o
MALACANANG f%
MANILA

BY THE PRESTDEN! OF 716 FHILIPPINGS
AMINISTRATIVE ORUER NO. 208

RIEMOVING MR. SXEQUIEL TRINIDAD AS CHIEF OF THE FINE DEPARTHMEND
QF CABANATUAN ¢ITV,

Thig is an administrative case againsgt Mr. EZxequiel Trinidad,
chicf of the Fire Department of Cabanatuan City, who ig charged
with partisan politieal activity. The case was iwestigated by
the fcting Provineial Fisenl of NMueva Teija, who found the res—
pondent guilty of the charge.

It appears that on the evening of Octoher 17, 1953, a political
moeting wns held in Cabanatuan City by the Liberal Party in a place
known ag the Glorieta Venbanilln. Tue prineipnl sponkors were
senatorinl eandidabes Jacinto Borja nnd Jose Tigueras, Some loeal
leaders nleo delivercd epecchos during the meeting. Respondent,
wito wag then alrcady occupying his present Position ns chief of
the firve depnrbtment of gnid city, ncted ag tonstmastoer and intro-
duced the gpenkers. In the couree of his introductory romarke he
exhogted the electors not to vote For tho Maeclonnlista candidabes.
These facts were tostiried to by Gnudencio Cudin nnd Gregorio
Kanleon, both residente of Cabanntunn City.

The reespondent denied the imputation, but admitted that he
wae present during the meeting as a speetator but claimed that he
did not epeak againgt any eandidate. The respondent's witnegsos
affirmed thot respondent did not deliver any sgpeceh dwuring the
meeting in quastion.

Ag betuweon the affimative tectimony of btho witnoesscs agninst
the reczpondont and the neaative testimony of the reepondent and hig
witnesgcs, the fommor sbmuldAgccordcd sreater weleght. I find no
reasgon for doubbting the testimony of witnossos Cudin and Xnnleon
who pogitively declarad faving heard the respondent deliver a
partisan speceh on the oeension rofcrred toe It has not been
shown that they were binsed or hnd any motive to testify fnleely
ngaingt him. T therefore find the regpondent guilty of engnging
dircetly in partigan political activity, which ig Forbidden by tho
Congtitution and Qxieting lows and rogulationg (Art, XII, Seec. 2,
bongt.; Soe. 687, Rove Adm. Code; nnd Givil Serviee RQule XIIT) and
Punishnble with removal or dismiesenl from the ecrviee.

There ig no morit in respondentts claim that he is not covered
by the ban agninst eleetioneering inasmuch ne he belongs to the
unclageified service, and under the election code, which is a lnter
cnnctment than Scetion €87 or the Revised Administrative Code, only
those in the elnssified service are embraced in the prohibition.
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