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MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIFPINES
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 1853

%

REGUIRING AUXILIARY JUSTICE OF THE PEACE TEOFILO BUZON OF
HILONGOS, LEYTE, TO RESIGN

This is an administrative case against Teofilo Buzom,
Auxiliery Justice of the Peace of Hilongos, Leyte, for
gross ignorance and abuse of authority.

The record shows that when Crimipal Case No. 5818 of
the Justice of the Peace Court of Hilongos, Leyte, for
threat wes called for hearing on June 15, 1940, the res-
pondent, who was then presiding, ordered the arrest for
contempt of Selvedor Zarco, one of the defendants, for not
having arrived yet in the court room and then transferred
the hearing for Jume 19, 1940. The respondent later set
agide the order of arrest in view of Zarco's appearance.
On the latter dete, he declared one Severino Boca in con-
tempt because of his failure to appear in court as a wit-
ness in a case and ordered his imprisomment for one day
which Boca served. The respondent hed no authority to
make the said orders as under the Code of Civil Procedure
which was then in force, a justice of the peace could not
punish a person for indirect contempt,

It likewise appears that the respondent held the com-
plainant guilty of direct contempt of court end ordered
him imprisoned for one day, When a relative of the com-
plainant initiated steps so that the order of contempt may
be appealed frem, the respondent would not accept & personal
bond for the purpose of such appeal and would accept only
a cash bond in the unfounded belief that only a cash bond
was acceptable, with the result thet the intended appeal
wes abandoned and the complainant served the penslty of one
day imprisonment imposed upon him., The foregoing acts of
the respondent show unmistekebly his ignorance of elemen-
tery law governing the functions of his office.

Without going into the question of whether the res-
pondent also committed abuse of authority, which under the
circumstences 1s not necessery, I find the respondent
guilty of gross ignorence of the law which requires his
seperetion from the service in the interest of the proper

administration
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administretion of justice. A person who hes no working
knowledge of the law affecting the courts should not be

allowed to occupy the office of justice or auxiliary jus- :

tice of the peace.

In view of the foregoing and in accordance with the
recommendation of the Secretary of Just ice, the respond-
ent, Teofilo Buzom, Auxiliary Justice of the Peace of
Hilongos, Leyte, is hereby required to resign within fif-
teen days from the receipt of a copy of this Order; amd
ghould he fail to do so, he shell be orderec}, removeda.

Done at the City of Meanila, thisQ '}'3(;? of\zs/[é,’a,é(_‘
one,

in the yeear of Our Lord, nineteen hundre and forty-one
and of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, the sixth.

Mot \Qun—

By the President:

GE B,/ VARGAS.
y to the President




