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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE EHILIPPINES
AIMINESTRATIVE ORTER NO. 215
TMPOSING A FING ON CITY ENCINEER OSCAR D. DATA OF CALBAYOG CITY .

Those are administrative cnses againet City Engincer
Osear D. Datn of Calbayog City for alleged irrogularitics
committed in his present capacity and while he was ncting
City Epgincor of Cobu Citye

I

Tt is nlleged that rospondent, ne City Engineer of Calbayogs
wae grossly nogligent in comncetion with the aequicsition of pincs
fyom two dealers which were: allogedly unsuited for and not used
in the proposed waterworks systom of Calbayog ¢ity, to the preju-
dice of said entity. ’

Rognrding the acquisition of enst iron pipee from Floroncio
Reyoe & Co., it appears that the requisition therefor was made
in accordnnes with approved plansg, that enid roaquisitionwas
submit ted to the Bureau of FPublic Works and that the purchase
was made by the Purchasing Agont. Rospondent cxplains that lack
of sufficicnt fundes and his untimely transfer to Cebu proevented
the realization of the proposcd city waterworks system, which
projeet was ultimately abandoned. Under the cireumstnnces, rés-
pondent is absolved from nlleged nogligenee in the acquisition
of the pipes in quoction.

As to the invnsion nnd black iron pides, the record shows
that the contrnet with Bernardo et nl. for the exenvntion, dige
montling, hauling and transportation thercef fram Cuiasup to the
then munieipality of Calbayog was entercd into by the thon mayoexr
of said municipnlity somctime in 1948. Sald contract was consi-
dercd improper boenuse there were no public bidding and n formal
contrnet botweon the contrnetor and the authoritics concorncd.
Respondont emne into the pieturc only whaen some of the vouchors
for serviceg rondered werc presented to him for signature after
the conversion of Calbnyog into n city and hie appointment as
cngincer thercof. He sgigned those vouchere after the samc had
boon pnid. Accorxding t o him, he affixed his signntures theréto
agninst his will and upon the requecst and insistenec of the other
city offieinls who had ngesured him that that wos merely routinarye
This shows wonknoss of charneter on hig paxt for which he desorves
sgoprobation. Said pipes, it turned out, were not suited for the




o
proposed waterworks system and there was theraforc a mistnke in
obtnining the same. The damnge was, however, minimizoé due t0
respondent *s ordor stopping further delivery, although he should
have ndviscd the mayor carlier of the unsuitnbility of the pipes
for bthe proposed projoct.

Iz

Rospondent is noxt charged with {1) pndding of payrolls,
{2) incurring overdraft in the rond ond bridge fund and (3) mnss
employment of labofers just before the goneral clections of 1953,
while he wne Acting Engineor of Cobu City.

The firet and eccond eounteg have not beon duly estnablished
and respondent is cxonerted thorcfrom. As to the last count, it
appenre that immedintely before the gonoral cloctions of 1953,
particularly on November 6, 7 and 9, 1953, around 4,205 laborocrs
wore employed for the ropair of ciby strects, roads and trails.
According to the vospondent, the mase employment wne the idea af

the city mayor and the munisipal b®nrd which approprinted the sum
op BE5,000 for the purpose, nnd ho merely implemented thoixr decli-

sion ns the poliey-detemmining bodice; and that he approved of the
ropair work aftor satiefying himself of the urgent need therefor,
as snid streetg, roads and trnils were in n snd state of dieropair
and the approaching rniny season would render them practically im-
Passnble .

“espite respondontts attanpte to show with documentary and
oral ovidence that there wae corresponding work done, it is apparent
that the large-seanle ropalyr job was undertaken primarily fox vote=
gobting purpsscs and that the wspondent yielded to polibtieal proscsure.

In viow of all the rFoxogoing, City Epgincew Osenr D. Datn is
hereby fined in an amount equivalent to his enlary for one month.
Ho is algo reprimnnded and admonished to observe more fimmness of
charactor in his officinl actuntiong in the future, othorwisc rops-
tition of similar ncts will bo dealt with more dyastieally.

Done in the City of Manila this Yth  dny of September .

in the yenr of Our Lord, nincteen hundred and fifty-six, and of the
Indepemdence of the Philippines, the cloventh,
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