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MATACAIATG

OF THE PHILIPPTHES
MANTLA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPFINAS
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER M0, 14
'REQUIRING JUDGE LULS ORTEGA TO RESION FROM OFFICE

This is an administrative cnee against Judge luie Ortega of the
Court of First Instonce of Laguna for misconduct in office congisting
in having supposedly committed acts of lasciviousness and attempted
rope on the peregon of a certain public school teacher in Sanba Cruz,
Loguna, on Jonuary 10 and 11, 19851, regpectively. Upon resolution of
the Supreme Court, the case waneg lnvestlgated by Justice Roberto

.....

#le That there ig sufficient evidence that respondent embraced
and kissed the complainant; witiout her eonsent or over her objection,
on January 10, 1951;

"o, That one enh only speculuate on whether or not he then touched
her private parts;

3¢ That, although he may have, also, embraced and kissed com=
Plainant on January 11, 1951, the proof thereon is hardly sufficient
to constitute a preponderance of the evidence;

g, That the evidence of record is, likewise, insurficient to
conclude, with reasonamble certainty, that respendent attempted to
ravigh the complainmnt, on the date lagbt mentioned, particularly
in the mannex testified to by her;

"5, That M¥rs. Adao signed her affidgvit, Exhivit 2, under some
moyal pressure;
, "6, That Mre. Adoo was not present when respondent asgked MNotary /
‘Public Bernardo Cagandahan to sign the certification, at the foot of /
~EBxhibit 2, to the effect that she hnd subscribed and wworn to the ;
“4truth thereof before him; //

w7, Thot, this notwithstonding, Cagondahan mode said certifico-
tion becauge the respondent had asked him to do so and had assured
him that everything was all right; and

"8, That respondent appended said Lxhibit 2 to his answer to
the charges of complgingut herein, and introduced sanid affidovit in
evidence, knowing that said certirication, aond some of the material
statements made in said affidavit, are false.n



&
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After o coreful examination of the evidence of record the
Bupreme Court arrived at the conclugion that the invegtigator's find-
ings are correct. However, it made the followin: observations:

#1t should be taken into consideration that the act mentioned
in Paragraph 1 was committed in the premises of the Court of First
Instance of Laguna. It should also be noted that with regard to
Parograpis 6, 7, and & Judge Ortega exerted moral pressure upon
Krs. Adao to make her sign the affidavit (Exhibit ) and induced
Notary Public Bernardo Cagandahan to certify that Mrs. Adac had sub-
scribed and sworh to before him said affidavit, when in fact she had
not done so, and that Judge Ortegn attached said affidavit to hig
answer, ond introduced it in evidence during the investigation, know-

ing that the notorinl certification and materinl statements in said
affidavit are fnlse,

"The findings in Paragraphs 6, 7, and 8 are serious, for the
Judge induced the notary public, who was under his Jurisdiction, to
malke a false certification, .and the Judge, knowing that enld certi-
fication and some material statements in said affidavit were falee,
relied upon it in his onewer and introduced it in evidence, thus
faleifying a public document and introdueing it in an investigation,
before an officinl commissioned by this Court to hear the evidence.®

In view of the foregoing, the Supreme Court recommends that
Judge Luis Ortega be required to resign. After carefully going over
the recoxrd of the case, I fully concur in the investigotorts findings
and the observations and recommendation of the Supreme Court.

Wherefore, Judge Luies Ortegse is hereby wrequired to regign within
tive (5) doys from receipt of copy hereof. Should he fnil to do s0,
be would be considered as having been removed from office effective
on the day following the expiration of snid period, with prejudice
to reinstatement and to his receiving whatever retirement benefits,
if ony, he may have earned.

Done in the City of Maniln, this 17thday of Mareh y in
the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty~four, and of the
Independence of the Philippines, the eighth.

By the P

Exechtive Secretary
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