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BY THi PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

ADMINISTRATIVIE OnbDzk NO, 188
REMOVING MR, FERNANDO PACANA FROM OFFICE AS REGIST=R OF DHEEDS OF
MISAMIS ORLIWTAL AND CAGAYAN D& ORO CITY, '

Tnis is an administrative case against r, Fernando Pacana, .
register of deeds of Misamis Oriental and Cagayan de Oro City, i
for alleged extortion, negligence, dishonesty, falsification, etc. ;

Charges of extortion having been filed against the respondent, |
a fact-finding investigution was conducted to determine whether or i
not a prime facie case existed to warrant the filing of formal charges |
against him. The investigator found a prime lacie case of extortion r
as well as of negligence, inefficiency, falsification of public docu- i
ments and habitual absence from and tardiness in office., MNotified of o
the charges against him, respondent submitts=d an answer with the pra- _ ﬁ
yer that a formal investigation be conducted if his answer be deemed ‘
insufficient to warrant the dismissal of the case against him,

An investigating committee was therefofe created to conduct a it
formal investigation of the charges ageinst the respondent, The hear- ‘ ﬁ
ing commenced on March 1, 1955, and continued up to March 15, 1955, i
with complainants and witnesses against respondent testifying, during
which the respondent was afforded all the chances to cross-examine
the witnesses. After the complainants had rested their case, the re- o
ception of the evidence for the respondent was set on HMarch 17, 1955, L
On this date, however, counsel for respondent presented a motion for
disqualification of the members of the investigating committee so as
to inhibit them from further hearing the case on the ground of bias
and prejudice. The committee refused to accede to the petition and
called for the presentation of respondent's evidence., UWhen counsel for
respondent refused to do so, the comdttes closed the investigation.

After going over the record, I am satisfied that the motion for ";y
disgualification was frivolous, intended merely to harass the investi- v
gators in the performance of their duty. S

Although the charge of extortion has not been satisfactorily es-
tablished because of the retraction of some of the complainants and o
the unavailability of ancther, the testimony of one of the complain- '
ants tends to prove that respondent ignored the inhibition contained
in Adwinistrative Order No. 239 dated Docember 23, 1953, under which he
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was reprimanded and warned for going beyond the scope of his
official duties by intervening in the preparation and processe
ing ofatﬁﬂﬁ,byagﬂnoﬁﬁdﬁmﬂyiMEﬂWMEgintmsmm—
curcement of plans and technical descriptions, which matters

were alien to his duties as register of deeds,

The evidence also shows that respondent ordered the regis-
tration of documents without requiring payment of fees within
the reglementary period; thet defective documents were also re-
glstered, which could not have been done without his knowledge
unless he did not bother to examine said defective documents bew
fore affixing his signaturs in the certificabion rendering the
same registered, in which case he was gfossly negligent; that he
wgs habitually absent frgm.and tardy in office; and that he fal-
sified public documents (certificates of service) .

The Commissioner of Land Registration belicves that, although
the irregularities committed by the respoident warcant his separa-
tion from the service, the penally to be wmeted out to him should
be mitigated in view of his long and previous faithiful service and
the fact that he was of late suffering from diszbetes which could
have contributed to the comnission of said irregularvities, He
therefore recommends that the respondent "be allowed to resign as
of the date of his receipt of the suspension order and be entitled
to all the rights and privileges accruing thereunder, '

However, the Sceretary of Justice feels that said recommend-
wtion leans unduly on the side of the leniency and that the many
irregularities committed by the respondent ars so grave that it
would not serve public intersst to trest him leniently. Il bhe-
lieves that it is only by drastic action that the Government can
curb the evil practices rampant in many government offices, T
fully sgree wibth the Secretary of Justice,

, dhersfore, and upon the recommendetion of the Seccrebary of
Justice, tr. Pernando Pacana is hereby removed from office as re-
gister of deeds of Urisntal Misamis and Cagayan de Uro City, effecw
tive as of the date of his preventive suspension,

Done in the City of Manila, this 9th day  March, in
the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-six, and of the
Independence of the Fhilippines, the tenth,
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T Acting  Bxecutive Secretery
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