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MALACANANG

Manila

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. [HD

DMPOSING THE PENALTY OF DISMISSAL FROM THE SERVICE ON
ASSISTANT PROVINCIAL PROSECUTOR ARTURO G. CABARON,
PROVINCIAL PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE OF CEBU

This rafers to the formal charge (Administrative Case No. 93-010% against

Armuro G. Cabdron. Assistant  Provincial Prosecutor (APP). Provincial Prosecutor’s
Office of Cebu.~ for grave misconduct. ’

The formal charge siemmed from the alleged extortion by APP C abaron.
thru his wife Brigida Cabaron (Brigida, for brevinvj, from the parny-iitigants relarives
of ltigants m thﬂ cases invoiving Josefina Aljo and Pablo Maningo. Tn: facts of
cach case are treated separatehv, thus:

RE: Josefina Alio case

Aljo testified that sometime in December. 1992, after being mtroduced by
Rev. Zacarias Perocillo. her church pastor, to ‘\PD Cabaron. she sought the advice
of the latter regarding five (3) bouncing checks issued to her by Gemma Clausen.
APP Cabaron and Brigida assured her. -“kami ang bahala divan”™ On December
8, 1992. she brought the rubber checks 1o APP Cabaron’s office and Brizida
prepared the compiaint-affidavit. A week later. Aljo went back to Cabaron’s
office and. as agreed upon, gave Brigida two envelopes:  one. containing Iive
Thousand Pesos (P35.000.00) as partial pavment for the attornev’s fees of Amy
Quijano, and the other, containing Three Thousand Pesos (P3,000.00) for Brgida.

_The criminal complaint against Clausen was assigned to APP Cabaron for
preliminary investigation. During the hearing held in May 1993, Bngida convinced
Aljo, in the presence of APP Cabaron. to withdraw her complaint against
Clausen because the latter had showed them two (2) checks worth one million
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- = seized was icased 1o Robeme Caswnas. As per Cabaren's

(P1. GO2.000.00) pesos  cach. which she  {Clausen;  could encash afier fomyv-tive
43) davs  Aljo did not see the checks but she trusted the Cabarons because
thev  were  recoemunended to her by her church pasior.  As per Brigida’s
instruction.  Alio signed the affidavit of desistance prepared by Amv. Quiianoe.

Brigida thercatter reminded her fe pay Am. Quijanc the balance of Seven
Thousand Pesos  (P7.000.00) for his attorney’'s  fees. Subscquently.  Brimda
Tan Thousand Pesos  (P10.00G.00) from  Alie. AU the

borrowed the amomr of
expiration of the fornv-five dav period. Aljo discoversd that the suid miilion-peso

chechs weos o “fraud™

Faith Petrocillo. pastor of the El Shaddai Congregation. testfizd  that Aljo
authorized hun f collect the Ten Thousand Pesos (P10.00C.00) from Enomda.

RE: Pable MNaninso case

went ¢ the Regonal Cfiice of the XNational Bureau of

executed 2 eworn statemen! against the Cabaron spousss m connecnon with the
arrest of Pablo \eninge. her brother-in-lew. during a raid in his house by
elements of the PNP-CISC for illegal possession of ammurnition on Apri 19 1984
The case acainst Pabio Nlaningo weas assigned to APP Cabaron for inguest. Helen
and her companions attended the inguest proceedings. Brigida interviewed Pabio

24
Maningo and his wimesses. APP Cabaron did not participate in the clarificerony

examination.  When Pablo \aningo mformed them that his lawyer was Amv.
Rolinde Navamo. Brigida recommended Amyv. Quifano under the pretext that At
Navarro had some personal conflict with APP Cabaron. Brigida. in the presense
of APP C(abaron. demanded and recened from Helen ar acceprance fee of

