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ino e Mnsoy,
Vowibh (L) willful
wions (3) soldi-

] wentbs for
Leification of pubdic
brict Judge who found

Thls 1s an adiministrative case against e, 4
Justice oi the peace oi’ Palompon, Leybte, who 1s che
negligence and abuse of subhority, (2) promobing .
clting bribes (/,, exborting cenvive amounts f
benelits, (,;) unprofessional conduct and (6) f

mentbs. The case was invesbigabed by the Dis

sk
spondent gulliy under the Tourbh chavge.

- Lhe compleint alleges awmony obher thi nge bhat about the month
of February 1952 regpondent collected approximately one-half of t
amount of a check for Y200, and demanded amuur’{ me~thied o
face value of another check for 2,070, issued by the United States
Veterans sdminilstration (USV4) in favor of lduards Casing as lei T

and bensld iciary off her late son, Joaouin Villaf violation of
the provisions of Republic ach koo 145,

It appears llmt in 1949 ud
in her own behalf ond Lhab :
Unibed Sbates vetea . wbion for benefibs because of the
death of Jdeagu Lher son and fobher of durelia \u ..... Lai!or/,
wno died as a f.;o_i.a:ui; (t‘l.11‘*i1:1fz'

Vda, de Villaflor filed,
Ilor, aim with the

&

LVL

bhe last vorle war. Jie was assizbed in

the preparaticn of the p rhinent pa ivzcm, and proseccution of the claim
by the respondent, then as now Jjusbice of '1’1“ peace of Palompon, leyte.

Lduarda Gasing btesbified that L) nt recelved fl‘om the
post office of alompon, Leyte, Ler | tia - Lor WR( hiecn
they, together wibh respondent's w ﬁfcer
the check had been cashed, ‘\“er,-'f:onr‘le“"‘ Lhe money am [1ave
YOO, rebaining er himsels of »100. ohe alsc
filed that sowetime in § ebl‘"w;u';v k! "?) 52 while she was living in
illaba, Leyte, the USVA sent her snobher check for 20,070, “She
wert to Palowpon at the house cf the respondent, showed him the
check and told hin thot she wanted to have it cashed. Hegpondent
accompanied I»r*:r’- o the s*‘ooz"fﬁ of a Chinanan named Diong and, after a
shord conversal] the respondent and b” Chinaman, Gasing

LYo

Gasing

thunbmarked the check., he Chinsaan then gobt o bills "‘-ri couhbed
them on the teble ingide H'le shore. itesgpondent hold of all the
bills arl gave her a part thereof whicly, upon bels coun"c,ed. in 1'1@ r

e e g;'\._, wWas
‘aoul
wed ior the

presence by rj‘m’ue'r"j.su'l.a Guland dn the labtbterts ouse
sbaying while in Peleonpon, turned om, Lo e only

told Gulani that the check wes for 72 U0 wher
rest, Gaging saj.d Uhab 1t was taken by the resc

{
ulandl asl
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Respondent in his answer denied having obtained the azounte
steted by Bduarda Gasing, claiming that he only got what was
strictly allowed by law. As bo the ©200 check, he admibted during
the invesbigation that he got from Gasing ¥50 for their acbual and
necessary expenses in going to Tacloban City and back. From sald
sum, he explained, 26 corresponded to his lost salary as Justice
of the peace, for being absent for two days ab the rate of ¥8 a &y,
nd lose of notarial fees ab ¥5 a day due to his sams absence [rom
Yal ompon e

As to the ¥2,070 check, he claimed that what his wife recelved
from Gasing was £25 only in payment of a debb; that when sald check
was cashed he was in Cebu City; and that if she received only ¥l,200
it was because she had used the balance in paying cerbain persons and
buying clothes and other things from the Chinaman who had cashed the
chenlk, '

v

From respondent's own admission, it is clear that he collected
26 from Gasing's initial checlk of ¥20C for his pe reonal services.
As held by the Digbrich Judge, it was improper for respondent to
collect ¥16 for his salary for two days! absence because he was |
enbibled to thirty days! vacation and sick leave with pay every yeals
Neither was he justified in colleclting i j

¥10 for loss in nobarial fees
because he is nob authorized by law to collect for nimself any amount
as nobary public ex officio. Under Section 252 of the Revised Admini s-
trabive Code, all his collectbicn as such should be accounted as for
government [unds. In view thereof, i find bhe respondent guilty of
violation of Hepublic Act Wo. 145 which limits to #20 the maximum
amount that may be received by an individual for aesisting a clalmant
for benefits under the United States laws.

With respect to the check for 2,070, L agree with bhe Digbrich
Judge that the evidence for the complainant deserves more welzht and

credit then the respondent's. Hie defense that he was in Cebu Cigy

wHen said check was cashed 4in the store of Chinaman Diong on February 18,
1952, is puerile and unconvincing. MHrse linsoy was not even presented
Lo refube the claim of Iduarda Casing, an 1lliterate septuagenarian,
who was corroborated by Numeriana Culani. The District Judge was
convinced, and so am I, that respondent received much uore Than ¥2
as authorized by Republic Act ho.e 145, which seals the case agalnst
him,

The Secrebary of Justice in his report stabtes:

WAPber o careful review of the record of the investi-
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gation, I find from the evidence bthabt the ae for
iolation of n.r;,ublw Act oo 145 has besn sabsbantlally
b lished ., idering Lhe lmense "'“ounw the
srondent c}':u JERN) scelved frowm the ol in
relation to the umunt” collected, his perjury in connec-
Lion with this count, ad the Lubt that this ig a cfiminal
uf fense im which he 1is being rrosecuted, as we have been
of the opinion thal the respondent should
v oifice, dngbead of merely suspended for
bh:s. es wont,n as recounmended by Judge Debugue. It is so
recommnended ., This recomuendation disrvegards the other

N

charges regarding some of which there are signs of gullt.!

1 agree with Lie Secrebary of Jusbice. 1t wmay be added that
abhey officinls before respondent have been separabed from the
service for similar wrongdoing.

1

AHERET O, and u}/on the recommi
tice, Mr, Aprinine bopnsoy s he rehy remcyrad from o
Justice of the veace of Falowpon, “e;ytej effective upon receipt
vy of this order.

Done in the City of kanila, this J'f a day of %4'\54/

in the year of Cur Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-eizht, and of
the Independence of the Philippines, the twellth.

ndation of the Secretary of

of fioe oo

J,gx‘.ecutive seerebary
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