MALACANANG
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

EXONERATING HONORABLA SERATPIO J. DATOG, PROVINGIAL GOVERNOR OF
75 VBOLNGAE DEL SUR.

This is an administrative case aeainet Henorable Seraplo Jde
Datoc, Provinelal Governor of Zamboanga del Bur, who is charged
enduect in office, dishonesty and abuse of

On the charge of oppression, the conplainants, {ais Dantas,
Divscore Alagenic, Gregorio Apup and Domingo Villanueva, individuale-
1y alleged that they were driven from thelr land-holdings by the
respondernt with the vse of threats, force and intimidation. Trom
we evidencs of records 14 appears thab The land in guestion which
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1 located in sitio Lomatang, Balongatings minicipality of Pagadian,
Z res, is

Zamboanga del Sur, having an area of about aixty (€0} hecte
the property of the respondent deelared in his name under Tax De-

clarstion Nos. 12875 ard 1048, and thot he has been raying the land
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tayes therson since 1945,

The complainants were sguatiers in the premises. Gregorioc
Lpug, one of the ecomplainants, petvacted his previcus complaint
deelaring that the regpondent never forced or intimidated him into
1%mﬂgth9hmdin@WMﬂmmtmm?wawitm other complainents,
Pantas ana Villanueve congpired to execute affidavits against the
to the effect that the latter, by force and intimidation,
them out of their lands with the sole purpofe of dividing

1and belonging to the

respondent
had driven
among bhemeelves the sixty (60) hectares of

regpondent .

repayds the charge of miseonduct in office for baving
y .
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coused certain ion prisoners confined in the provincial Jail
to register and vote during the naticnal slectione in 1953, the
cvidence of record Aiscloses that during the last registraticn

several detention prisoners registered and

day and election days
vobed precinet No. 4 in the poblacion of pPagadian., WMo eyidence

presented to prove +hat the prisoners registered and voted on
instructices of the respondent s U0 the conbtrarys provineial warden
Geronimo Irong aesoned responsibility for permitting the prisonsrs,
upon previous consultation with the provineial fiscal, to leave

the provincial jail under TTOPSY secort, for the purpose of register-
ing and vobing. Frarthermors, detsntion prisoners are not included
qualified to yote if otherwise eligible.
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With respect to the charge of dishonesty filed by Mr, Alfonso
Donaire against the respondent for having allegerly collected sums
of money from several regidents of barrio Liargao, in consideration
of the yromise of ih& respondent to work for the conversion of Liar-
gao 1 into 8 municipality and the appointments o of the contributors to
choice positions in %Mw prosvective municipality, it appears from
the ?ueord that there was a movement initiated by SPVﬁTﬁl civie~

spirited residents of Liargzo, prom minent smong whom were Messrs.
Swmicad , fmimbe, Lubpuban and Donaire, for the convers LOH of their
barrio into a monicipality.

Wr. Santisgo Sumicad who was proposed as the town mayor upoen
the creation of the new wmunicipality, teghified that he was the one
vho solicited and received sums of money from the complainant and
other persons amounting to aboub 200,00, and that this smount was

vunt exclusively by himself in going fo Manila for transportation
and other sxpenses while following up the papers and making repre-

sentations for the conversion of Luargua into 2 new municipality,
as requested by the people of Limrpac.

Thers is no coﬂvﬁﬂfﬁng ﬂv%HQQC@ that the respondent asked for

I

and received sums of woney a arged.

The v ﬁmnﬁCﬂ% is al oW agts of terrorism in abuse
powsr 2nd “ﬂmz By for having undt “Ewy employved mewbers of the
ne f"nn:.wﬁnwiﬂx”r in Poobing € TMETens sion of Mavor Javier
of Molave, Zemboargs del Sur; in installation of Atty.
Zosima C. mmﬂ@sﬁa, his appointee, as Actiﬂ; Mﬁyor of Volave; and in
ccwing dOWﬁ fhﬁ OLDO”“LTOL 0“ the local Naciomalistas to +h@ said

reecrd that on June 22, 1953, the respondent
o3el heoard of Zemboanga del Sur four (4) sepa-
pasee epainst Mayor Javier Arioss of Molaye, for

; af auth@vity, oppr ssion end neglect of duty. On the same day,
he ordered the of Mayor friosa and designated Atty. Zosima

0. Ledesma as deting Taygrg Cepy of the susvension orcer was served
en FPeyor Arioss by Capt. Viajtar of the losal eécnstabulary, but Mayor

SAvsh

Lricsa refused to vacale thpiﬁﬁ?icﬁ on the ground that he was not

furnished with copy of the char net him, Sensing the growing

tension and fearful of the iwminuf 4¢furt10 of the reace and order

sitvation in folave, the ; wquested the President through

%h@ Provineisl Cowmander pTO?TﬁCQ; to place Molave under
onetebulary control.

Japt. Viajar of the local const tsbulary, believing that the
existing condition warranted plac ving the rallce foree of Molave
wrder constabulary contrel, acted acc cordingly without waliting for

avthority from the Office of the Pres 1ident, Subsequently, or on
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