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Republic of the Philippines
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao
REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Cotabato City

THIRD LEGISLATIVE AGSEMBLY
{Fourth Regular Session )}

- 00 o -

Bogun and held in Cotabato City, on Tuesday, the
geventh day of April nineteen hundred and ninety seven.

[ MUSLIM MINDANAC AUTONOMY ACT 863

“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN AQUATIC AND FISHERIES
CODE OF THE AUTONOMOUS REGION TN MUSLIM
MINDARAO, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES."™

Be it enacted by the Regional ILegisiative Assesbly

session assembled:

ARTICLE 1
TITLE AND COVERAGE

SECTION 1. Title. - This Act shall be known and
the “ARMM Aquatic and Fisgheries Code of 1989."

SEC. 2. Coversge. — The provizsions of thies Code shall

enforced in:

cited

twenty-

in

as

a. ARMM waters which shall extend to offshore
fishing grounds, up to and including all waters twenUy-—

two and one-half (22 1/2) kilometers from

its

coastline but inside the territorial waters of the
Philippines, regardless of depth, the seabed and the
subeoil that are included between two (Z) lines drawn
perpendicular to the general cosstline from poinls
where the boundary lines of the ARMM touch the sea at
low tide and a third line parallel to the general

coastline;

b. all fisheries and aguatic resources whether
inland, coastal or offshore including, but not limited

to, fishpondse and fish pens/cages; and
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c. all landas devoled Lo aguaculture or business
and activities rvelaling to fishery. whether private or
public lands.

ARTICLE i1
DECTARATTION OF POLICY AND OBJECTIVES

SEC. 3. Declaration of Policv. - Tt 18 hereby declared
¥y of the Autonomous Regton in Musilim Mindanao:

a. To achiceve food security as the overriding
congsidoration in  the management, development, and
utilization of fisherles and aguatic resources in
order Lo provide the food requirements of the people;

b. To limit access Lo the fisheries and aquatic
resources for the exclusive uBe ol Filipinos,
preferably the ATMM residents.

¢. To ensure the rational mansgement, sustainable
development:, and intenzified congservation of the
fishery and aguatic resources in ARMM Lo maintain sound
ecological balance of the environment:

d. To protect the rightls of [fisherifolk in
the preferential use of the municipal watera, which
shall be based on Maximum Sustainable Yield or Total
Allowahle Cateh on Lhe basiz of resources and
ceodogical conditions;

e. To provide suppurl Lo Lhe fishery sector,
primarily Lo the municipal fisherfolk, through
appropriate technology and rescearch, adequate financial
support, praoduction and macketing assistance. and other
BETVICes;

« 30 To muanage fishery and aquatic resources
convistent with the concept of an integrated coastal
area management in specific natural fisghery aress;
ancd

#. To grant the private sector the privilege to
utilize [isherics and aguatic resources under the basic
concept that the grantee., licensee or permiitee
thereof shall not only be a priviloged beneficiary but

Lhe
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also an active partner in the management.. development,
proteclion and disposition of fisheries and agqualic
rezcurceas.

SEC. 4. Objoectiven. — The ARMM ohall ensure Lhe attainment
of Lbe following objocbives:

I. Poverty alleviation aund the provision ol
pupplementary livelihood among municiprl fisherfolk:

Z2. Improvement of productivity of aguaculture  and
cveaweeds induslry wilhin ccologicnl Limibes;

3. Modersizabtion of Tichaery seclor by transforming
il from o  roesourcs--based Lo i technology-based
industry;

4. Fguitable acoess of small  fisherfolk to
asasets, resources, services and post-harvest
facilitics; and

5. Prismotion of people empowerment by establishing
mochanisms for Lhe porlicipnlion of people s
organizations, non government organizabions, andg
cooperatives in decision making:

ARTICLE 111
DEFINITION OF TERMS

SEC. 5. Delinition of Terms. - As used in thia Code, fthe
following terms arve hereby defined:

1. Ancillary Industries companies related to
Lhe supply, construction and maintenance of fishing
vepsels, gears, neltsg and other fishing paraphernaltas
fishery machine shops; and olher facilities such ase
hatcheries, nurseries, feed plantaz, cold
vlorage/refrigeralion, processing plonts and other pre-
harvest and post harveat facilities.

2. Appropriate Fishing Techoology - adaplLable
ftechmalogy, both tn fishtng and ancillary industries,
that is ceologically sound, jocally source-based and
labor intensive.



Page 4
MMAA 86

3. Agquacullbure - fishery operations involving all
forms of raising and culturing fish and other fishery
apecies itn freah, brackish and marine water areas,

4. Aquabic Pollution - the introduction by human
or machine, directly or indirectly, of substances or
energy to the aguattic environment which ts l1kely to
result in such delclerious effects as to harm  living
and non living aguatic resocurces, pose potential and/or
real hazard to human health, hindrance Lo aquatic
activilies osuch as fishing and navigalion, including
dumping/digposal of waste and other marine litters,
discharge of petroleum or reaidusal products of
petroleum or carbonaceous mabterials/substances, and
other radicactive, noxicus or harmful liquid, gaseous

or solid substances, Deforestation, unsound
agriculture practices, and wetland conversion which
cAause similar deletertous aeffects ghall also

constitute aquatic pollution.

5. Aquatic Hesourcea - includes fish, othor
aguatic flora and fauna and other living resources of
the aquatic convircenment including, but net limited

to, Balt and corals.

6. ARMM is an acronvm for the Autonomous Hegion in
Muslim Mindanao.

7. NMrtificial Hects - any structure of nalural or
manmade materials placed on o body of water Lo serve
an shelter and habitat, source of food., breeding area
for fishery species amnd shoreline protection,

8. Catch Ceilings the annual catech limtte
allowed Lo be taken, gabhered or harvesbed from any
fishing area in consideration of the need to prevent
overfishing and harmful depletion of breeding stocks
of aquatic organisms.

8. C(Closed Geason - the periad during which the
taking of ospecified fishery spocies by a gspecified
fiahing gear is prohiblited in & specifled area or
areas.

10. Coastal Area/s7Zone - a band of dry land and
adjacent ocean space in which terrestrial processes and
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uses directly affect oceanic processes and uses, and
vice versa. lts geographic extent may include areas
within a landmark limit of one (1)} kilometer from the
shore—line at high tide to include mangrove Swamps,
brackish water ponds, nipa swamps. estuarine rivers,
sandy beaches and other areas within seaward limit of
200 meters isobar.

11. Commercial Fishing - the taking of fishery
species by passive or active gear for trade., business
or profit bevond subsistence or sports fishing, toe be
further classified as:

a. Small scale commercial fishing -
fishing with passive or active gear utilizing
fishing vessels of 3.1 gross tons (GT) up to
15 GF:

b. Medium scale commercial fishing -
fishing utilizing active gears and vessels of
15. 1 G up to 100 GT; and

c. Large scale commercial fishing —
fishing utilizing active gears and vegsels
of more than 100 GT.

12. Commercial Scale - scheme of producing minimum
harvest per hectare per year of mitkfish or other
species to be determined by the Regional Department in
consultation with concerned sectors.

13. Coral - the hard calcareous substance made up
of the skeleton of marine coelenterate polyps which
include reefs, shelves and atolls or any of the
marine coelenterate animals living in colonies where
their skeletons form a stony mass. They include:

{a) skeletons af | antho=zcan
coelenterates characterized as having a rigid
axis of compact calcareous or horny spicules,
belonging to the genus corallium represented
by red, pink, and white corals which are
considered precious;

{b) skeletons of anthozoan
coeclenterates characterized by thorny. horny




Page ©
MMAA BSOS

axis such as the antipatharians represented
by black corals which are considered semi-
precious; and

{c) ordinary corals which are neither
precious nor semi-precious.

14. Coral Reef - a natural aggregation of coral
skeleton, with or without 1living coral rolypes.,
occurring in intertidal and subtidal marine waters.

15. Demarcated Areas - boundaries defined by
markers and assigned ex: aively to specific
individuals or organizations for certain specified and
limited uses such as:

a. Aguaculture, sea ranching and sea
farming;

b. Fish aggregating devices;

¢. Fixed and passive fishing gears; and

d. Fry and fingerlings gathering.

16. Electrofishing - the use of electricity
generated by batteries, generators and other source
of electric power to kill, disable or render
unconscious fishery species, whether or not the same
are subsequently recovered.

17. Endangered, Rare and/sor Threatened Species -
aquatic plants, animals, including some varieties of
corals and sea shells in danger of extinction as
provided for in existing fishery laws, rules and
regulations or in the protected areas of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources — ARMM and in
the Convention on International Trade of Endangered
Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES).

18. Fine Mesh Net - net with mesh size of less
than three centimeters (3 cm.) measured between two
{(2) opposite knots of a full mesh when stretched or as
otherwise determined by the appropriate government
agency.

189. Fish Cage - an enclosure which is either
stationary or floating made up of nets or screens sewn
or fastened together and installed in the water with
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opening at the surface or covered and held in a place
by wooden/bamboo posts or various types of anchors and
floats.

20. Fish fingerlings - a stage in the life cyclé
of the fish measuring to about 6-13 cm. depending . On
the species.

21. Fish fry - a stage at which a fish has Jjust
been hatched usually with sizes from 1-2.5 cm.

22_ Fisherv/Aquatic Products. - include not only
finfish and seaweeds but also mollusks, crustaceans,
echinoderms, marine mammals, and all other species of
aquatic flora and fauna and all other products of
aguatic living resocurces in any form.

23. Fish Corral or Baklad - a stationary weir or
trap devised to intercept and capture fish consisting
of rows of bamboo stakes, plastic nets and other
materials fenced with split bamboo or wire mattings
with one or more enclosures, usually with easy
entrance but difficult exit, and with or without
leaders to direct the fish to the catching chambers,
purse or bags.

24. Fish pen - an artificial enclosure
constructed within a body of water for culturing
fish and fishery/aguatic resocurces made up of poles
closely arranged with wooden materials, screen or
nylon netting to prevent escape of fish.

