MALACANANG
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF pHy PHILIPPINES

ADHINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 186
SUSPENDING ME. SEVERTNO BAGTASOS FROM OFFICE AS REGISTER OF TESDS
OF SUIU

Thig 18 an administrative case againgt Mr. Severino Bngbosos,
rogister of dceds of sulu, for allegedly oxtorting money from
gome ignorant Moros.
in 195% a group of Moros came toO
ire about their frco~patent
d them to hixe the services

Antonio Arieta to work for
subgequently, a telegram
Mr. Arictn asking him how

It appenrs that gometima
the office of the vogpondeont to ingw
applications. The rospondent advisa
of a lawyer in Manila by the name of
tho onrly issuance of their patents.
wae received by the pospondent f£rom

jee. Thoroupon, the

muich each applicant would pny Tox tho sexv
to inguire from the

rospondent eont hig son to Tongkil, Sulu,
applicante how much each of them would pay for the sorvices of

lir. Arieta in expediting the issuance of their patents.

Although there is 1o evidence to sustaln the charge of CX~
tortion, the actuations of the vegpondent in the promisas are sach
he to cast a shadow of suspicion on hig motives, congidering that

the transaction involved pecuniary congiderntion. For lack of
sufficient evidence, the reepondent is entitled to the benefit
of the doubt, and he is therefore absolved from the charge. How=

over, the fact remnine that in acting boyond the scomm of hie
officinl dutice and in cuch a way ns to cast doubte on his motives
he ig guilty of improper conduct., Needless to eny, while it is
the duty of evexry public officer Ox employce to serve the public
to the fullest cxtent poseible, he should novertheless rofrain
fyom doing acte which may cast suspicion on his motives.

Wherefore, lir, severino Bagtnsos is hercby suspended from
office as rogister of deeds of Sulu for £iftoan days without ,Bay,

offective upon rocoipt of notice herecof.

pone in the City of Maniln, this 9th dny of March,
in the year of Our Lord, ninctecn hundred and fifty-eix, and of

the Independence of the Philippines, the tenth.
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