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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE FHILIPPINES

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER No./34

RECUIRING JUSTICE OF THE PEACE SERAPIO J. DATOC OF

PAGADIAN, DINAS, TUKURAN AND CEBUANO BARRACKS,
PROVINCE OF ZAMBOANGA, TO RESIGN HIS OFFICE

The herein respondent, Serapio J. Datoc, Justice
of the Feace ofPagadian,ﬁinas, Tukuran.andlgebuano
Barracks, province of Zamboanga, is charged with hav-
ing collected his salary for May 22 and 23, 1957, and
January 10 to 24, 1938, despite the fact that on those
dates he was outside his district attending to his pri-

vate practice. The respondent alleges that he thought
he was entitled to salary whenever he appeared as coun-
sel for a party-litigant, and that if he indicated in
his time records and certificates of service that he
was never absent on those dates, it was due to over-
sight. The respondent has already reimbursed the

amount he had illegally collected,

After carefully going over the evidence of record,
I agree with the Secretary of Justice that the respond-
ent's defense is unsatisfactory. 1t appears that the

respondent did not collect his pay from June 5 to quly
2, 1937 while he was in Dipolog where he appeared in

his ca%acity as a practitioner before the Court of
First Instance of 4amboanga, and there seems to be no
valid reason why he shonld not have collected his sal-
ary during that periodalkso if he really believed that
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yIn view oﬁ}bhe foregoi‘lg‘ and concurring in the re-
commendation af\the Secretanry, of Justice, the respond-
ent, Serapio/J. Watoc, is hereby required to resign as
Jus£ ce of the Esaca.of Pagadian, Dinas, Tukuran and
Cebuano Barhacks), province of Zgmboanga, effective
1 Al .

immediately.} | \
_ ‘i - Y % ‘1_1 b ~ ;
Done at thgkﬁft&of Manlla, this day of September,

N
in.tﬁq‘xgar Our lord, nineteen hundred and forty, and
of the Cowmon N of the Philippines, the fifth.
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retary to the President