25_. Fisherfolk — people directly or personally
and physically engaged in taking and/or culturing and
processing fishery/agquatic resources.

26. Fisherfolk Cooperative — a duly registered
association of fisherfolk with a common interest, who
have voluntarily Jjoined together to achieve a lawful
common social or economic end, making egquitable
contribution to the capital reguirement and accepting a
fair share of the risks and benefits of the
undertakings.

27. Fisherfolk Organization — an organized group.
asgociation, federation, or alliance of fisherfolk
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which has at least fifteen (15) members, a set of

officers, a constitution and by laws, an
organizational structure and program of action.

28. Fisheries — all activities relating to the
act or business of fishing, culturing. preserving,
processing, marketing, developing, conserving and

managing aquatic resources and the fishery areas,
including the privilege to fish or take agquatic
resource thereof.

29. Fish pond - a land-based facility enclosed
with earthen or stone material to impound water for
growing fish.

30. Fishing Boat/Gear License - a permit to
operate specific types of fishing boat/gear for
specific duration in areas beyond municipal water for
deversal or pelagic fishery resources.

31. Fishery Management Areas - a bay., gulf, lake
or any other fishery area which may be delineated for
fishery resocurce management purposes.

32. Fishery Operator - one who owns and provides
the means including land, labor, capital, fishing
gears and vessels, but does not persconally engage in
fisheries.

33. Fishery Refuge and Sanctuaries - a designated
area where fishing or other forms of activities which
may damage the ecosystem of the area is prohibited and
human access maybe restricted.

34. Fishery Reserve - a designated area where
activities are regulated and set aside for educational
and research purposes.

35. Fishery Species — all aquatic flora and fauna

including, but not restricted to, fish, algae,
coelenterates, mollusks, crustaceans, echinoderms and
cetaceans.

36. Fishing gear - any instrument or device and
its accessories utilized in taking fish and other
aquatic resources, classified into:
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a. Active fishing gear — characterized
by gear movements and/or the pursuit of the
fish by towing, 1lifting, and pushing the
gears, surrounding, covering, dredging.
pumping and scaring the target species to
impoundments, such as, but not limited to,
trawl, purse seines, Danish seines, bag nets,
and paaling.

b. Passive fishing gear — characterised
by the absence of gear movement and/or the
pursuit of the target fish., such as, but
not limited to, hook and 1line, fishpots,
traps and gill nets across the path of the
fish.
37. Fishing Vessel - any boat, ship or other

watercraft equipped to be used for taking of fishery

species or aiding or assisting one or morc vessels in
the performance of any activity relating to fishing
including, but not limited to, supply, storage,
refrigeration, and/or processing.

38. Fishworker - a person regularly or not
regularly emploved in commercial fishing and related
industries, whose income is either in wage, profit-—
sharing or stratified sharing basis, including those
working in fish pens, fish cages, fish corrals,
fishponds, prawn farms, sea farms, salt beds, fish
ports, fishing boat or trawlers or fish processing

and/or packing plants. Excluded from this category
are administrators, security guards and overseers.

3d9. Fishing with Explosives - the use of
dynamite, other explosives or chemical compounds
that contain combustible elements which upon ignition
by friction. concussion, percussion or detonation of
all or parts of Lhe compound, will kill, disable or

render unconscious any fishery gpecies. 1t also
refers te the use of any other substance and/or
device which causes an explosicn that 1is capable of
producing the said harmful effects on any fishery
species and capable of damaging and altering the

natural habitat.

40. Fishing with Noxious or Poisonous Substances -
the use of any substance, plant extracts or Juice
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therecl, aodium cvanide and/or cyvanide compounda or
olber c¢hemicals either In a raw or processed form,
harmful or harmless Lo human beings, which will kidd,
disable or render uncongciouns any fishery specics
and capable of damaging amd  altering the natural

habitat._

41. Food Security - any plan, policy or atratepgy
aimed at ensuring adequale supplics ol appropriate
food abl affordable prices. It may be achiceved Lhrough
seclf- aufficiency (i.e. eonsuring adequate food
suppliea from domestic produclion), through Belf-
reliance {i.e. ensuring adequate food supplies

through a combination of domestic production and
impartat.ion),. or through pure importation.

42 . Crosz Tonnage - includes the underdeck
tonnage, permanently enclosed spaces above Lhe tonnage
deck, exceptbt for certain exemptions. In  broad Lerms,
all the vesgsel g closed-in spaces expressed in volume
terms  on Lhe basis of one hundred cubic fecol (equals
one gross ton).

43. Inland Fishery - the {rephwater and brackish
waler [ishponds, fish capges, fish pens and fish traps.

44. Lake - an inland body of water. an  cxpanded

part of a river, a reoscrvoir {ormed by a dam, or a
lake basin intermittently or formerly covered by
water.

45%. Mangroves - a community of intertidal planta
including all  species of trees,. shrubs, wvinco and
herbs found on coasls, swamp:s, or border of swamps.

46. Maximum Suptatnable Yield (MSY) - the largest
average quantity of fish that can be harvested from a
fish stocks/resource within a period of Lime (e.g.
one year) on a sustainablic basis under existing
environmental condilions.

A7. Migratory ospeclics - any [ishery apecies
which in the course of Lheir 1ife could travel from
freshwater o marine water or vice versa, or  any

marine species which Lravel over great distances in
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the ocean as parlk of their behavioral adaptation f{for
survival and speciation., claseified into:

a. Anadromous species marince fishes
which migrate Lo freshwalor areas Lo opawn.

b. Catadromous eppecies freshwater
Fishes which migrale Lo maprine  arcas Lo
Bpawn.

A48, Municipal Fishing fishing within municipad

water uatng fishing vessel of three (3) gross tono or
less, or fishiog nol regquiring the use of fishing
vesgels.

49. Munictipal waters include not only ostreams,
lakes, inland bodies ol wabter and Lidal waters within
the municipality. except protected areas defined under
B.A. No. 7586 (The NIPAS Law), public forest, timber
land, foreat reserves or fishery reserves, bul  also
marine walcrs included between twoe (2)  lineas drawn
perpendicular to  the general c¢oastline from pointo
where the boundary lines of the mwmicipality Louch the
gea al Jow ttde and a third line paralle! with the
general coastline including ovifshore islande and twelve
(12) Xkilometers from such coastline. Where fwo (2)
municipalities are go situated on opposite shores thal
Lhere is  less  than bwenty four (Z24)  kilometers of
marine wateras between thom, the third line shall be
cqually distanlt. from oppasite  shores of auch
munictpalities.

50. Non-governmental organization (NGJ) - an
agency, ingtitution, a foundation or a group of persong
whose purpose iz Lo assist people’s organtzations  tn
variouws ways including, bub pol limited Lo, organizing,
education, training, research and reaourco accessing.

51. Payaso - a fish aggregating device consisting
of a fleoating raft anchored by a weighted linc wilh
suspended malerials such as palm  fronds Lo attract
pelagic and schooling species common in deep waters.

52. Pearl Farm Leasce - public waters leased for
the purpose of producing cul Lured pearls.
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H3. People’ss Orgacizalion  (7O) a bonaftde
asgociation of citizens wilh demonstrated capacity Lo
promote public interest and with identifiable
leadership, membership and structure. Ita members

belong to a ocector who voluntarily band themselves
together to work for and by themselves lor their own
upliftment, developaesnl and greaber good.

54. Pout-harvest factlilLies — Include. bui are not
limited to, fizhport, fishlanding, ice plants/cold
storages, and Lish procesuing planis,

55, Purse Seine a form of encircling nct having
a line al the bultom passing through ringa attached
to the net, which can be drawn or pursed. Tn
general, the net ta get from a boat or pair of boats
arcound the scheol of fish. The botiom of the net io
pulled closed with the purse line. The net s then
pulled aboard the fishing boat or boatzs until Lhe fish
arce concenbrated in Lhe bunt or fish bag.

56. RBFAR - refers to Regtonal Bureau of Fiocherics
and Aquatic Besources.

LY. Regional Department the Department ol
Apriculture and Fisherics in Lhe ARMM.

8. Gea Farming - stocking of natural or
hatchery produced marine plants or ooimais, under

contrelled or natural condition for purposes of rearing
and harvesting.

53. Sea Ranching release of the voung ol
fishery uvpeciecs reared In hotceheries and nurseries
into natural bodies of water for osubscquent harvest
all maturity or the manipulation of fishery habitat to
encourage the growth of the wild stocko.

60. Supcrlight - also called mogic Jighl, is I
type of 1light uzing halogen or motal halide bulb
which may be  locabed above the sea  surface or
submerged in the water. 1t consista of a ballast,
regulator, eleclric cable and sockel, and ths energy
comes from a generator, battery or dynamo coupled with
the main engine.
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8l1. Total Allowable Catch (TAC) the maximum
harvest allowed to be Laken during a givean perlod of
time from any fishery arca, or f{rom any [ishoery spoecies
or group of fishery sapecies. or a combination ol area
and gopeeies and normslly would not exceed the MSY.

62. Trawl - an active fishing gear consisting of a
bag shaped net with or without outer boards to  open
ite opening which ta dragged or towed along Lhe
bottom/mid-waloer or Lhrough Lhe water column to
take fishery apecies by otraining them from Lhe water.

ARTICLE IV
REG1ONAL BURFAU OF FISHERIES ARD AQUATIC RESOURCES

SEC. 6. Creation Mursuant to Scction 18, Arct. XT11 of
R.A. No. 6734, Lhere iss hereby created a Regpional Burceau of
Fisheriez and Aquatic Hesources under Che Repgional Departmaent
to be headed by a Direcctor wilh one Assislant Director, who are
both appointed by the Regional Governor in accordonce with Civil
Service Law.

The RBFAR shall be asmsisbted by asdmintstrative and technical
staff personnel as well as proviocioal asnd munictipal offices as
may bhe appropriate and necessary to carry out. effectively and
efficiently its powers and functions.

