry_;
the Secretary of Labor, Hon. Jose Cojuangeo and” Mr:
Romualdo Vijandre, as members. The members of the
Board who are not officers or employees of the Government
shall receive a per diem of P30 each for every attendance
at the meetings of the Board. The Board shall have the
following duties: o : o
(A) "To advise the Government on the proper coordination of

the: activities of all existing governmental agencies and. nriva_ﬁe
entitiés engaged in the production, procurement .and dis_tributinl

Qf‘rig:e g0 as to i_x;gu_re the stability of the ;'i_cé industry;. .




(B) In case of emergency,\ also to adv1se the Premdent of the
nece551ty of (a) seizing, commandeering and operatm0~ any/or
all warehouses, mills, “klsklsan,” ‘elevators, "driers, and other facis
litiés as’ may be needed” for the production.and/or distribution of
rice, the reasonable compensation. for. such seizure, commandeer-
ing and operation to be determined by the authorized agencies of
the Government after due hearing had been afforded the owners
thereof; (b) dlstnbutmg and transferrmg rice or palay from one
warehouse to another or from one province or municipality to
another for sale to the consumers as the needs of such provmce
" or municipality may dictate, and through such agencies as it may
recommend,. so as to effect an equitable distribution of the -cereal;
and (e} mamtammg a suiﬁment quantity of riee for each region,
province or mumclpahty by such agenc1es as it may recommend
so ds to stabilize the rice’ supply in’ any and every locahty in the
country,

(C) To recommend to the Pres1dent when to declare a rice
emergency by reason of the shortage of rice as well as the price
thereof during such emergency.

3. Any person, corporation, association, partnership,
firm or any entity purchasing or otherwise acquiring, sell-
ing or in any manner disposing of rice or palay in vio-
lation of this Order, shall be punished by a fine of not
more than ten thousand pesos, or by imprisonment for
not more than ten years, or by both such fine and impri-
sonment in the discretion of the court: Provided, That
the sale to consumers of cleaned rice already in stock at
the date of the issuance of this Order, as duly- reported
under oath to, and duly verified by the Government
agency to be d—=s1gnated by the President as hereinbefore
provided, within ten days from the issuance of this Order
shall be excepted from the provisions of this paragraph:
And provided, further, That if the violation is commiitted
by the manager, representative, director, agent- or- em-
‘ployee of any natural or juridical person in the interest
of the ]atter, the same shall render said natural or juri-
dical person amenable to the penaltles herein prescrlbed
without -prejudice to the ‘imposition of said penalties upon
such manager, representatlve, director, agent or employee:
And promded ﬁnally, ‘That the principals or employers
who -are Jurldlcal persons shall be amenable to the pre:-
scribed pecuniary penalty. Any alien convicted of any
v1olat10n of the provisions of this Order shall, after serv-
ice of sentence, be deported and the court shall 50 pro-
vide in its Judgment.

4. Should a rice emergency be declared in 1949—1950
the minimum price which the Government shall pay to the
producers thereof shall be on the basis of P13 per cavan
of palay (44 kilos, Macan, second class) deliveredMa-
nila; and should an emergency be declared in 1950-1951,
the minimum price shall be on the basis of P12 per cavan
(44 kilos, Macan, second class) delivered Manila : Provided,
That the foregoing prices or such other prices as may-be
fixed by- the President upon recommendation of ‘the Rice



Einérgenéy--Bbard shallfbe"in'force- only. during‘ an emer- .
gency so declared by the Presiderit upon’ recommendation’
of said Board and that at normal times marketing and
distribution of rice and palay shall be under free competi-
tive enterprise. L o L e
5.°All Executive “Orders,. Adm’.inistrative Orders, “and
Proclamations or parts thereof inconsistent with a"ny'ﬁ'-of'
the provisions of this Order are to that extent ‘hereby
repealed or modified. . -
This Executive Order shall take effect immediately.. - .
Done in the City of Manila, this 19th day ‘of November;
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred ‘and forty-
eight, and of the Independence of the Philippines, " the,
third, ... - : E o e
: ELPIDIO QUIRINO - .
President of the Philippines

By thg'z President:

** * TEODORO EVANGELISTA
R Ezecutive Secretary






