MALACANANG
. MANILA

BY THE PRESIDONT OF THE PHILIPPINGS

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO, 261

WEOUIRING MR, BUFEMIO H, GUAMOS TO RESIGN AS JUSTICH OF THS PEACE
OF DONSOL, SORSOCON,

This is an adminisbrative case agalust Mr. Hufemio H. Guamos,
justice of the peace of Donsol, Sorsogon, which arose from a complaint
filed by Mr. Alfredo Hoslzl charging the respondent with (1) ignorance
of the law, (2) partiality, (3) beibery and (4) habitual drunkenness
or conduct unbecoming a justice of the peace. The chargss were i
vegbigated by the district Judge who found them withoub merit except
the lash. After a review of the record bhe Secretary of Justice and
I agree with the investigator's findings.
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Tn the years 1950 and 1951, it appears thal respondent and his
o

e

frisnds used o drink strong liguor in his office and cowrtroom; thab
during a registration day he and some cowpanions went Lo a polling
place and drank wine which they had brought along; that oftentimes

he was sean drunk in the streets of Donsol; that he was also seen
drunk, zigzagging and vomibing, in obler public places during special
occasions; and that at one time he moved his bowels in public bscause
of drunkenness.

Respondent 's claim that he was never drunk in all his 1ife and
tnat when forced to driak he would simply dip his lips and tongue
and return tle glass is untenable in the face of the poslbive and
convincing testimony of several eys-wibtnesses to his drunken state
on many an occasion.
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By his proven conduct, obviously notorious and re prehensible,
the respondent does not deserve to remaln in the Judiciary where
only men of sbrong pervonal claracter ard upright conduct have a
right to be. He has not only creatsd public scandals and exposed
himself to public ridicule and conbempt but has also violated the
sanctity of his courtroom where public justics 1ls adminlstered,
therehy impairing the people's respsct for his person and undermin
ing their faith and confidence in his ofttice.

WHERBFORE , Hpy. Bufemic H. Guamos is hereby required to resign
as jusbics of the psace of Uonsol, Lorsogon, within five days from
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receipt of a copy of this order. Should he fail to do 8o,
he would be considered removed from office effective on
the day following the expiration of the period given.

Dore in the City of Manila, this 7th day of March,
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, and
of the Independence of the Philippines, the twelfth.
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By the Pregidesl:
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