MALACANANG
MAWITA

BY THE PRUSIDENY OF THE FEILIFPINES
ATMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. ¥
ATMONISHING CITY THEASURER MARCELINO SATMIBNIO OF MANILA.

This is an agdministrabive case filed by Tormer Congressman
G. Viola Fernnndo pgainst City Traasurer Mareelino Sammiento of
Manila for allegedly (1) paying exorbitsant Drices for quonset hats
aequired by the eity, {23 grantbing a loan of 25,000 to the City
Oooperabive Association without security, (3} being negligent and
lax in the gupsrvigion of his subordinates resulting in the mig-
appropriation by one of them of public funds (radis fees collecge
tion) gmounting to F43,000, {4) failing to colleet gince 1946
internnl revenus amusement taxes and penalties amounting to
36,855 and (5) {a) publishing the list of dAistrained city prop-
ertiee in g newspaper of limited circulation bo favor sald newa-
paper and {b) selling guch distrained opropertiss ot unconscionnbly
low prices.

The case was investigabed by the defunct Inteprity Board
which found charges (1) and {3) without merit becaups, as to the
firgt, the price of ¥3,500 per quonset hut paid by the eity govern-
ment to Leonardo Manos was just and reascunble under the circumg-
tances gnd the transaction wag passed in audit without guestion,
and, as to the third charge, respondent shoull not he held res-
ponsible in any mapner for the acts of one Porfirie Yumul who,
although degignated by the respondant ns his speecial dephby, is o
regular employee of, and held office in, the Bureau of Internal
Revenue and who ig now under prosecution for malversation of puvlic
funds. Charges {21 ond (4) were Avopped by the Bonrd, it appear-
ipng that they covered guestions involwved in coses pending in thie
Office ond the Supreme Court. Farenthetically, it may be stated
that respondent was cleared by bthis Office of any liability ip
digbureing the 25,000 o the City Scoperghive Associgbion pur-
suant to the resclubtion passed by the munieipal board and approve
by the ¢lbty mayor.

However, the Board found the respondent vemise in the dise-
charge of his duties in connection with counte {a) and {b) of the
fifth charge, for causing the notice of auction sale of proparties
for nonpayment of taxes to be published in Apg Bagong Balilta, a
mewepaper of limited eirculaticn, rssulting in the fallure of the
Government and the londowners concerned to obbaln the besgt prices
obtainable, and for gelling distrained properties in their entivety,




=3
@

2
more particularly that belonging to the Hijas de la Caridad {with
an area of 2,500 square meters and an assessed valuation of #1
per square mebter) which was sold for the palbry sum of ¥74.78,
the amount of the tax lien, when under the law only so much of the
same g8 would cover such lien should have been sold. No actual
pecuniary damage resulted, however, from the sale of the specific
property referred to as the same was not finally carried out
because of its nullification by the City Fiscal of Manila and
the Secretary of Justice.

In view of the foregoing, the Integrity Board recommended
that the respondent be admonished with warning. I aogree with
the Board's findings and recommendation.

Wherefore, Cibty Treasurer Marcelino Sammiento ig hereby
adménished to be more careful in the discharge of his duties in
the Puture s0 as to aveid any possible injustice Lo toxpayers,
with o warning that repetition of similar acts will be dealt with
more severely. '

Done in the City of Manila, this l4th day of Tebruary
in the year of Our lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-four,and of
the Independence of the Philippines, the eighthe.
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