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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 138

CREATING THE PRESTDENTIAL COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN TRADE.

WHEREAS, the important role of exports in generat-
ing badly needed foreign exchange in order to spur and
sustain the growth of the netional economy cannot be
over-emphasized;

WHEREAS, the government structure and system for
trade promotion needs updeting to make it more respon-
sive to the needs of the economy and adequate in meeting
competition abroad,;

WHEREAS, the public and private sectors must under-
take concerted and coordinated action to promote exports;
and ‘

WHEREAS, there is a need to create an appropriate
agency to plan and direct the revitalization of the fo-
reign trade program and to recommend to the President
whatever policies are necessary towards the ettainment
of the country's trade objectives;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President
of the Phlllpplnes by virtue of the powers vested in me
by law, do hereby create the Presidential Committee on
Foreign Trade composed of the following:

The Secretary of Commerce

and Industry s.ceeeceevesccesess Chairman
‘The Secretary of Forelgn

AffairsS vivieerseeoessensosonsnns .~ Member
The Coordinator of the National

Export Coordinating Center ..... Member

Ezch member shall designete an clternate who shall
act in his behalf during his absence in meetings of the
Commlttee

The Committee shall have the following functions:

1. Act as the liaison body with the President,
the Congress, and the private sector with respect to
metters affectlng foreign trade;

2. Implement, through the departments, offices,
and agen01es of thé government directives dnd orders
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of the President as well =s laws enacted by Congress
respecting foreign trade; ' . ,

3. Act as the agency in charge of promoting closer
relations with the various orgenizations in the private
sector and of conducting reguler dialogue with them with
o view to solving their respective foreign trade prob-
lems; ‘

L. TFormulate a Four-Year Trade Expansion Program.
to be submitted to the President for approvalj

5, Prepare and submit ennually a budget for export
trade promotion and expansion and, once approved, shall
be responsible for its disbursement; and .

6. Undertake whatever is necessary to promote the
exports of the country in accordance with existing laws
and policies.

The Committee is hereby empowered to call upon any
depertment, bureau, agency, or government-owned or con-
trolled corporation and to form such sub-committees as.
may be needed to assist it in discharging its functions
properly and effectively. -

Done in the City of Manila this A4th day of September,
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight.
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