SEC. 7. Powers and Functions The KHBFAR shall have the
following powers and functiongo:

a. prepare and implement a Comproehensive Regional
Firheries Development. "lan:

b. formulate and implement a Fishery Research  and
Development Program, such as, but nol limited Lo, sea
farming, sea ranching, Lropicai/s ornamental fish and
ceoaweed culturc, aimed at increasing resource
productivily asd ensuring sustainability of the
regton’ s fitaheries and aguatic resources;

<. establish and maintain a Comprchensive Fishery
Information Gystems
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d. provide extonsive doevelopment support. sorviocoe:s
in all aspects ol fisheries including Lhe maintenance
of proper sanitation and hygtenic practices in fish
marketa and fiah landing areas;

e. implement an inspection system for itmport and
export of fishery/aqgqualic products and fish  processing
establishments concistent with international standards
to ensure product guality and safety:

f. coaordinate with 1£Us and other concorncd
RZencios for the establ ishment. of procductivity
enhancing and market development program:s  in fishing
commuaniLioen;

g enforce all fishery laws, rules and
regulations, and scobtle conflicts of rescurce use  and
allocation in ccordination with the LGU, RIFARMC, 1IFARMC
and M ACFARMC;

h. develop value-added fishery/aguatic  products
for domesiic consumption and export:

4= recommend mecasures for the protbection/
enhancemenl. of Lhe fishery inddustry;

J. assist the LGUs in developing thelr  technical

capability in the developament, management ,
conservabion, aml protection of the flahery/aquatic
resourcess;

k. issue license for the operation of comwmercial

fighing venselns amndd authorize the movement or trade of
Yishery/aquatic products and collect fees proscribed by
law and regulations; and

1. perform such other related functions which
shall promote Lhe developoont, management, proteclion
and conservabion of ficherics and aguallc resources.

ARTICIE V
FIGIIERIES AND AQUATIC RESGURCES MANAGEMENT COURCIL

SEC. 8. Crealtion of Fisheries ond Aqualic Resources
Management. Councils {FARMCs). - The FAEMCa shall be crcaled in
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the regional level and in al!l municipalitiess/cities abutting
municipal waters as defined by thisg Code. The FARMCe ghall Dbe
formed by fisterfolk organizalions/cooperalives and NGOs in Lhe
Jocality and be assicsted by the LOUz and other gpovernment
entitieas. Before organizing FAIMCs, the I1GU=s, NGOs., figherfolk,
and aother concerned POr shall  undergo consulitation and
orienbialion on Lhe [ormalion of FARMCs.

SEC. 9. Regional Fisheries and Aguatic Resources Management
Council. - The Regional Fisheries and Aquaktic Resourcaes
Management Council (RFARMC) shall be composed of the following:

Repgional Secretary of the Department of Agriculturc
and Fisheries (DAF-ARMM) - Chaloemons

Chatirperaon of the Committee on Agriculture, &
Fisheries Regional legisziative Ascembly (RLAY
Member;

legional Secretary of Department of Ecblony & Natural
Revsources  (DENR-ARMM) - Mombers;

Raegionnl Seoretary of Department of Tnterfor & Local
Governmenl. {DILG-ARMM) - Membors

Reglonal Director of the RBFAR Member:

Throee represenlalives uf Lhe fisherfolk and
flahworkers; Members;
Three representatives of commercial fishing and
agquacul Lure operators and bthe processaing seclor
Members;

One representative from the Academe - Member; and

One representative from the NOUs involved in fisheries
- Mombxer .

The members of RFARMC, exceplt Lhe represeotalives of
DAF-ARMM, DENR ARMM, DI1iG ARMM, RIA and RHFAR, shall be appointed
by the Regional Governor upon Lhe recomswendation ol thelir
respective organizations for a term of three (3) years without
reapeointment .
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The RFARMC shall adopt its own rules in Lhe conduct ol itz
procecdings, and shall be assisted by a secretariat with
staffmembers from among the qualifiesd employees of DAV-ARMM  and
RHFAR.

SEC. 10. Functions The RFARMY zhall have the following
functions:

a. aasist in the formuelation of regional polictes
on fisherles amd aguatic resources for approval of  the
Regional Governor;

b. assist in Lhe preparaLion of Lhe Comprehensive
Repional Fisheriez Development lang;

¢. recommend Lo Lhe KA Lhe enaclment of  [ishery
laws; and

d. perform such other functions as may be provided
by law.

SEC. 11. HMunicipal/City Fisgheritea amnd Aguatic Resources
Monagement Council (M/CFARMC). The M/ACYARMC shall be  composed
of the following:

a. Municipal /City Manning and Deve lopment
Officer;

b. Chairperson, Commititec on Agricultuare and
Fisherics, Sangpguniang Bayan/Paolungsod;

o. Municipal/City Apriculturist/Fishery Officer;

d. One Representative from the accredited Non-
Governmental Organization;

e. One Representative from the Regional
Department; and

¥ Eight fisherfolk represenlabives: five
municipal fisherfolk, one fishworker and Lwo
commercial fishers.

The Council shall adopt rules and regulations neceassary Lo
govern ibts proceedings and clection.

SEC. 12. Functions. - The MACFARMC shall boave fhe following
functions:
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a. assiszt in Lhe preparation of Lhe Muntcipal /City
Fisheries Development t'lan and submib such plan Lo Lhe
Municipal/City Planning and Development. Counctl;

b. asstat in the enforcement of fizsghery lawa,
rules and rogulabions in muoicipal wisler:ss,

. adviee the gangeuniang bavan //sangpuniang
panlungsod on fishery malters and  recommend the
enactment of fishery ordinances; and

d. perform wsuch otber fupnctions which may be
assigned by the sangeguniang bavan/panlungsod.

SEC. 13. integrated Fishery amnd Aganstie Resources Managementb
Council (1FARMC). The IFARMC shall be created in baysa, guifs,
lakes, rivers and dama bounded by two (2) or more
municipalities/cities, with Lhe lollowing composition:

a. Chairpersons ol the Committees on
Agriculture/Fisheriea of the concecrned sangguniang
bavan/panlungsod;

b. Municipal/City Agriculturista/Fishery Olficers
of the concerned muntcipalities/citics;

c. Municipal/City Planning and Development.
Dfficers of the concerned municipalities/citics;

d. Two representatives from NGO;
. Two repreascntatives from the academe; and

; PR at least seven representatives from Lhe
livherfols, fishworker apd commercisl fishers.

The Counctl shall adopt tte rales and repulations Lo govern
ils proceedings and eleclion,

SEC. 14. Functtona. - The TFARMC shall have the following
functionsa:

a. assist in the preparation of the Integrated
Fisherics Development Plan and submit such pian to  the
concerned Municipal/City [Planning and Development
Counciis;
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b, assist in the enforcement of fishery laws,
rulez and regulations in concerncd municipal walers;

c. advice the concerncd sangguniang bayan/s
ranlungsod on fizhery matters and recommend thc
enactment of integrated fishery ordinances; and

d. perform such olher functions which may be
assigned by the concerned sangguniang bavan/panlungsod.

SEC. 15. Source of Funds. - A separate fund for the RFARMC,
M/CFARMC and IFARMC shall be established and administered by Lhe
Regional Depoartment Lrom itz regular annual budgetary
appropriations.

ARTICLE VI

MANAGEMENT, DEVELOFMENT, FPHROTECTION AND
DISPOSITION OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES

SEC. 18. Uzme of ARMM Waters, - The use and exploitation of
fizherie=z and aguatic rezources in ARMM waters shall Le resepved
exclusively to Filipinosx with preference to ARMM residents:
Frovided, however, That research and aurvey activities may be
allowed under =trict regulations, for purely aclentific,
technological and educational purposez= that would alzuo benefit
Filtpinos.

SEC. 17. Feea and (Other Fishery Charges. - The rentals for
fishpond arcas covered by the Fishpond Lease Agreement (FLA) and
feas for {(ommercial Fishing Boat Licenses, except comawrcial
fishing boat of 3 grossa tons or less, sahall he et by the
Kegional Department at levels that reflect resource rent aceruing
from the utilization of resourceas: Frovided, That the Regicnal
Department shall also presceribed fees and other fishery charges
and issue the corregponding iicense or permit for fishing gear,
fishing accessories and other fishery activitiez beyond the
municipal waters: Frovided, further, That the license fees of
fishery activity 1In municipal waters shall be determined by the
Local dovernment Units (LGU=z) in consultation with or upon
recommendation of the M/ /CFARMCs.

SEC. 18. Afccess Lo Fishery Resources. - The Regional
Department =hall izsue such number of licenses and permits for
Lthe conduct of fishery activitlies =ubject to the limits of the
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MSY of the resource az determined by acientific studies 0of dbest
availahle evidence.

SEC. 19. Catch Ceilling Limitations. - For congervation or
ecnlogical purpases, the Regional Governor upan the
recommendation of the HFARMC may prescribe limitations or guots
on the total guantity of fish captured, for a apacified period of
time and specified arca based on the best avallable evidence.
Such a cateh celling may be imposed per specias of fish, whenever
naceazary and practicable: Frovided, however, That in municipal
walers and flishery management areas, catch ceilings may he
prescribed dipon the concurrence or recommendation of the
concerned  LGU 1n consultation with the M/CFARM{: and in waters
under Lhe gurisdiction of special agencles, cateh cetlings may be
aatablished with the concurrence or recommendation of such
srecial agencies.

SEC. 20. Establishment of Closed Season. - The Regional
Governor upon the recommendation of the RFARMC may declare,
threough puiblic notice in two (Z) newspapers of regional
circulation or in public service announcementz, whichever is
applicable, at lcast five (5) days before the declaration, a
closed aeazon Iin any or all ARMM waters ocutside the boundary of
municipal waters for conservaticn and ecological purposes. The
Regiaonal Governcr may include waters under the Jurisdiction of
special agenciez, municipal waterz, fichery management areas, and
other areas reserved for the use of the municipal fisherfolk in
Lhe coverage of the closed scason upon the concurrence or
recommendatiaon of such zpecial agency and the concerned LGU in
conaultation with the M/CFARMC, as the case may be: Provided,
That the LGU in conswltation with or upon recommendation of the

FCFARMC may establish closed season in municipal waters, fishery
management areas  and other areas rezerved for the use of the
municipal fisherfolk, for conservation or acological purpases.

