
MALACANAN PALACE
MANII-A

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHIL IPPINES

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 5

ADOPTION AND USE OF ISO CODES PH AND PHL FOR THE PHILIPPTNES

WHEREAS, the lnternational Organization for Standardization ( lSO) is a network
of national standards insti tutes with a Central Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland, that
coordinates the system;

WHEREAS, the Phi l ipp ines is  a  member of  the ISO;

Vl /HEREAS, the ISO developed ISO 3166-1 ass igning two- le t ter  (a lpha-2)  and
three-letter (alpha-3) codes for member countries, and the codes assigned to the
Phil ippines are PH and PHL, respectively;

WHEREAS, these codes are used in international events and conferences.
sports meets, air l ine t icketing, among others, abroad and in the Phil ippines;

WHEREAS, the Department of Foreign airs has adopted and reflected the
ISO three-letter codes, notably PHL standing for the Phil ippines, in the data page of the
electronic passp.ort;

WHEREAS, the use of the init ials RP in referring to the Phil ippines is not in
accordance wi th  the ISO 3166- '1 ,  leading to  ambigui ty  and confus ion,

WHEREAS, such ambiguity and confusion when referring to the Phil ippines by
the use of  in i t ia ls  can be avoided by fo l lowing the codes ass igned to the Phi l ipp ines by
rso;

NOW, THEREFORE, l ,  BENIGNO S.  AQUINO l l l ,  Pres ident  o f  the Phi l ipp ines,
by virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitut ion, do hereby direct al l  off ices,
agencies and other  inst rumenta l i t ies of  the Phi l ipp ine Government  to  adopt  and use,  as
soon as practicable, the ISO two-letter code PH or three-letter code PHL in referring to
the Phi l ipp ines.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, I  have hereunto set  my hand and caused the seal  o f
the Republic of the Phil ippines to be aff ixed.

DONE in  the  C i t y  o f  Man i l a ,  t h i sq thduy  oP"cemb! {n  the  yea r  o f  ou r  Lo rd ,  Two
\  , -

I  nousano ano I  en.
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