MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
ADUTHISTRATIVE ORDER No. 3 /

REQUIRING MR. VICENTE BAUTLSTA, JUDGE OF TiE LVUNICIPAL COURT, BRANGH
III, OF THE CITY OF MANILA, TO RESIGH

This is an administrative case against lr. Vicente Bautista,
Judge of the Funicipal Court, Branch III, of the Ciby of Manila, who
gtands charged with the following irregularities in the narformance
of his dubties: (1) that he holds sessions only once or twice a week;
(2) that he sets many cases, criminal and civil, for hearing bub only
a few are sctually tried, and on the following day, many of the cases
not heerd sre alrvsady declded; (2) that he sentences accused without
giving them opovortunity to answer the complaint or informatlonj (4)
that he authorizes uﬂs clerk to impose fines for viclation of traffi
regulationss and (5) that his clerk signs warrants of arrest or search
warrants without taking the decleration under oath of the peace offi-
cors applving for sald writs.
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After investigation, the Secrebary of Justice found only charges
Yos. 1, 4 and 5 proven, and recommended thalt respondent judge be re-
quired to resizn from office with prejudice to reinstatement. After
carefrlly going over the record, [ concur in the findings of the Sec-
retary of Justice that charges lNos. 2 and 3 have not been gubstantlated.

4s regards charge Mo. 1, the evidence establishes the fact that
respondent judge, to the prejudice of the Govermment and the public,
1ant much official time outeide of his office to attend to purely
pergonal inberests without even applying for leave of ashssnece.
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With resnect to charge lo. 4, it is clesr that the respondent
suthorized Francisco Plamonte, general docket clerlk of hls court, to
impose fines in braffic violatlon cases where the defendants vere,
ready bo vlead guilty and to pay a fine ten pesog for each viola=-
tion. Respondent atitenpted to Justifly i conduct by claiming that
he nad ohserved that many persons asccused of viclation of traffic
regulations whe were willing to nlead guilty and pey the minimum [lne,
walted for him from £:00 ofclock in the morning until noon time when
he wouvld be throush with the court session; and to aveid delay, he
ingtructed Francisco Piamonte to attend to them so that they could pa
flﬁwz que withovt nis interventlon. Thls action of the re@ponqenl

y ation of judiciazl functions which is totally
reprehensi ble. Undoubtaedly, thoge who have come to

rregulear practice heve lost thelr respect for his court

thereol, lnstead of the judze who was chosen

legal ¢ I 1 qualifications to preside in

over baose charged with traffic VLOldtanau
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With respact to charge oo 5, 1t 5
3;1%?@11v igsued Tifty blank sesrch warrants gl vnqueou of a1
] the Vanila Police Department and on the mere agsurance by
hiivd pa?ties thet the Secrebary of Jastice had sancbloned thelr
Seguanes. The information was not Lrus hacause the sald Se bary
did noth ye his approval to such act. That no abuse was shown o
have besn cowmnithed by the peace officers serving the W
not ou%wan‘ the bold disvegard by the respondent judge of tne SENG-
Stity of the constitubional riﬂbt of avary anlV|ﬂ111 %o bhe securs
oainst unreasonable searches and UeL are.  The Constitublon and the
Rules of Court require that no searsh wavvant shall be issued except
upon probable cause to be debermined by the judge after examination
wnder cath or affirmation of the comnidlnan and the witnesses he nay
produce, and Dﬂ(ui?ﬂlﬁfAy deseribing the place to be searched and bthe
things to be selzed. To issvs blank search warrants without W?S*lww
ing the wandatory requirenant above sat forth is in open contravention
of the Fundamsnbal law. I+ was his doty to refuse to ilssue 1 bthe ware
panh i€ the requivement of the law was not complied with, irvespective
 who asked for thelr issuancs or who gave sanchi
having complied with & vecuest which he very w017
ous violabion of a econgbitubions : _
apainst his conduct as a judl ! 'f;; While

o8 Can

et

.
VGO E

o extend hi

. legs not the
axtent of i vbing the 1 SO TTL u>adm;“_k -and'ﬁnm
bacoms a hﬁ{tj to the pos of abuzes asgalnst ianocent

and peaceful LﬂleldﬂBlse

The irvesularities commitlbed by the respondent judge conghituhe,
beyond dovlbh, serious misconduct in office. This adminigbration is
debermined to raise the standard of the judieiavy to the highsst
level so that the vsople may have full trust and confidense in our

courts. Thig ohjective can only be attainad if the jwﬂw@' are men
; .

of the highest inbegrity and moral character, of unguestionsd capa-

alty, dﬁﬂ of the brosdest human sympathles and unanrsmaﬁdi ne. They
ghould noth fiv be familiar with the law bubt, above all, they should
rogpeet and apply it under all eilrvcumstances and never to gacrifice

the zams {or }c aake of exvedlency.

the ves Mre Vicente Bautist~
showld be required to resign from o 1 bhe respondent
ﬁW“eadV'tmndeeﬁ his wesignation, Lnn sams is harely WC}ﬂPﬁ Wlth
prejudice to rveingbatement.

For all the foregolng,
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Done in the City of Manila, bthic -
of Our Lord, ninstesn hundred
of the Philinpines, the flrat.

the yvear
Independence
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