SEC. 21. Introduction cof Foreign Aquatic Species. - No
foreign finfish, mollusk, cruatacean or aquatic plants shall be
introduced in ATMY waters withoul a scund ecologlesl, blological
and cavironmental Justification baced on ocicntific studies and
the bioc -zafety standard pravided for by existing laws: Provided,
however, That the Regional Departiment may approve the
intreduction of forcign agquatic species for scientific/research
TLrpoSes .

SEC. 22, Protection of Rare, 7Threatened and Endangered
Speciea., - The Regilonal Governor shall declare cleozed seasons
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and take conservation and rchabilitation measures for  rare,
Lhreatened and endangered species, including their cggs/offspring
az may be determined and identified by existing laws in
concurrence with concerned governmenl agencics.

SEC. 23. Envirommental Compliance Certificeste (ECO). All
povernment ageoncics and private corporations that intend o
undertake projects which will affect the environmentt shall be
required Lo prepoare a detatled Environmental lmpact Statements
(E1S) prior to uadertaking such projects. The EIS ophall be
submitbted to the DENR ARMM for review and evaiusbion. No person,
patural or Juridical, shall undertakc any development project
without first securing an Fnvironmental Compliance Certificate
{ECC) from the Regional Secretary of DENR-ARMM.

SEC. 24. Monitoring, Surveillsnce and Control ol ARMM
Waters. - A moniloring. surveillance and control system shall  be
established by the Regional Department in coordinaticn with LGUs,
FARMCe, the private sccolor and olher agencies concerncd Lo ensure
that the fisherties and aguatic resources tn the ARMM are
Judiciously ulilized and wisely manapged on a sustainable basis
and conserved for the benefil exclusively of Filipino citizens.

SEC. 25. Auxiliary lnvoices. - All fishery/aquatic productse
must have an auxiliary tnvoice to be issued by the IGUs prior to
their tranaport from Lheir point of origin toe their point of
deatination and/or export purposcs spon pavment of a fee Lo be
determined by the 16Us to defray adminisLraltive costs therefor.

ARTICLE VI
MUNTICIPAI. FISHERIES

SEC. 26. Jurisdiction of Municipalitys/City. The
municipality/city shall have juriadiction over municipal waters
as defined in this Code and, in consultation with the M/CFARMC,
shall be responsible for the management, develepment, protection,
and dispoaition of all fisherices and agquatic resources thercin.

The municipal/city gpovernmenl may, in consaltation with the
M/CFARMC, enaclt appropriate ordinancea in  accordance with
reglonal f{ishery policy, subject to review by Lhe sanggunian ol
the concerned province pursuant Lo MMA Act 250
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The TTGUs wvhall also enforce all fishery laws, ralea and
regulations as well as valid fishery ordinances enacted by the
municipal /city council.

The management of contipguoua fishery resourcesn such sz  bavs
which straddle several munictpalitiesn, cities ar provioce:s, shall
be done in an intograted manner and shall not be based on
political asubdivisions in order Lo foaciiitabte Lheir monagemnonl as
gingle resource System. The LOUs which share or border auch
resources may group bthemoelvea and coordinale with each obther 10
achieve the objgocbivies of inbegeabed Cishory resource managoment .
The IFARMC shall scerve as the vemue for ciase coltaboration among
LOUs in the managoement of conb iguaous eesosrces

SEC. 27. Fishing DMriviieges in Mantcipal Waters. - The duly
regiaterad Cishierfolk orgnnizalions/eooptsabives shall have
preference in Lhe grant ol tichery 1ights by Liic

municipality/city pursuant to Section iH4 of MMA Act 26,

SEC. 28. Uaera of Municipal Watere. A1l fishery relatoed
acltivities in municipal waters cvhall be slilizaed by munlcipal
Iisherfolk and their cooperatives/organizations who are listed as
auch tn Lhe repgisiery of moanicipsl (isherfolk.

The mmitcipal or <ity government may. pursuant €0 an
appropriate ordinance, authortze or permit emall (31407 1o 15 GT)
and medium (15.1 GT to 100 GT) commercial {iching vessels o
operatic wikhin Lhe seven poiobk one (7.1) to Llwelve (12) kilomeloer
arca from the shoreline in municipal waters, aa defined herein,
provided the following arc mel:

a. no commercial tishing in municipal waters with
depth less than seven (7) fathoms as certified by the
appropriate agency;

B, the use of fishing methods and gears are
consiatent  with policies set by Ltho Regional
Department

c. prior consulfation, through public hearing,
with the M/CFARMC has been conduclted; and

d. the applicant vesscel as well as Lhe shipowner,
employer, captain and crew have been certified by
appropriale agency as nol  hoaving vielated Lthis Code
and environmental laws.
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SEC. 29. Regisbtry of Municipal Fisherfolk. The LCU shall
maintain a registry of municipal fisherfolk who are fishing or
may desgire Lo fish in monlicipal waters for the purpose of
determining prioritics oamong them, of fimilLing cobry into  the
municipal waters, and of monitoring fishing activities and other
related purposes: Provided, That the MACFARMC shall submtt. to the
[GU the lisl of prioritics {or ils consideration.

Such 118t or registry shall be updated annunally or as may be
aceeusary, and shall be posted in barangay holls or other
astrategic locations where it shall be open to public ianspection,
for the purpose of wvalidating Lheo corrccebnes: aovd compicleness of
the 13k, The 16U, in consultation with or upon recommendation cof
the M/CFARMC, shall formulatc iLhe necessary mechanisms for
inclueion or exclusion procedures that shall be most bencficial
Lo Lthe resident municipal (isheriolk.

The 1LGU <shall also maintain a regiastry of municipal fishing
vessels by Lype of gear and oLher boslt  particularas with  the
aasgisgtance of the M/CFARMC.

SEC. 30. Fischerfolk Organizaticns/Cooperativen. "1 sherfolk
organtzationn/coaperaltives whose members oare listed in the
regisbry of municipal fishecrfolk may he granted use of demarcotod
fishery areas to cngage in fish capture, sceaweeds farming.
mariculture ands/or filash farming: Provided, bowever, Thal an
organtzatiocn/oooperat.ive member whose household is already io
posscasion of o Lfishery right oLher Lhan for {lch capture cannot
enjoy the Tishing rights granted (o the organizsation vr
coopershive.

SEC. 31. Priority of Residonl. HMusnicipal Fisherfolk.
Resident municipal fishorfolk and their organizations/
cooperatives shall bave priority Lo exploll municlpal and
demarcated fitshery areas of the conceorned municipality.

SEC. 32_. Demarcated Fishery Right. The LCU concernced shall
grant. demarcated fishery rights e | fishery organtzations/
cooperativea for mariculture operation such as,. but net limited
to, geawxds farming amd (Mish farming in specific areas
iduenlificd by the Hegional Department..

SEC. 33. Limited Entry into Overfished Arcaa. - Whenever it
is determined by Lthe LOUs and the Regional Department. that a
municipal water is overfished or in danger of being overtfished,
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based on available data, and that there 18 a neesd Lo regencraboe
the fishery in that water. the LCU  shaill prohibit or 3Iimit
fishery activitics in sald waloers.

SEC. 34. Supporti to Municipal Fishoerfolk, The Regional
Depariment. and  Lhe GUs shadl provide suppert Lo municipal
fisherfolk Lhrough appropriante technology and reasearch, credit,
praduction and marketing aoscistance and other cervices  such  ass
training for supplementary Jlivelihood.

SEC. 35. Privileres of Finhworkors., - Thoe Fishworkers sholl
bec entilled o the privileges and bepetlils accorded to  other

workers under Lbhe Labor Code, Social Security System and other
social legislations for workers.

ARTICLE VIIT

COMMERCLIAL FISHERIES

SEC. 36. Commercial! Fishing Vessel License. Nec person
shall opecrate a commercial fishing vessel, pear! Tiashing vessel
or fishing vessel for scienbific, rescarch or cducational

Purposaes,  or engage in any fishory activity,., or seek employment
as o ficshworker or pearl! diver without Tirsb securing o 1lcense
from the Regional Department: Provided, That npo  such  license
shall be reauired of 4 (ishiong vesusel engaged in scientific,
research or cocducalticnal purposes pursuant to an international
agreement  of  which the Philippines s o stgnatory and which
agreoment definea the slatass, priviicges and obligationo of said
vessel and ils crew and the non Filipino officials of the
inlernational agency under whtch said vessel vperates:  Frovided,
further Thatl. swembers of the crew of a commercial fishing veasel
except Lhe duly licensed andsor authoprized palrons, moarine
engineers, radio opcraters and cooks shall  be considered as
fisherfolk: Provided, furthermore, That all akippers,/master
fishers shall be required Lo undertake an orientation training on
detection of fish caught by illegal means before Lthey cocan  be
isoued their fishworker licenscs: Provided, finally, That the
medium and large commercial fishing veessel licensc herein
authorized to be granted shall allow the licensee to operate only
in ARMM waters seven (7) or more fathoms deep, Lhe depth te be
cerftified by NAMRIA, and subject to the conditions that may be
stated therein and the rules and resgulations that may be
promulpgaled by the Regional Deparctmend. .

SEC. UJ7. Vlersona Eligibhle for Commercial Fishing Veasel
License. No commercial fiching vonnel liceonse zhall be issued
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excepli. Lo Filipino ocitizens and partnerahips.  assoctiations,
cooperativea or corporationa ditly regicstoered 1n the Philippines
at least pixty percent (602) of Lhe capilal stock of which is
ownedg by Filipino citizens. No peraon to whom a licenze has  been
inoued shall sell, tranafer or ancign. directly or iodirectly,
his stock or interest Lhorein Lo any poerson neb gualilieced to hold
a license. Any aouch tranafer, asale or asaignment shail be null
and vofd.

For purposen of commercial fishing, fishing vesseles owned by
a peraon gualified gader this seclion chall coecure Coerlilicabo of
Philippine Regiotey amd  swach obher  docuncols accessary for
fishing opecrations from the coeoncerned arnencies: Irovided,
That the commercial fishing veesel llcense ahall be valid for a
period to be deloermioed by Ebhe Regionol Deparboment.