Twenn Thousand Pessos (P20.000.00) for Am. Quijano. Brioda promused
Helen that the case could be amicabh -senled with the help of APP  Cabaron and
two (2} other prosscutors. On April 22, 1994, Helen went back P
Cabaron's office. as instructed. to discuss the settlememt of the case.
informed her that the amoun: needed for the three (3) proseculors was HEVeniy-
Five Thousand Pesos (P73.000.00). to be delivered to the Cabaron residence. On
the next dov. Helen teogether with Florecita Lapag. gave the am I3
Thousand Pesos  (P30.000.00) to Brigida. On Apri 28 1994, APF
Brigida insiructed Pablo Maningo to look for a miltany man  whe would admit
ownership of the seized ammunition. The idea baffied Pablo Manigo since he
thought tha: h: had a gond defense because the place where the ammumiton was
msiruciion. an adidavit
Danac i Polize Station

“was prepared  1or SPOR Nawimo Parawan of  the
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nis neme  used m e

However.  said  offieer alinough wiling i@ hav
memorandum  receipl. Was r°1 ctant 1o swear 02 Aaw‘iood Brgida reminded
I Thousand esos 23.000.00) which was 10

Helen of ihe balance of Twentv-I1
be paid on instailment  basis at Fixc T'nousand Pesos (P.\UUL(AJ; ner instaiment,

O

siateinenis of rlelen recardine the advice

PNT

$POA Parawan comoborated the o
omeone from the military or e P

PP Cabaron e ook for

to them of <
. admit ownership of the seized armununiion.

who wouid

that pe disnussed (e

T iafamce  ADDP (Cabayon de Cae the PR S
In defense. Agfr &804I on u-fULS the char eE ang &y CrS o ouidt
aforestatsd ;omplatﬂ dled by Alje against Claussn on the basie of Alje's afidavi

of desisiance.
Whn respect 1o the Alanmgo
followed-up the complami 2gainst

demanding in asking for the eanl resolution of
saving "1 wil cacolve the case based on the e\idsnc:

complaint agamnst him wefors the Ombudsman was ST

evidence, The similar case which was fued against 'mm

Ombudsman svas also  dismissed.

. For her part, Brigida Cobaron argues that she never misrepressnles herself
as an emplovee of the Depariment of Justice: that she never wansacls ¢ with A

el
in that she is able 7o fix her case by proffering the cervices of Am. Quijano as
her lawwer that sl o borrowed money from Aljo in the course of th: lamer

- Si

dertaking md not with the promise to exert influence on AFP C abaron

business un
to decide the case i Ner favor: and that. she had already paid her indestedness 10
Aljo.

e Z\Ianinm a__ainst therm. Brigida

With respect 10 the complain ded by fieien
e first time she met Helen was in the office ©

claims that the i
che was tollowing-up a case. The second ume was when nelen weni

house, pleading that she be permitted to talk to ADPP Cabaron.

'&LPP C‘..UALOH when
1o therr

o - SR e Therin . .
_Afer the formal mvesugauon. the Secretarv of Jusuce found that the
vere more oredible than those ¢l

estimonies of the complainanis and thelr wiinesses W

the respondenis. thus proning the imputaucn O

jcr be substantal
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evidence. which & the quantum of proof required in administraii e c2ses. 1he
affidavits in support of the complaint were evecuted by disinterested persons who
were not expected 1o fabricate the same for purposes of lending credencs 1o the
htforward.  consistent and Jegical eve

complaint and their statements were straigh
when subjected to the intensive cross-examinalion by the defense oo
testunonies ‘iclded the following: that Br g:da Cabaron was a permanent fiviure in..
the office of APP Cabaron: her impoesition upon the complziniais for “the

avalment of the senvices of Amv, Quuano voupled with the demand ior the

payment of his attorne’s fres: and. the cellection of additionz] amounic ‘or ADPP
Cabaron and herselfl

APP Cabaron seemed 10 have been obiivicus of the basic ienet that his
office is & public wust. which exazts m :'31 nzhteousness and M'*;’""‘N As
such official he must compori  himself al tmes in such marmer hat his
conduct officiak or otherwise. can bear the most searching scrutnv of the public

who Jook up tofm as the epitome of integriny and justic

WHEREFORE. APP Aruro G. Cabaron is herebv found sdminisratively

liable for grave I“uSCOI‘:dUCT in the performance of his duties. Conscgueniy, he is
herebv dismissed from the semvice with forfeimure of all benefis and Cisguelification
nice.

from re-empi _\m‘m in the govermment se

vear of Qur Lord. Two
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RONAIDO B. ZAMIORA

Executne Secretanv
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