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for the purpose of streng ~tliening the nabional unity, the
and matters of policy involved in the investigabion and
'disposition of the cages of clbizens who may be accused of gisloyalby
during the Japsnese cccupation should pe thorougnly studied in order

that = basic policy may be established for dealing with such cases 1in

n

accordance with the lzw and with sn yndersbanding of the conditions
which existed during the period of eneny occupabtion;

YHEREAS the public service may reguire the reca 11 to duty of offi-
cizls and employees OF the Commonwealth covernment who continued in the
_gervice during the enemy occupation;

WOy, THEREFORE, I, SERGIO OSiiA, President of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by the Consbitution and laws of the
Philippines, do hersby create a National Board of Tnouiry, composed of
2 choirman snd four members to be appointed by the Pregident, o inves-
tigate charges of disloyalty and consider the legal problems and neb-

ters of public policy involved therein.
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1. The duties and funchbions of this Board are!
a. To investigate the validity, with respect to the law =nd
the factg involved, of s11 charges of disloyalty ho the Common-

weslbh of the FPhilippines s =nd the United States of America which

nave veen filed or vhich nay heresfber he Tiled.
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b. To qllow such persons the right to be present at such investi-
gations, to be heard by themselves or by counsel, and to present wit-
nesses on thelr behalf. Hearings of the Board shell be open to the pub-
lic unless its m'mburq unsnimously decide that the public interest
requiresbhearings in executive session.

E-
c. To submit to the President a report of its labors znd, in ifs
digcretion, to present current reports of its findings and corclugions,
and at frequent intervels to recomnsnd o nix such action as may be
deemad jusht and pTOGér in ench parbticulsr case that has been heard.

g, Thig Board shszll aleo investizate the. conduct of those public offi-

"'_[,

jals or employees who served during the enemy occupabtion and who may be

- - . . Y f;» .
ccalled to duty. Upon the reguest of the resvective appointing public offi-
jal, the Board shall likewige make the szme investigation of any official
r employee vander him already in the service. The Doard shall give ample
pnortunltv for the presentation of evidence which may be useful in debemin-
ng the motives of the official or employee concerned in conblnuing to render

ervice during the pericd of Japanese occupabion, and his conduct while in

3, The Hoard of Inguiry shall prepare sueh miles and regulations for

ts operation as may be necesgary. It is hereby aubhorized to direct the
ppearance of witnesses with or without documents, administer oaths, and

ake tegbimony relevant to its invesbigations. It is also authorized to

all upon any office, officizl, or employee of the Commonwealth of the Phil-
ppines for any necessary assistance in cerrying out its functions and, with
he approval of the corresponding Head of Department, such asgistance shall

‘e given.
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4. To enable the Board to discharge its funcbions with dispatch
nd equity, it is hereby authorized to appoint deputies with power to

osnduct investigations in the provinces, municipalities, and chartered

“¢ities. It shall be the duty of such deputies to conduct the invesbi-

&

ugations within their respective juriédictions in.accordancé with the
provisions of this Executive Order, and submit to the Board the evi-
’aence presented with the pertinent rscommendation inbeach case,

| 5, Inssmucih as justice requires =md the Constitution of the Common-

wealth prescribes that in ell eriminal prosecubions the accused shall

have & speedy trial, the Board is enjoined to execute itg Iunctions

with the greatest dispateh compatible with safeguarding the rights of

‘the accused and the interests of the State. Records of proceedings

,(shall be as brief as possible and need not be verbatim. In the taking
of evidence only that testimony shell be of record which is deemed

sgsential by the Board.

‘

6. The chairman and members of this Board shall receive compensa-
tion in the fomrm of per diem, the chaimmen at the rate of thirty pesos
- {®30) and the membsrs twenby pesos {F20) a day for each day of service

actually rendered, except those who are already employed by the Cémmon—
wealth of the Philippines who shall serve without additional compenssa-—
tion., Within the limit of such funde as may be set aside or appropriated
for the purpose, the Board may émploy the necessary'personnel and meke
provisions for equipmeni, supplies, materials, travel, and other ser-

vices.



. The Board of Inquiry crecated under Executive Order Mo, 23 is

abolished and any pending cases shall hereafter fall under the

by
jsdiction of the National Board of InQuiry esbablished by this
\

cutive order.
Done ¥u the City of Manils this 8%6’&ay of June, in the year of

ar Lord, nineteen hundred and forty-five, and of the Commonwealth of

he Philippines, the tenth.
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. .
SERGTO OSHENA
Pregident of the Philippines

By the President:

AJOSE 8. HEY)
tary to the President
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