SEC. 38. Commercial @ TFishing Veossel Registralion. -  The
registration.  documentation, inppection and manning of the
operation ol all Lypes of fishing vesscels plying AIMM  and
sunicipal waters shall be in accordance with existing laws, ruleo
and regulations.

SEC. 39. Repistration and Licensiaog of Fishing Goears, -
Before a licenscd commercinl fishing vesac] may hegin  fiahing
operalions, the fishing gear il will utilizc in fishing shall Lo
registered and a license sgranted therefor. The Regional
Department. shaltl promalgete goidelines o tampl ement., thias
provision within ninety (90) dayn from approval of this Code.

SEC. 40. Rencwal! of Commercial Hoat lLicense. The
commerctial fishing boat. license shail b renewed every {fwo (20
venrs,

SEC. 41. Report of Transfor of (wnership. The
owner/operator of a registered fishing vessel ashadl notify  Lhe
Regional Deportmeant in wriiing of Lhe transfer of ownorship of
Lhe vessel with a copy of such document. attached within ten (1Q)
days after its Lransfer.

SEC. 42. Importalion and Construction of ¥Fishing Vesosels., -
Prior to the lmportation of fishing vesscels and the construction
ol new ones, the approval/clearance of the Regional Department
musl be obtained.

SEC. 43. Incentives far Manicipal Fisherfolk and Fisherfolk
Organizations/Cooperatives. Municipatl fisherfolk and fisherlfolk
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organizations/cooperativen shall  be  pgranted  incentives which
shall fnelwkte, bul are not 1imiloed Lo, Lhe following:

a. al lecast ten peorveent (10X) of the ¢redit and

the guanranben Fundn of goveramenl financing
institutions shall be made availablice for post-harvest
and marketing projfecta t.o enhance fiasherfolk

competitivencss., Qualificd projects shall include icce
plants, cold cslorapge, canning, warehouge, transpori and
other related tnfrastructure facilities; and

. a capability building program  for targetod
partics  shall be developed by the Kegionalt  Departmont
Lo promote greater bankability and credit worthiness of
municipal fisherfolk and {isherfolk organizations/s
cooperabives. Groups and cooperabives orgonized under
the program schall have priority access oveor credit and
puarantee fundas established undder thia Code.

SEC. 44. Complement of Fishing Vessels., - Every cosmercial
fishing vessel of I'hilippine registry when actually operated
shall be manned in accordance will: Lhe requirements of the
Philippine Merchant. Marine rales and regulations.

SEC. 45. Medical GSuppltes and Life Saving Devices. All
fishing vessels shall be provided with adegoabo medicnl  supplies
and life maving devicea to be determined by the Hegional
Department and other concerned agencics: Provided, That a fishing
vessel of fifteen point one (15.1) OF or more shall have as a
member of ite crew o peroon gualified as first alider duly
certificd by the Philippine Nalional Hed Cross.

SEC. 46. Reportorial Hequiremenl. - Each commercial Lishing
vesscel shall keep a daily record of Lhe quantity and wvaiue of
Fish cateh and spotlage, Tamding amd feaanscohipmest points, and
pale and/or other disposals. Detailed information shall be duly
certificd by Lhe vessel s caplain and transmitied monthly to  Lhe
local offices of the Regional Depsctmend .

SEC. 47 . Color hxle and Radio Frogquency . - For
administrative efficiency and enforcement of repulations,
registered fishing vessels shall bear a color code us amay be
determined by the Repional Department .

In coordination with the Nalional Telecommunications
Commission, the Regional Department shall promulgate guidelines
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in Lhe operation of radio communication facilities on bhoard
Iicshing veasels and the assiagnmeni. of radio frequencies that are
apecific and disbinet Lo Lhelir arca ol operation.

SEC. 48. Transshipmenl. - Forcipo Uishing vessels wishing to
avail of ATMM facilittiea to transport  fishery/aquatic products
which are cought oubside ARMM Jurisdiclion Lo finad  destisalion
shall call oniy at duly desipnated pgovernment owned or controlled
regional fishport complexes after aecuring clesrance from  the
Regtonal Deporbment.

SEC. 49. Uzse of Superltght. The number and wattage of
auperlights used in commercrcial fishing vessels shall be regulated
by the Repgional Department: rovided, That the use of superlighls
12 banned wibthin municipal wobter aod boys.

ARTICLE 1X
AQUACULTURE

SEC. 5B0. Digpoaition of Mublic lLanda for Fishory Purposes. -
AT public  lapds  such as Lidol  swamps, mangroves, marshes,
foreshore lands and ponds suitable to fishery operatiocns shall
not be dtesposed or alienated. Upon effectivity of this Code,
Fiahpond Lcoase Agreemenl. (FLA) may be ijssued for publte lands
declared available for fishpond dovelopment to qualilicd
fisherfolk cooperatives/associations: Provided, however, That
upun  Lhe expiration of existing FLAs, Lhe current Jessces  shall
be given pricrity and be entitled to extension of fifteen (1)
yeasars in Lhe utiliszolion ol their respeclive leased areas.,
Thereafter, such FlLAs shall be granted to any Filipino citizen
wtth prefoeronce Lo qualificd fisherfolk cooperatives/
associations: P'rovided. further, That the Regtonal Governor shall
declare as reservation, portions of available public lands
certified as suitable for fishpond, fich sanctuary, conservalbion,
and ecolopical purposes: Provided, finally, That cne (1) year
after the approval of this Act, po fish pens or fish cagea or
fiash Lraps shall be allowed in lakes.

SEC. 51. lLease of Fishpopd., - The FLA which shall be approved
by Lhe Regional CGoverner shall be subject to the following
conditions:

a. Arcas leased for fishpond purposes shall e no
more Lhan Thicty (30) bectoares for individuals and Two
Hundred (200) hectaresn for corporations or
figherfolk vrganisolions/covperatives;
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b. The lecase shall be for a jperiod ol btwenty (20)
years reneéwable for another twenty (20) vears:
Provided, That in case of Lhe death of the leapee, hipe
spouse and/or children shall have pre-emplive rights to
the unexpired term of hia FIA subject to the samo terms
ond conditions provided thereios

c. lease rates for (Gshponds shail bhe determined
by the Regional Department: Urovided, That one-hall
(1/2) of the fees collecbed shall be used for research
and development purposes;

d. The arca leased sholdl be producing on A
commerclial scale within hree (3)  years from Lhe
approvaol of the lease contract: Provided, however, That
all areas nob fully producing within five (5) years
from Lhe approval of the leace contract shall
automatically roverrt Lo Lhe publlce domain for
reforestation;

e. 'The lessee shall nol sublease., in whole or in
part, or assgign his rights wder the FLA without prior
wriltien approvasl of the Regtonsl CGovernor. Violation
hereof ashall mean cancellaticon of FLAj

1. ‘'The lessee sholl undertake reforestation  for
river banks, bayzs, streams and secashore fronling ULhe
dike of his [fishpond subject to the rules and
regulations of the Regional Department; and

g- The leasee shall provide facililics that will
minimizce cenvironmental pollulion, i.e.. settling ponda,
reservolrs, ecte. Failure to comply herceof shall mean
cancellation of FTA.

SEC. 52. Cwle of Practice Tor Aguaculture. The Regional
Depariment shall establish a code of praclice for  aguaculture
that will outline general principles. and puldelines for
environmentally-—-sound design aod operation to  promote the
suatainable developament of the industry. Such Code chall be
developed through o copnsultalive proceus with the DILG-ARMM,
DENR ARMM, the fishworkers, FIA holders. fishpend OWNers,
fisherfolk cooperatives, rescarch institulions and Lhe acadene,
and other potential stakcholders
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SEC. 53. Reversion of All Abandonced, Uandevelopoed ur
Underutilized Fishponds. The DENRI ARMM, in coerdination with
the Regional Department., I1£0Uz. other concerned agencies and
RFABMC shall detormine which asbhandonoed, undoveloped or
underutilized fishponds covercd by FLAS can be reverted o their
original mangrove state and after having made 2uch determtnation
shall take all steps necessary Lo restore such arcas  in thelr
original mangrove state.

SEC. 54. Abzentec FLA Holders. - Holders of fLA who have
acquired c¢itizenship in another country during the extastence of
the FLA shall have Lheir lesse sulomatically cancelled and  the
improvements thereon forfeited and disposed of in accordance with
the rules and regulations promulgabed Lhercosn.

SEC. 55. License to Operale Fish Pens, Fish Cagesa, Fish
Trape and Other Structures. Fieh pena, fish capges, fish Lraps
and other structures for the coulture of fish and other
fivhery/aqguatic producl:s shall be consblructed and shall  operate
only within established =zonea duly desipnated by LGUs in
consul talion with the M/CFARMCs concernad, after the
corresponding licensos therecof have been sceceured. The ares to be
utilized for thieg purpose shall be determined by the LGUs in
consultation wilh the concerned M/CFARMC: Provided, however, Thatl
nol over ten percent (10%) of the suitable wabter sarface area  of
all rivers shall be allotted for aquaculturce purposcs like fish
penz, fish cages, and fish trapn, and the stocking denzity and
feeding roeqguirecment shall bHe controlled and determined by  1ts
carrying capacity: P'rovided, further, That fish penz, fich cages
and fish bLraps Jocoted outaside municipal wateras shall be
constructed and operated only within fish pen/sfish cages/fish
traps belts designated by the Repional Departmenlt and after
corresponding  licenoens Lherefore have boeen scecured and thoe fees
thercof paid.

SEC. 56. Pearl Farm Leases. Existing pearl farm leases
shall be respected and allowed to operate under the terms
thercof: Provided, Thalt upon expiration of such lease conlracts,
the current leasees sghall he entitled to extenston of fifteen
(15) years and be given priority in the renewal of the contracts.
The LCUs may grant new leases to gqualified persons who poRsess
the necessary capital and technology.

