MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINE
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER No. 166

EXONERATING PROVINCIAL GOVERNOP MATEO

8. PECSON OF MASBATE

This is an adm1n1strat1ve case against Goverr or Mateo

S. Pecson of Masbate, who stands charged Wlt}"

of irregularities involving alleged abuse of autl‘

a number
or1ty, mis-

use of government funds and property, and threats and

intimidation. These charges were mvestlgated
tegrity Board which found the following facts
been estabhshed

by the In-
as having

That the prlsoners alleged to have been utlh,zed by the
respondent to render personal services in hls oﬁimal res-
idence and in the construction of the garage uSed in his
wife’s transportation business did so voluntarllyw and dur-

ing their spare hours only; and they have no
against the respondent. S
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As regards the charge that he borrowed tr uck tires from
the office OE the District Engineer for his wife’s trucks,
the Dlstrlc . Engineer explained that he lent truck tires
to the res‘ﬂ; dent’s wife to avoid possible inconvenience
to the publ stating that in the past he had also been
borrowingts es from respondent’s wife for the use of gov-
ernment cd‘rs

That th }alleged failure of the 1espondent to distribute
cigarettes worth £10,000 to government employees as in-
tended, w é due to the lack of interest on the part of the
variocus ¢ efs ‘of provincial offices and thelr’employees in
getting t}relr shares and in depositing the money for the
purchase th ereof ; and that as respondent (Ehd not want
to "assum ‘responmblhty for the value of sald cigarettes,
he mdorsed them to a third party Who Was willing to
advance ’The needed amount.

That in eonnectlon with the charge of mlsuse of govern-
ment fun S?‘ he evidence discloses that upon representatlon
ondent the cwners of two ad;pommg lots which
rbemg used as government nursery, agreed to
sell said lo‘ts to the Province of Masbate for $2,000; that
the said owners, who were then residing in Mamla, inad-
vertentlyiexecuted the corresponding deed of sale in favor
of the respondent personally, although the sum of $2,000
paid for Jshe land was government fund; that respondent,
not belnw‘gt lawwyer, was not aware of the apparent irreg-
ularity; t ‘at when his attention was called to it, he imme-
diately executed the cor responding 1ns1:rument conveying
the property to the Province of Masbate; that respondent
never took possession of said property nor beneﬁ ed from
any frui | or ' products thereof; that even pmor to 1946,
said propﬁrty ‘had always been used as prcvhnmal nursery
under the‘x administration of the provmclal agricultural
-“gwho sold the products therefrom for the account
it of the provincial government. _j
In ‘the}‘,ght of the above findings, the Integrlty Board
recomme ds complete exoneration of respondent 1 have
carefully\examlned and considered the evidence of record
and I fu]ly agree with the findings of that'body.

Wherefore, and in accordance with the recommendatlon
of the Injcegrlty Board, Governor Mateo S. Pecson is hereby
exonerat d from all the charges filed agamst him.

Done b the City of Manila, this 19th day of October,
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-one,

and of ’Té Independence of the Phlhppmes, the sixth.
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: . EvpPIDIO! QUIRINO
- President of t‘hg]‘thl@ppmes
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By thl,}Presment
- ‘ : MARCIANO ROQUE ‘
A‘c?mg Assistant Executive Secretary
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