MALACANANG
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT (F THE PHILIFPINES
ADMINISTRATIVE CRDER NO. 291

CONSIDERING MRSIRS, VICENTL B. CUSTCDIO AND ELIAS F. REYES AS HAVING
RESTCNED FROM (FFICE AS JUSTICES CF THE PEACE CFF SANTA AND
MARVACAN, ILOCOS SUR, RESPECTIVELY.

Thie refers to the administrative cases against Messrs. Vicente B,
Custodio and Alias ¥. Reyes, justices of the peace of Santa and Narvacan,
Tloces Sur, respectively, which arose from an anonymous complaint that
Jose Buenc, a national priscner then serving sentence in the nationel
penitentiary at Lunbinlups, Rizal, was allegedly allowed to stay in
the municipal Jjail of santa, Ilocos Sur, for two months to awalt the
preliminary investigation of a fabricated eriminal complaint before
the justice of the peace court of said municipality. A special abtorney
of the Department of Justice conducted a fact-finding investigation
which led to the Iiling of formal charges agalnst hr. Custodio for
neglect of duty and violation of the fules of Court in continuously
postponing the hearing of the slunder case against Jose Bueno when he
should have inmediately inhibited himself because of his relationship
to the accused who is his brother-in-lew, and against br. Reyes for,
among others, grave sbuge of aubhority in issuing an illegal order for
the confinement of Jose Buenc, a national prisoner, in the municipal
jail of Santa, Ilocos Sur, and keeping him there Jfor two monthse

The charges were investigated by the District Judge of Ilocos
Sur in which respondents did not present any evidence on their behall
but relied solely on thelr answers and the records of Criminal Case
lo. 232 of the justice of the peace court of Santa and Criminal Case
Wo. 1181 of the Court of first Instance of Iloces Sur for their defense.

'he undisputed facts are as follows:

Jose Bueno, a brother-in~lsw of respendent Custedio, was convicted
by the Court of First Instance of Tlocos Sur of rape on February h, 1950,
and was sentenced to imprisomment. of from 12 years and 1 day to 20 years.
Thie decision was aflfirmed by the Court of Appeals on September 25, 1953.
while the above case was pending, Bueno was again accused of the crime of
attenpted rape in Crimical Cave Do. 1181 of the =same court.

Belore Bueno started serving his sentence on March 15, 1954, a
criminal case Tor grave slander by deed was presented against him in
the justice of the peace court of senba (Crim. Case No. 232) on Janusry 12
198),, Hdespondent Custedio accepted the complaint and lssued a warvant
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of arrest for the accused, The following day he accepted and approved
the bond for the provisional release of the accused which he had fixed
ot 1400, Thereafter and up to January 24, 1956, Custodio did nothing
on Lhe cass.

J

Cn Cetober 19, 1‘565 the Oeourt of First Instance of llocos sur
mrd@“wa Bueno brought from Funtinlupa to Vigan for trial in Criminal
£1. when the case was called on Hove mbﬂr 23, 1956, it was
Urmvi"ion 11y dismissed because of the wnavailability of the complainant
and her witnesses. ‘[he next day respondent Custodio called Criminal
foge No. 232 for brial, and Bueno pleaded not guilby and announe=d his
intention to present witnesses on his Dsh%ll. e spondent fugbodio set
the cass for hearing on lec embv 3, 21 and 27, 1966, and January 26,
1957, but the recorde do nobt show what ujiﬁarlrﬁq on those dates.

On January =20, 1957, or nors fhen three years from the filing

of the co I§ aind in Oriminal Gase hoe 232, respondent Custodio inhibited
the ground of his relablonship to the accused

anq requwﬂie@ the nabion of sat, justice of the peace to

the sune, 'Therotnon the D Tvuwﬁnd'ﬂt Reyes

*o ta'a over the cass.

Opn February 5, 1957, acting on The mebion of Bueno's counsel,
S 0

e rdered the confinement of Bueno in the municipal
1 of Sanba, Ilocos Sur, during the pendency of his criminal case.
191 insular prisoner, remained thers from February 5 to April 4,
1957, when respondent Heyes ord@'&l bis return bo Muntinlupa. bDurding
shat perlo d resnondent Heyes gray veral postponements of the

1] the case, all upon ‘the .sqpest of the accused.
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on kay 7, 1957 this
i 2

} nt forwardd the record of
Crimin > Now 232 to the Cnurt of First instance of Lioeos Sur

wl'x.lch A  the same on mobion of bhe provin cial fiscal for, among
otbher rounimy lapk of interest of the offendsd parby.

Respondent Custodio alleses that he did not 5 nhibit himself
{mmediately because the accused wmight waive his right to o preliminary
invvvblwa»tnn« and be could remand the case right away to the Court of
Fivﬂs Inshbance His allegation is unbenable. It appears that on
ovember 24, 1 0)0Q Bueno, his brother-in-law, en vhered a plea of not
by and qnnonnced vis inbenbion teo testify on his Dberl wali and to
ant. withesses for his deflenc Yot '.vnu‘Cﬂh 4id not inhibitb
A buts on the conbrary, Jﬁb the case for hearing on December 3,
”l argd 27, 1956, and Januvaxy 26, 1957, Notwithstanding the clear
injunchtion of the lmles of Courht, it took him more than bthree years
to disgualify himsel n the wmeantime he sgh on the case, {ixed the
amaunt of ball and nhed e rous stponenents.
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It is significant to note that in the motion of Bueno'!s counsel

dated Februzyy L, 1957, it was prayed that the accused be Yordered
confined either at the place where he is still confiv ed at the
Stockade, PC Hg lamag, Vigen, Tlocos Sur, or ab the hunicipal Jail

at sanba, lloces uur, or at any other place allowed by Law where his
v is securs.!! otrangely, respondent chose to have bhe accused
ined st Santa, llocos our, which w%mic& he Lmnediately effected
jssuance of his Jl licit orde Thereafter, he sabt on
ainet Pueno for two months hv yrdﬂt]ﬂ’ three postponeuments

con
through the
the case aj

{

a1l upon the request of the accused. 1 am thus inclined to believe
that poﬂdcnt Reyes, with grave abuse of authority, adopted this

COUrse of aotion for no obher veo than to enable the prisoner,
a brother-in-law of his fellow J‘lft:] ce of the peace, to enjoy a
prolonged stay in his home town of Sante, Llocos wur.

The oistrict Judge recont that the respondents be suspended
from dfice ic one montL, However, the then Secretary of Justice
believed that the seviousness of the 11reg* svitieg coumitted war-
rarbed thelr complete sep £ Lhe service. after considering
the mabter carefully, L bx bﬂ9 Judz

hiah e's recommendation 1s

rather too lenient and thal mj forner secrebary sowewhal severe,
anulvqng as it doss LOfl<7LVY“ a; bwn* te for service in the Govern-
went. 4 course scmewhere in The widdle is believed appropriate in the
premises.

i
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] W, bessrs. Vicente f. Custodio and wlias I, leyes are
hereby considered as having resigned from office as Jusbtices of the
peace of Santa and larvacai, ‘]UCUU sur, respectively, effe chbive upon
recelpt of a copy of this order, withe cut, prejudice to receiving such

vebirement and/or other benefibts as they may be entitled to under the
law,

Done in the City of kanila, this 1llth day of February, s
in thie year of lur Lord, ninetesn nnn&w:d and Fifty-ning,, and of the
Irdependence of the khxllr(ir es, bhe bhirbeentli

By the Presid

mhecutlve Secretary\
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