SEC. 57. Privileges for Operationa of ¥Fish Pens. Fish Cages,
Fish Corrals/Lraps, and Similar Strcuctures. - Ro noew copcessions,
licenses, rermits, leaser and s=similar privilepges for Lhe
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cotablishment or operatton of fish pens, fitah capea, fich
corrala/traps, and other similar stractures o municipal  waters
shall be granted cexcepl Lo ounicipal fisherfolk oand  Lheir
orpanizations/cooperativen.

SEC. 58. lInsurance for Fishponds, Fish Cages, Fish Pens  and
Figh Traps. Inland fiashery such as fiahponds, fish capgesn, fish
pens and ficsh btraps shall be covered wunder Lhe insusrance  program
of the Philippine Crop Insurance Corporalion for losses caused by
force majeure and fortuitous eventin.

SEC. 59. Non-Obslruction Lo Navigaticn. - Nothing in  the
foregoing sccllions shall be consirued as permitiing the lessee,
licensee, or permittee to undertake any conzstruction which will
obsbrucl the irec poavigabion in any slheesm, river, lake, or bay
flowing through or adjoining the fish pens, Lish cages, fish
traps, and fish ponds, or impade the flow of the tide te and from
Lhe area. Any construction made in violation herceof shall  be
removed  upon  order of the Regional Department in  coordinalion
wilh other povernmonl agencices concerpned al Lthe expense of the
lepgee, licensee, or occupantsa thereodi.

SEC. 60. Non Obatruction to Migration Paths., - Hothing in
the forepeoing wsechtions shall be construed ne permitting  the
lessee, permittee, or licensee Lo enderlske any  construction
which will obgotruct any delined migralion poath of wsigratory fish
spocies osuch as river moulbhs and estuarics within a  distance
determined by the concerned LGUs in consullation with and upon
the recommendation of the M/ACFARMCs.

SEC. 61. Registration of ¥Fish Hatcherics and Privalu
Fishponds, ote. —~ All [ish batlcheries, [ish breeding facilities
and private fishponds must be registered with the LOUs which
shall presceribe minimum standards for osuceh facililics in
conoultation with the Regional Department.. All operators of
fishponds, fish pens, fish cages and fish Lraps  shall annually
report to Lhe Reglonal Departmenl Lhe Lype of species and  volume
of production in areas devoted to aguaculture: Provided, That Lhe
Regional Department shall conduct a yesrcly inventory of all
fishponda, fish pens, fish cages and fipgh traps, whether in
public or private lands.
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ARTICLE X
POST HARVEST FACILITIES AND TRADES

SEC. 62. Comprchensive Poot-Harvest and Ancillary Industries
Plan. - The Regional Department shall formulate a comprehenaive
rian for poet-harvest and ancillaey  tndusterieon, taking into
account, among othors, the following:

R detesiled pguideltnes on the distribution,
consbrucltion, mainbtopance and usce ol post-harvest
infraatructure facittties;

b. extension of credit and incentivesz for post-
harveal. operations;

.  development of domestic fishmeal industry as
well as ship-building and repairv of fishing vesscels;

d. ostrengtiicning ol  somi- processing, processing
and marketing facilities, tncluding the pricing system.
wilh emphasic on collective marketing and climination
of middlanwn;

e. increased participatton of cooperatives and
non-governmaental orgoanlzal.ions in posl-harvest
operations and ancillary industries; and

. inLlegralion ol post-harvest operations inle Lhe
Comprechensive Begional Fisherieo Development £2Llon.

SEC. 63. Establishment of Dot Harvest Facilities for
Fishing Communities. - The 1GUs shall coordinate with M/CFARMCs
and other concerncd agencics in bthe establishment of post harves
facilitica for fishing communities such as, but not limited to,
mmicipal fish landing gites, fish porbts, ice plants and  cold
storages and other fish processlng [acilitics Lo serve primarily
the needs of municipal fisherfolk.,

SEC. 64. Registration and Licensing of All  Posi-harvest

Facilitiea. All pos=t- harvest facilities =such so [ish processaing
plants, ice plants/cold storagesn, Tiah porta/slanding and  other
fishery business establiisiments must reopgicter with  and b

licensad by Lhe LGUs which shall preseribe mipiown standards for
such facilities (o cossulbialion wikth the Repgioosad Degartment .
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SEC. 65. lmporialivcn and Ixporiation of Fishury Productls,

a. Exporl ol {isheryssguatic prodiccts shall  he
romilatod vhenever auch  exportation affeccts food

security amd produclion: Provided. That cesxportation of
live fish shall e probi®iloos ocoree! thone wbich are
hatched or prepapgated in acoerediled holeberics  oand
poikla.

. To grotect and maintain local biodiversily or
sy suf ficteacy of domentic supply, the sSpawneras,
browders, sggs snd fey of bangua.  prawn and  other
xndemic specics, os may be determined by Lthe Reglonal
Department, shaill nol. be expericd by any persons

¢. PFighery/aquatic products may boe isported only
whoen Lhe importalion bhas been certificd ac neceassary by
the Regionnl Deparlment in consuliations with the
RFARMC, and all the requirements of this Code as welil
as existiong rajos ardd regulabions have heen complied
wtth: Provided, That. fish imperts for
cannimu/processing purposes only may be al lowed without
tha necoasary certification, dbub within Lhe provigions
of Section 655 (d) of this Code; and

d. Nao peragon shall import and/or exporl
fishery/aquatic products of whatever aize, stage or
form for any purpose withoul sccuring a permit from Lhe
Roegional Goveraor.

The Regional Department in conoultation with Uthe Hational
Pepartment of Agriculliure and other concerned agencies shall
promulgate rules and regulations on importation and ocxporbalion
of fisbery/aqualic products,

SEC. 66. Instruments of Weighta and Mcaourcs and Gualiby
Grades/Standords, - Standards  for weltghts, volhuwme and other
measurcments for all fishery Lraonsaclions sball be set by the
Regional Deposrtment. .

All fishery/aquatic products for export, import and domestic
consumption shall meet the quality gradessstandards as delermined
by the Regional Department.

The ISU concerned shall, by appropriasle ordinsnee, penalize
fraudulent praclices and unlawisl poscesnion or uae of
inatruments of weights and measures.



ARTICLE XI
FISHERY RESERVES, REFUGE AND SANCTUARIES

SEC. 67. Areas Reserved for Exclusive Use of Autonomous
Regional Government. - The Regional Covernor may designate area
or areas in ARKMM walters beyond twelve (12) kilometers from
shoreline as fishery reservation for the exclusive use of the
autonomous regional governmenl. or any of itse political
subdivisions, agencies or instrumentalities, for propogation,
educational, rescarch and scienlilic purposes: Provided, That the
concerned LGUs in consultation with or upon recommendation of the
M/CFARMCa may recommend to the Regional Governor that portion of
the municipal waters be declared as fishery reverves for special
or limited use for educational, research, and/or spoclial
management purposeo.

SEC. 68. Fish Refuge and Sanctuaries. - The Regional
Governor may ecstablish fish refuge and sanctuaries to be
administered in the manner to be prescribed by the Regional
Department with at least twenty-five percent (25%) but not more
than forty percent (40X) of bays, foreshore lands, continental
shelf or any fishing ground which shall be set aside for the
cultivation of mangroves to strengthen the habitat and the
gpawning ground of fish. Within these areas, no commercilal
fishing shall be allowed: Provided, however, That in municipal
walers, the concerned LGU in consultation with or upon
recommendat.ion of the M/CFARMC may establish fishery refuge and
sanctuaries in at least fifteen percent (15X), where applicable,
of the total coastal areas in each municipality/city based on
the besot available scientific data and in conoultation with Lthe
Hogional Department .

The administration and supervision of all marine fisheory
reserves, f[ish sanctuaries and mangrove swamp  reservations
already declared by the President or legislated by the Congreso
of the Philippines sghall be transferred to, or exercised by, the
autonomous regional government within two yvears from effectivity
of this Code.

ARTICLE XII
PROHIBITICNS AND PENALTIES
SEC. 69. Unauthorized Fishing or Other Unauthorized Fishery
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Activities. - No person shall exploil, occupy, produce, breed,
culture, capture, or gather fish , fry or fingerlings of any
fishery specics or fishery products, or engage in any fishery
activity in the ARMM without a licenoe, lease or permit.

Discovery of any person in an arca where he has no permit or
registration papers for a fishing vessel shall conolitute a prima
facie presumption that the person and/or vessel is engaged Iin
unauthorized fishing: Provided, That fishing for daily food
sustenance or for leisure which 18 not for commercial, occupation
or livelihood purposes may be allowed.

It shall be unlawful for any commercial fishing vesasel Gto
fish in bays and in such other fishery management areas which are
declared as over—exploited.

Any commercial fishing boat captain or Lhe three (3) highest
officers of the boal who commit any of the above prohiblted acts
shall be punisched by a fine egquivalent to the valuc of catch or
Ten Thousand Pesoas (P10,000.00) whichever fs higher, and
imprisonment of snix (6) monthe, confiscatlion of catch and fishing
gearas, and automatic revocation of license.

It shall be unlawful for any person not listed in Lhe
regiostry of municipal fisherfolk to engage in any commercial
fiahing activity in municipal waters. Violation hereof shall be
punished by conflscation of catech and a fine of Five Hundred
Pescs (P 500.00).

SEC. 70. Poaching in ARMM Waters. — It shall be unlawful for
any foreign person, corporation or entity to fish or operate any
fishing vessel in ARMM waters.

The entry of any foreign fishing veassel in ARMM waters chall
conatitute a prima facie evidence that the vessel is engaged in
fishing In ARMM waters.

Violation of the above shall be punishable by a fine of One
Hundred Thousand U.S. Dollars (US$100,000.00) in addition to the
confiscation of the catch, fishing equipment and fishing veooel:
Provided, That the Regional Governor is cmpowered to impose an
administrative fine of not less than Fifty Thousand U.S. Dollars
(US$50,000.00) but not more than Two Hundred Thousand U.S.
Dollars (US$200,000.00) or its equivalent in Philippine Currency.

