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LEMOVTHG DAMIANO B, VILLATBA 48 CHIED OF THE F'I
O IRTWENT OF BUTUAN CTIY, FOR PARTISAN POLITICAL
ACTTVITY.

Thig 1s an administrative case against Damiano
7, Villalba, Chief of the Fire Department of Butuan
City, foO¥ slleged partigan p@lltieal activity on
five counls, namely, (1 attempting to perguade one
Fanstino Indoy, his neompadre to join the Liberal
Partys (2) posting fiperal Party election propagandas
{3) uttering earcastic remarks Gerogatory and offensive
to the NP congressional eandidate but in favor of the
P congyensimmal candidate: {(4) entering the polling

places of precincte Nos, W1 oand L1-4 in the morning
of the day of the electiony with Liberal Party sample
vallots, for Lhe purpose of electioneerings and 5?
attending an LP cauets at the harrio of Lemon, Dutuan

City on hAugust o3, 1953,

The above chaTrges were investigated by & special
jpvestigator of this Office, who found the regpondent
guilty of counts (1), €3) snd (4}, and recormended
his dismissal from office therefor.
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The records © s
: in ecounts (2) and {%).

evidence toO atista

with respect to count (1), the preponderance of
the evidence chows that on Hovemner 9, 1051, the
respondent vigited his compadre, Fauetino Indoy in
the latter's nouse in barrio Symilihon, Butuan City,
and tried to sway nim to join the Liberal Party. 4&s
correctly oheerved bY the snvestigator, "the mere
denial on the part of the respondent that he had
gone tO gumilihon on the eve of the glection cannot
offeet the pogitive evidence afforded by Faustino
Tndoy'. positive evidence hag more weight than
negative evidence. Tne respondent j¢ found guilty of

this count.
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Regarding count (3), it is established by the
evidence that at about 1330 otclock on the afternoon 3
of Wovember T, 1953, the respondent wWag sn front of |
the toll house at harrio Sumilibon, and in a con-

versation with one Tulogio Garcie, told the latter

the followings "I thought you sald that WMoling (re-

ferring to NP Candidate Sanehez) can roll down

Cacoy (LP Candidate Calo) with one log. AS it is

now it turned out that he does not have mMONEY and

probably he will be rolled down by Cacoy', and that

fhe respondent at that time had his pockets full of

cample ballots of the Liberal Party. He 1s 1ikewice

guilty of thie count.

with respect Lo count (1), the evidence clearly
shows that on election day (November 10 1053) res-
pondent wag ineide the polling places of precincts
Sos. L1 and 41-4 both cituated in the Sumilihon
parrio school nouse from 10:00 otelock a.m. TO 3: 00
olelock p.m. with sample bhallots of the Liberal
Party. L1 am not impressed with the claim of the
regpondent that he was in gumilikon on the day of

the election to gieit his farm, it appesring that

it was not corroborated by any other witnese. 1f

his eaid claim was true, he could have precented

nis tenant as a witnece to corroborate hisg defense
that he was in hie farm and not in the polling places
qe testified to by several persons. The respondent
ie also found guilty of this charge.

The law prohkibite officers and employees in the

civil Service from engaging directly or indirectly
in partisan political activity or take part in any
clection except to vote (Sec. 2, Art. XIT, Constitu-
tion). Ihe Constitution does not diatinguich hetween
ineumbente of elassified and unelageified positione

o

in the civil service.

npelitical getivity" as gefiped in Civil Service
Fule AITT, Hehall consist, amobe other things, in |
v x x making speeches, canvagging OF coliciting votes
or political gupport in the interests of any party ‘
or candidates, epliciting OY receiving contributions

dirvectly or indirectly,

for political purposes, either
or hecoming prominently identified wit
or failure of any candidate oY candidsa
to public of fice".

h the gucCess
teg for election

setive partieipatiom of officers and employees ;
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in the civil ser ryice in partisall political activities
ﬁcfrod@v @ffzci ney in the 20V vernment service. In the
1nbc?evt of good ﬁovprwmnﬂf partisan no?WbJCdW
getivities ahiould not he xﬁjaﬁAted any further.
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Tn view of the fore goingy L mpr@bv order the
removal of K. Damiano . Villalba as Chief of the
Fire Department of Butuan City.

fione in the City offﬂanila? thie 1et day of
Wowerber  in the year of Our Tord, nineteen hummred
and ijtV ~four and of the Tl@t“ﬁ"ﬂ@TCQ of the Philip-
pines, the nintn.

By the president:
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