MALACANANG
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT COF THE PHILIFFINES

ADMINTISTRATIVE QIDER NO. 310

CONSIDERING HR. GADDENCIO T, BOCOBO RESIGNED FROM (FFICE AS ASSISTANT
o FISCAL (F MANILA

This is an adwinistrative case agelpst hesistent Fiscal
Gaudencio T, Bocobo of Manila for alleged guerrilla racket acti-
vities and bribery which was investigeted by a special investigator
of the Department of Justice. The bribery charge having been with=
drawn by the -complainant, only the other charge will be teken up heree

It spresrs that op June 16, 1953, Colenel Iugenio Castillo,
overall commender of the 21lst Infamtry, ECLGA, submitbed a guer-
rilla roster to Colonel Lerenzc Ador Dionisio, respondentt!s father-
in~law, who was living with the fiscal. Cp Decéamber 10, 1953, and
cubcequent dates, Colenel Castillo suknitted written requests for
procurement allocaticns on behalf of different persons to Colonel
Ldor Dionisio, alleged chalrmen of the processing tea. Similar ‘
applications were also submitted by Gaudencio Ventura and nine ;
otherse I

From Decenber 1C, 1953, to January 10, 1954, Mre. Cetaline
idor Dicnisio-Bocobe, Cclonel hder Dicnisicte deughber and res—
pendent s wife, received from guerrilla applicants sums of money
tobeling B1,430 as deposit to be applied in the payment of fees
for the prosecution of claims for guerrilla recognition and the
grant of the requested procurenent ellccations. Said payment was
computed cn the basis of 20,05 for every name included in the
guerrilla roster and £3 for every ¥1,000 granted in the requested
allocstions. Each applicant execubed a power cf attorney in favor
of the Rigzal Investment Corporation, empowering it to collect what-
ever amount was due the applicant from the United States Government. .
At the some time each applicant wnd the Corporation entered intc an
agreement for it to receive a contingent fee of 50% of whatever sum
the applicent would recelve from the United States Government. The
applicants were assured that the money to be paid by said government
would be deposited with the Bataan Tyust Bank which would later lssue
berl bocklets in thelr names containing their corresponding money
allocationse

When months passed without the claimants! receiving the Iy
promised allocstions from the United States Government or its o
agency, they got worried. They repeatedly repaired tc respondent s i
house at 381 Dimasalang, Menile, end mede inguiries frem Colenel . b
4dor Dionisio and Mrs. Bocobo who assured them that thelr money
from the Federal Govermment was fortheominge |
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This was a rachet pure and sinple te fra Tnlently cbtedin
perey frem pullible percons on the wisrepresentatbion thet thelr
guerrilla claims, meritoricus or otherwise, would be favorably
considered by the American Government. The filing of guerrilla
recognition and procurement claims with the United Stabtes Government
wes closed on December 31, 194%. However, the applicants were
induced o Tile bheir opplicebions for recognilion and sllocvation
witr Colopel fAder Dionisic after Decewber 31, 1949, Although the
time for filing procurement claims was later extended on June 28,
1954, that fact would not erase the apparent decelt cormitted es
the claims in Guestion had been filed prior to that date.

The Rizal Investment Corporation which gupposedly trensmitted
to, and prosecubed in, the Upited States Court of Cleims the cppli-
estions for reconition end 2llecstion; wes not empowered to act as
such by its by-lews, and the Bataan Trust Bank, the supposed depositary
of the monsy to be paid by the fmericen Government, never acquired a
legal existences The contingent fee of 50% to the Rizal Investment
Corperstion was conkrary to morals end public pelicy, end the col-
Tection of £0.05 for every nane 1ighed in the subrmitted guerrille
roster and £3 for every ¥1,000 granted In the reguaestad allocatlions
is nob sancblonzsd by law.

Mrs. Catalina Bocobo at first tried Lo deny having recelved
any money from the applicants, aither for her personal account or
as depositary, bub when confronbed wibh her signed recelpts she
admitted having vecsived Vhs woney as depositary which she allegedly
transmittad to her father, Colonel Lorenzo Ador Dionisio. The above
claims filed by the applicants with the Rizal Investment Corporabion
through Colenel Ador Dionisio do nobt appear in the cerbified list of
all Philippine claims filed with the United States Court of Claims.

We now ecoms to respondent!s participablon in the fraudulent
sohems. On several ocoasions he was ssen by zovernment undercover
men intimsbely talking with Mariano Flores in the office of the
Wimal Invesbmsnt Corporation at Jalandond Building, of which corpora-
bion Flores is the president. He was also seen talking Ho Rustico
Zapata, Flores' associate, at the Astye RBuilding, proposed site of
the Bataan Trust Bank. Flores introduced respondent as the judge
advocabe genersl ab a party held in Mandaluyong, Rizal, wherein
diseussions revolved around guerrilla clsims. Hespondent went to

the headquarters of the 2lst Infantry Hegiment, ECLGA, and conflerred
with Colenel fugenio fastille, the overall coumandev. He got the
guerrilla roster on the representation that it would be submitted

o the United States Army authorities for recognition purposes.

After the applicents had taliked with Flores of the Slzal Invesht-—

ment Corporablion they brought their papers to the house of TFiscal .
Bocobo and pressubed them to Colonal Ador Dionisio and Mrss Bocobo, .
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somebimes in re aspondent's pragence. The apolicants paid bheir
feses bo respondentls wife at her house in the presence of Iiscal
Bocobo at times. On one occasion he persuaded applicants to pay
the reguired fees,
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The foregoing shows not only knowledge on re (
of the existence of the fraudulent scheme but alsc his partdl ieipation
therein, Sworn to pro*eoute swindlers and obher law violators, he
allowed the use of his home for flee irnorent cleimente In whet
appears to be a big-scole froude

WHEREFCHY, Mr. Gaudencio T« Bocobo is hereby cons sidered
resigned from office as assistant fiscal of Manila, effective as
of tugust 7, 1954, the date of h is suspensicn, with prejudice to
reinstatement in the povermment s rw'rek Let the reccrds of the
case be referved te the cffice of the City Fiscel of Manila for
the Tilirg of such criminal actlon agalnat the persons concerned
a8 may be warranted in the premisess

Done in the City of Manila, this 3xd day of Septembor ,
in the year of Cur Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine, and of the
Independence of the Fhilippines, the fourteernth.

By the Presidenty

Ag 1«tnnb LkhbdtIVQ s erCLAYY
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