SEC. 71. Fishing Through Explogives, Noxious or Poisonous
Substance, and/or Electricity. - (1) It shall be unlawful for any
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preroon to catch, take or gather or cause to be caught, taken or
gathered, fish or any fishery species in ARMM walers with Lhe
use of electricity, cxplooives, noxious or poisonous substances
such as sodium cyanide which will %ki1l1l, disable or render
unconscious fish or fishery specles: Provided, That the HRegional
Pepariment, subject to such safeguards and conditions deemed
necessary and endorsement from the concerned LFJs, may allow the
use of eleclricily, poloonous or noxious substances to catch,
take or gather fish or fishery species for research, educational
or acientific purposes only, Provided, further, That the use of
polsonous or noxious substances to eradicate predators in
fishponds in accordance wilh sccepled scientific practices and
wllhout causing adverse environmental impact in neighboring
waters and ground shall not be construed as illegal fishing.

It will likewine be uniawful for any person Lo possess, deal
in, =sell or in any manner dizsposeo of, any fish or fishery species
which have been illegally caught, taken, or gathered.

The discovery of dynamite, other explosives and chemical
compounds which contain combustible elements, or noxious or
poisonous substances, or equipment or device for electro-fishing
in any fioching veooel or in the posocession of any fisherfolk,
operator, fishing boal official or fishworker gshall constitute
prima facie evidence that the same was used for fishing in
viclation of this Code. The discovery in any fishing vessel of
fish c¢aught or killed with Lhe upe of explosive, noxious or
poisonous substances or electricity shall constitute a prima
facie evidence that the floherfolk, operator, boat official or
fishworker ig fishing with the use thereof.

(Z) MHere possession of explosive, noxioun or poisonoun
substances or electrofishing devices for 1llegal fishing shall be
punishable by Imprisommenlt ranging from six (6) months to two (2)
years.

(3) Actual use of explosives, noxiocus opr poisonous
substances or electrofishing devices for illegal fishing shall be
punishable by imprisonment ranging from five (5) years to ten
{(10) years without prejudice to the filing of separate criminal
case when the use of the same results to physical injury or loss
of human life.

(4) Dealing in, selling, or in any manner disposing of, for
profit, illegally caught/gathered fishery species shall be
punishable by imprisonment ranging from oix (6) months Lo two (2)
years.
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{5) 1In all cases enumerated above, the explosives, noxious
or polsonous substances and/or electrical devices, as well as the
fishing vessels, fishing equipment and catch shall be forfeited.

SEC. 72. Use of Fine Mesh Net. - 1t sghall be unlawful to
engage in fishing using nels wilh mesh smaller Lhan thal which
may be fixed by the Regional Deopartment: Provided, “That the
prohibition on the use of fine mesh net shall not apply to the
gathering of fry, glass eels, elversn, Lablios, and alamang and
such species which by their nature are small but already mature,
to be identified in the rules and regulations of the Regional
Pepartment.

Viclation of the above shall subjeoct the coffender to a fine
from Two Thousand Pesos (P2,000.00) to Twenty Thousand Pesos
(P 20,000.00) or imprisonmenlt from six {(8) months to two (2)
years, or both fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the
court: Provided, That if the offense is committed by & commercial
fishing wvessel, the owner/operator, the boat captain and the
magter fisherman shall also be subjected to Lhe penalties
provided herein: Provided, further, That the Regional Governor is
hereby empowered Lo impose upon the offender an administrative
fine or cancel his permit/license, or both.

SEC. 73. Une of Actlve Gear in Munlcelipal Waters, Bays and
Other Fishery Management Arcas. — It shall be unlawful to engage
in fishing in municipal waters, bays and other fishery managemont
arcas using acttve fishing gears asg defined in this Code.
Viclators hereof sghall suffer the following penalties:

(1) The captain and master fisherman of the vepoel oshall
puffer the penalty of imprisonment from two (2) years to gix (6)
years;

(2) The owner/operator of the vessel shall be fined from Two
Thousand Pesos (P 2,000.00) ¢to Twenty  Thousand Pesos
{P20,000.00). 1If the owner/operator is a corporation, the penalty
chall be imposed on the chief executlive officer of the
Corporation. 1f it is a partnership, the penalty shall be imposed
on the managing partner; and

{3) The catch and fishing gear shall be forfeited.
SEC. 74. Ban on Coral Exploitation and Exportation. - It

ghall be unlawful for any person to gather, possess, osell or
export ordinary, precious and semi-precious corale, whether raw
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or in processed form, except for scienlLific or research purposes.

Viclation of thia provision ushall be punishablc by
imprisonment from six (6) months to two {2Z2) years or a fine from
Two Thousgand Pesoz (P2,000.00) to Twenty Thousand Peoos
(P20,000.00), or both fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of
the court, and forfeiture of such corals including the vessel.

The confiscated corals shall either be returned to the oea
or donated Lo schools and museums for educational or eaclentific
purpozes or disposed through other mecans, 1n accordance with the
guidelines to be promulgated by the Regional Department.

SEC. 75. Ban on Muro—-Ami, Other Methods and Gear Destruclive
to Coral Reefs and Other Marine Habitat. - It shall be unlawful
for any person to fish with gear method Lhat destroys coral
reefs, seapgrass beda, and other marine 1ife habitat as may be
determined by the Regional Department. "Muro-Ami”™ and any of 1ite
variation, and such gimilar gear and methods thal require diving,
other physical or mechanical acts to pound the coral reefs and
other habitat to entrap, gather or caltch fish and other fishery
species arce also prohibited.

The operator, boat captain, master fisherman, and recruiter
or organizer of fishworkers who violate this provision shall
puffer n penalty of two (2) years to ten (10) years imprisonment
or a fine of not 1less Lthan One Hundred Thousand Pevos
(P100,000.00) to Five Hundred Thousand Pesos (I500,000.00) or
both fine and fmprisonment, at the discretion of the court. The
catch and gear used shall be forfeited.

It shall likewise be unlawful for any person to gather, sell
or export white sand, silica, pebbles and any other substances
which make up any marine habitat. Violator hereof shall ouffer e
penalty of two (2) years to ten (10) yesrs imprisonmenl or a fine
of not less than One Hundred Thousand Pesos (P100,000.00) to Five
Hundred Thousand Pesos (P500,000.00), or both fine and
imprisonment al the discretion of Lthe court. The substance taken
from ite marine habitat shall be forfeited.

SEC. 76. Tllegal Uoe of Superlights. — 1t shall be unlawful
to engage in fishing with the use of superliights in municipal
walters or in violation of the rules and regulations which may be
promulgated by the Heglonal Department on Lhe use of superlights
outside municipal waters.
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Violator herecof shall be punished by fmprisonment from six
(6) months to two (2) years or a fine of Five Thousand Pesos
(P5,000.00) per superlight, or both such fine and lmprisonment,
at the discretion of the court. The superlight, fishing gears and
veaasel ehall be confiscated.

SEC. 77. Conversion of Mangroves. — 1t shall be unlawful for
any person to convert mangroves into fishpondso or for any olher

purpaeses.

Violation of this provision shall be punished by
imprisonment of 8ix (6) vears and one (1) day to twelve (12)
years and/or a finec of Eighty Thousand Pesos (P80,000.00) at the
discretion of the court: Provided, That if the area requires
rehabilitation or restoration as determined by the court, the
of fender shall also be required to restore or compensate for Lhe
rectoration of the damage.

SEC. 978. Fishing I1n Overfished Area and TDuring Closed
Season. -~ It shall be unlawful to fish in overfished arca and
during closed secavcon. Violator hereof shall be punished by
imprisonment of s2ix (6) months and one (1) day to six (8) years
and/or a fine of Six Thousand Peasos (P6,000.00) at the discretion
of the court. The catch shall be forfelited and the fishing permit
or license shall be cancelled.

SEC. 79. Fishing in TFishery Regerves, Refuge and
canctuaries. — It shall be unlawful to [Lish in fishery reserves,
refuge and sanctuaries. Violator hereof shall be punished by
imprisonment of two (2) years to fix (6) years and/or a fine of
Two Thousand Pesos (P2,000.00) to Twenty  Thousand Pesos
(P20,000.00) at the discretion of the court. The catch shall be
forfeoited and the fishing permit or license shall be cancelled.

SEC. 80. Fishing or Taking of Hare, Threatened or Endangered
Specfes. - It shall be unlawful to fish or take rare, threatened
or endangered species as listed in the CITES and az determined by
the Regional Deparlment. .

Violation of this provision shall be punished by
imprisonment of twelve (12} vears to twenty (20) yvears and/or a
fine of Onc Hundred and Twenty Thouvand Pesos (P120,000.00), at
the discretion of the court. The catch shall be forfeited and the
fishing permit shall be cancelled.

SEC. 81. Capture of Sabalo and Other Breeders/Spawners. - It
shall be unlawful for any person to catceh, gather, capture or
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rossess mature milkfish or “"sabalo” and such other breeders or
spawners of other fishery species as may be determined by the
Regional Department: DProvided, That catching of “sabalo™ and
other breedero/opawners  for  local breeding, scientific or
research purposes may be allowed subject to guidelines to be
promulgated by the Reglonal Department.

Violation of this provision shall be punished by
Imprisomment of six (6) monthse and one (1) day to eight (8) years
and/or a fine of Eighty Thousand Pesos (P80,000.00) at the
discretion of the court. The catch and fishing cquipmeni shall be
forfeited and the fishing license shall be revoked.

SEC. 82. Exportation of Breeders, Spawncero, Eggs or Fry. -
Exportation of breeders, spawners, eggs or fry as prohibited in
this Code shall be punished by imprisonment of eight (8) years
and/or a fine equivalent to double the wvaluc of Lhe same, at the
discretion of the court. The fishing and export license/permil
shall be revoked.

SEC. 83. Importation or Exportation of Fish or Fishery
Specics. - Any importation or exportation of fish or fishery
gpecies in violation of this Code shall be punished by eight (8)
years of imprisonment and/or a fine of Eighty Thousand Pesos
(P80,000.00) at the discretion of the court. The live or non-live
fish or fishery species shall be forfeited for proper
dipposition.

