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OVING FR. JOST P. FROM OFFICE AS ASSIS!

FISCAL OF HIZ AlL.

IT PROVINCIAL

This is an administrative case £il ed by Capu. Jesus Labuguen

and Joaguin Javier against Aqszstanb Provincial Fiscal Jose P.
dantos of Hizal for dishonesty snd grave misconduct in office.

Sopetime in 1956 Capt. Jesus Labuguen filed an estafa case
agalnst Joaguin “avier with the provincisl fiscalls office of
Rizal, docketed as I.5. io. 3348 and assigned to respondent Fiseal
Santos for preliminary investigation. However, the parties agreed

oy
to an amicable set tlement whereby Capt. Labuyuen agreed to accept
the return of ¥1,000 received by Jdavier as initial payment for the

sale of a pa :col of land which burned out to be claimed by other
persons. FPursuant to the agreement, Javier deposited said sum wi ul‘
respondent in the presence of Tony «r*ndloo sometime in November
1958 for delivery to Capt. Lebuzuen. In view of the feilure of
respondent to turn over the amount in question to Capt. Labuguen
despibe severzl promises made by the former, the instant case was
filed with the Uepartment of Justice.

The department investige tcﬂ:J G,L er giving
to explalin hig side, set uhe administrative hes
Februz ry 1962. But prior to the scheduled formal hearing, complain-
ant: and respondent with their counsel resched a settlement that
respondent would turn over to complainant Labuguen the sum of 1 ;000

and pay the additi

12 respondent opportunity
ring sometime in
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tlonal sun of ?’70"‘ as "io ridated damages for expenses
incurred by said complainant in his efforts Towr vears to collect said
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sum from respondent. 3Sald agreement, signed by Jesus T. Labuguen
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with the conformity of respondent . Jdose P. sSantos, 1s evidenced by &
recvlpt (Bxh. ”‘”, deted February 27, 1962. Respondent paid only or
u'f'necz over trle S oi’ if“'l 000 but not the additionsl amomnt am'ew:'
qj-n-unt lLabuguen to prosecute the adminis-

: 1,000
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nucusly made
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. | by oy 3L . k]
s R amnd .hm, it was only on February 27, P
that complainant recelived the amount,
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From the fofegoing, it is evident that respondent is guilty of -
grave misconduct in office bordering on dishonesty in withholding = and
presumably misusing - the sun of ¥1,000 deposited with him for a period
of four years, to the prejudice of complainant Labuguen for whom the
amount was supposed to be delivered in settlement of a criminal case
under preliminary investigation by respondent. As aptly stated by the
Secretary of Justice, "considering that the position of prosecuting
attomey demands utmost honesty, it is apparent that the administrstion
of justice will suffer in the hands of Assistant vaincn.al Fiscal Santos
if he is allowed to continue in office."

Wherefore, and as recommended by the Secretary of Justice, Mr. Jose
P, Santos is hereby removed from office as Assistant Provincial Fiscal
of Rmal effective upon receipt of a copy hereof.

‘Done in the City of Mam.la, this2lst day of November , in
the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine. E

By the Presidbmor— 7
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Em&.sm M. /I/LACLDA : ’
Executive Secretary
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