SEC. 84. Violation of Catch Cetlings. - It shall be unlawful
for any person to fish in violation of catch cellingas as
determined in this Code. Vicolation of this provision oshall be
punished by imprisonment of 8ix {(6) monthe and one (1) day to six
(6) years and/or a fine of Fifty Thousand Pesos (PH0,000.00), at
the discretion of the court. The catch and fishing equlpment used
ghall be forfeited and the fishing license/permit shall be
revoked.

SEC. 85. Aquatic Pollution. — Any person Violating the
provision on aguatic pollution as defined in this code shall be
punished by imprisonment of six (6) years and one (1) day Lo
twelve (12) years and/or a fine of Eighty Thousand Peeos
{P80,000.00) plus an additional fine of Eight Thousand Pesos
(P8,000.00) per day until such violation ceases and the fincs
paid, at the discretion of the court.

SEC. 86. Other Violations. - The following fishery
activities shall also be considered ae violation of this Code:
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Aa. Failure to Comply with Hinimum Safety
Standardos. - The owner and captain of a commercial
fishing vessel engaged in fishing who, upon demand by
proper authorities, fails to exbibit or show proof of
compliance with the safety standards provided in  this
Code, e£hall be immediately prevented from continuing
with his fishing aclivily and excorted Lo the nearest
rort or landing point. The license to operate the
commercial fishing vessgel shall be suspended until the
safely standard has been complied wilh.

b, Failure to Conducl a Yearly Report. on  all
Fishponds, Fish Pens and ¥Fich Cages. — The FLA of the
holder who fails to render a yearly report shall be
immediately cancelled: Provided, That tf the offender
iv the owner of the fishpond, fish pen or fish cage, he
shall be subjected to the following penaltieo: (1)
firet offense, a fine of Five Hundred Pesos (PH00.00)
per unreported hectare; and (2) subsequent offenses, a
fine of One Thousand Pesos (P1,000.00) per unreported
hectare.

¢. QGathering and Marketing of Shell Fishea. - It
shall be unlawful for any person to take, pell,
transfer, or have in possesslion for any purpose any
shell fish which {8 sexually mature or below the
minimum size or above Lhe maximum gquanlities prescribed
for the particular species.

d. Obotruction to Navigation or ¥Flow of Tide - IL
shall be unlawful for any person who caueee obetruction
Lo navigation or flow of btide in any stream, river,
lake or bay.

e. Congtruction and Operation of Fish
Corrals/Traps, Fish Pens and Fish Cages. - It shall be
unlawful to construct and operate fish corrals/traps,
fish pens and figh cages without a license/permit.

Subject to the pravision of subparagraph (b)) of this
section, violation of the above—-enumcrated prohibited acts shall
subject the offender to a fine ranging from Two Thousand Pesos
(P2,000.00) to Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00) or lmprisonment
from one (1) month and one (1) day to six (6) months, or both
such fine and imprisonment, upon the discretion of the court:
Provided, Thalt Lhe Regional Governor is hereby empowered to
impose upon the offender an administrative fine of not more than
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Ten Thousand Pevos (P10,000.00) and/or to cancel his permit or
license, in Lhe discretion of the Regional Governor: Provided,
further, That the Regilonal Governor, or his duly authorized
representative, and law cnforcement agents are hereby
cmpowered to impound with the assigtance of the PNP-ARMM and
the Philippine Coast Guard: Provided, finally, That any person
who unlawfully obstructe or delays the inspection and/or movement
of fish and f[ishery/aquatic products shall be subject to a fine
of not more than Ten Thousand Pescs (P10,000.00) or imprisonment
of not wmore than two (2) years, or boeth such fine and
imprisonment, upon the discretion of the court.

Every penalty imposed for the commiseion of an offense sghall
carry with it the forfeiture of the proceeds of such offense and
the instruments or Lools with which 1t was committed. Such
procecds and instruments or tool shall be forfeited in faver of
the Regional Department , unless they belong to third person nol
liable for the offense. Those articles which are not subject of
lawful commerce shall be destroyed.

SEC. 87. Commercial Fishing Vessel Employing Unlicensed
Fisherfolk or Filshworker or Crew. — The owner/operator of a
commercial fishing vessel employing wunlicensed fisherfolk or
fishworker shall e fined Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) every
month for each unlicenved fisherfolk or fish worker employed
and/or One Thousand Pepos (P1,000.00) every month for ecach
unlicensed crew member who has been employed.

SEC. 88. Obstruction of Defined Migration Patha. - Any
person who obstrucls any defined migration paths of anadromous,
catadromous and other migratory species, in areag incliuding, but
not limited to, river mouths and estuaries within a distance
determined by the concerned 1GUs In consultation with and upon
recompendation of M/CFARMCs shall be punished by imprlsonment of
veven (7) years to twelve (12) years or a fine from Fifty
Thousand Pesos (PHO,000.00) to One Hundred Thoussand Pesos
(P100,000.00), or both imprisonment and fine, at the discretion
of the court. The permil/license, 1 any, shall be cancelled and
thhe obstruction shall be dismantled and confiscated at his own
expense.

SEC. 88. Obstruction to Fishery Law Enforcement Officer.
The boal owner, master or operator or any person aclting on his
behalf of any fishing vessel who evades, obstructs or hinderse any
lfishery law enforcement officer of the RHegicenal Department Lo
perform hio duly, shall be fined Ten Thousand Pesos (P10,000.00).
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In addition, the registration, permit andsor license of the
vessel including the license of the master fisherman shall be
cancelled.

ARTICLE X111
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 90. Fisherfolk Resettlement Areas. - The Regional
Department shall establish fisherfolk resettlement areas in
coordination with concerned agencies of the government, where
certain areas of the public domain, specifically near the fishing
grounds, shall be reserved for the resettlement of the municipal
fisherfolk. Nothing in this section shall be construed to vest
ownership of any resettlement area to a municipal fisherfolk for
whom said areas may have been reserved for or had been actually
granted to.

SEC. 891. Upgrading of State Fishery Schools. — The Regional
Department, in coordination with the Commission on Higher
Education-ARMM (CHED-ARMM), Department of Education, Culture and
Sports-ARMM (DECS-ARMM), and Technical Education and Skills
Development Authority-ARMM (TESDA-ARMM), shall upgrade GState
Fishery Schools: Provided, however, That appropriate fish
technology subject shall be incorporated in the curricula of
fishery schools.

The Regional Department and the CHED-ARMM shall Jointly
formulate standards to upgrade all fishery schools. Fisheries
schools that do not meet the minimum standards shall be closed.

SEC. 92. Inclusion of Fishery Conservation Subject in School
Curricula. - Fishery conservation subject shall be incorporated
in the curricula of elementary and secondary schools, both
private and public.

SEC. 93. Educational campaign at all levels. - The Regional
Department, CHED-ARMM, DECS-ARMM, TESDA-ARMM and DILG-ARMM shall
launch and pursue educational campaign to help realize regional
policies and implement the provisions of this Code.

SEC. 94. Infrastructure Support. — The Regional Department
in cooperation with concerned agencies shall:
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a. prepare and implement a regional plan for the
development of municipal fishing ports and markets;

b. prioritize the construction of farm—to-market
roads linking production sites, coastal landing points
and other post-harvest facilities to major market  and
arterial roads/highways;

c. construct community infrastructure facilities
such as fish landing ports, ice plant and cold storage
in consultation with fishery cooperatives/associations,
consistent with international environmental standards;

d. establish quality laboratories in major fish
ports and prescribe the highest standards for the
operation of such post-harvest facilities; and

e. promote and strengthen local ship-building and
repair industry for fishing vessels.

SEC. g5. Protection of Sensitive Technical Information. -
The Regional Department shall take such measures as may be
necessary in order to protect trade, industrial and policy
information of Filipino fisherfolk, fisheries owners/operators,
entrepreneurs, manufacturers and researchers, when disclosure of
such information will injure the competitiveness or viability of
domestic fisheries.

SEC. 96. Persons and Deputies Authorized to Enforce this
Code and Other Fishery Laws. — The law enforcement officers of
the Regional Department, the PNP-ARMM, the Philippine Navy,
Philippine Coast Guard, Law Enforcement Officers of the LGUs and
other government enforcement agencies, are hereby authorized to
enforce this Code and other fishery laws, rules and regulations.
Other competent government officials and employees, punong
barangays and officers and members of fisherfolk
associations/cooperatives who have undergone training on law
enforcement may be designated in writing by the Regional Governor
as deputy fish wardens in the enforcement of this Code and other
fishery laws, rules and regulations.
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SEC. 97 . Financial Assistance. - For the management,
development and conservation of the fisheries and agquatic

resources, the Regional Governor shall make representation with
appropriate funding institutions, domestic or international, to
seek grants or donations or other forms of financial assistance.

SEC. 98. Mandatory Review. - The Regional Legislative
Assembly shall undertake a mandatory review of this Code at least
once every five (H) vears and as often as it may deem necessary,
to ensure that fishery policies and guidelines remain responsive
to changing circumstances.

SEC. 99. Research and Development. - In recognition of the
important role of research in the management, development,
protection and disposition of the ARMM s fisheries and agquatic
resources, the Regional Department shall be required to avail of
the services and assistance of the National Fisheries Research
and Development Institute which is attached to the national
Department of Agriculture, for research and educational purposes.

ARTICLE X1V
FIRAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 100. Appropriation. — The sum necessary for the initial
implementation of the provisions of this Act shall be sourced
from the budget of the Regional Department and other agencies
performing fishery—related functions. Appropriations for
succeeding years shall be included in the regular annual budget
of the Regional Department.

SEC. 101. Separability Clause. — If any portion or provision
of this Code is declared unconstitutional or invalid, the other
portions or provisions hereof, which are not affected thereby,
shall continue in full force and effect.

SEC. 102. Effectivity. — This Code shall take effect fifteen
{(15) days after its publication in the Official Gazette or in two
{2} newspapers of regional circulation.

APPROVED:
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This Act was approved by the
on JdJune 10, 1899.

APPROVED:

PROFESSOR NUR P. MISUARI
Regional Governor

Date

T/9/99/vaya/bi11186, mmaalt

Regional Legislative

Secretary General%r

Assembly



