RLA BILL NO-. &9

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Autonomous Region in Musiim Mindanaoc
Cotabato City

SECOND LEGISIATIVE ASSEMBLY
{THIRD REGULAR SESSION)

Hegun and held in Cotabato City, on Moenday., the
twenty—fourth day of April, Nineteen Hundred and Ninety
Five.
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[ MUSLIM MINDANAD AUTONGOMY ACT NO- 43 3

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A REGIONAL AGRARIAN
REFORM FROGRAM FOR THE AUTONOMDUS
REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO, CREATING
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM FOR
THE FURPOSE, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR -

Be it enacted by the Regional Legislative Assembly
in session assembled:
CHOPTER I
Freliminary Provisions
Section 1. Short Title. — This Act shall be kno=n

&% the "Agrarian Reform Program of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao®-



Sec. 2. Declaration of Policies. — It 1is the

deciared policy of the Autonomous Region in Fusiim
Mindanao +to pursue a regional agrarian reform progras
suitable to the special circumstances prevailing im
the area of autonomy. in accordance with the
Constitution, Republic #ct Ho. 6734, and ather
existing national laws and policies. The welfare of
landless farmers and farmworkers will receive the
highe=st consideration to promote spcial aJustice
and io  move the region towards sound rural
development and industrialization and the
patablishment of owner cultivatorship of family
sconomic—size farm as the basis Tor the region’s

agriculiure.

To this end, & more systematic eguitable
distribution and ownership of land, with due regard
o the rights of the lLandowners to dJust
compensation is essential. The nesd to presErve
ecoiogical balangce in the region shall be giwven
ssrious consideration to provide Farmars  and
Farmworkers the aopportunities to enhance their
gigniiy and improve the guality of their Lives
theough greater productivity in agriculture. The
aararian reform program is founded on the rights of
landless Tarmers and Tarsworkers fto own directiy
or collectively the land they - till or in case of

nther farmworkers, to receive a just share of the fruits
Thereof.

The Avtonomons Regional Government whall
facilitate and accaelerate the equitablis
distribution of all alienable and disposable
iands and oither government agricultural lands that
are 1in SYXCess ta what are really nesded Tor
development For public LIS, subisct to the

priorities and limitations set forth in this Act.

The autonomous Fegional Governmant shall
undertake measures to protect the ancestral domain and
ancestral lands of ths indigenous cultural

commmunities.



Ths Autonomous Fegional Sovernment shall
respect the ~ights of small landowners and shall
provide incentives for voluntary offersed land for
saledistribution 1in accordance with the provision of
law an just compensstion.

Thpe autononous governosEnt  shall be guided
by the principle o AT R PR R concern and
responsibility ko 1iTi the sconomic and social siatus
of the landiess fTarmers and farmworkers-. Likewise, it
shall alst be guided by the principle +that land has a
social Ffuncibion and landownership has corresponding
social obhligations and responsibilities.

Landowners are aficouraged not o leave their
lands idle and abandoned but instead make then
available for productive purposs te bBensfit BOL
mrly themselves buth ethera whio need o use them,
thershy helping the less fortunate segments of
zocisty to become self-reliant and self-sufficient in
litf=a

The auhonomous government shall apply the

pringiple on collective ocwnership and/or stewardship,
whensver applicable in asccordance with law i the
disposition and wbtilization of other natural rescurces,
including tands of the public dogmain. under lease or
concession, suitable to agriculbural preoduction. subjsct
to the prior rights. hosestead vights of small setiliers
and the ancestral rights of the indigenous cultursl
comnunitiss.

The auienonous government shall recognize  the
rights of farmers, farmworkers, and landowners as well
a5 cooperatives and other independent farmers’
organizations g participate in the planning;
organization ﬁnﬁ management of the program and  =hail
provide support to agriculbure through the provision of

appropriate and adaptable technology transfer as 3
rezult  of intensive research and adeguate financisl
asszistance for production. marketing and cther support
SN T



The autonomous government may resettle landiess
farmers and farmworkers belonging to the indigenous
cultural communities and other groups living and
residing in the area of autonomy, in its own
agricultural land/estate, proclaim resettiement areas
and or resettlement reservations which shall be
distributed to them in a manner provided by law
and to rehabilitate and develop such areas to
becems better communities that are peaceful and
conducive for living- By means of appraopriate
incentive, the autonomous government shall encourage
the formation and maintenance of economic family—-size
farm to be constituted by individaal
beneficiaries and small landowners.

The autonomous government shall protect the rights

of subsistence fishermen found in the local
communities in their preferential use of communal
marine and fishing resources, both inland and
offshore-. It shall provide support to such Tishermen

through appropriate technology and research, adeguate
financial assistance for production and marketing and

ot other basic services NeCessary for their
development.

The auvtonomocus government shall protect,
develop and conserve such resources for continuocus
utilization by its people and shall alsoc protect
aoffshore fishing grounds of subsistence fishermen

against intrusions. Fishworkers shall receive a just
share from their labor in the utilization of marine and
Tishing rescurces.

The autonomous government shall provide
incentives to landowners affected by the program to
invest the proceeds of their landholdings to
promote and accelerate industrialization,
employment and privatization of public sector
enterprises- Financial instruments used as payment of
land shall contain features that shall enhance

negotiability and acceptability in the market place-
The autonomous government may lease undeveloped lands of

I~



the public domain, and/or all acquired, sequestered or
foreclosed properties to qualified entities for the
development of capital intensive farms and traditional
and pioneering crop production especially those for
export subject to the prior rights of the beneficiaries
under this Act-

Sec« 2. Definition of Terms. — As used in this
Act, the meaning of every term enumerated hereunder 1s
provided: :

a) Agrarian Reform — means the redistribution
of lands to fTarmers, farmworkers and
subsistence fishermen who are landless,
irrespective of tenurial arrangement, to
include the totality of factors and support
services descigned to uplift the economic
status of the beneficiaries and all1 other

arrangement vis—a-vis physical
redistribution of lands, such as preduction
and profit sharing scheme, labor
administration and the distribution of

shares of stocks under the corporate stock
sharing scheme which allows beneficiaries to
receive a just share of the fruit of their
labor.

b) Agriculture, Agricultural Enterprise or
Agricultural Activity — means cultivation of
soil, planting of crops, growing of fruit
trees, raising of livestocks, poultry or
fish including the harvesting of such farm
products and other farm activities and

practices performed by a farmer in
conjunction with such farming operations
done by a person whether natural ar

juridical-

£) Agricultural Lands - refer toc the lands
devoted to agricultural activity as defined
in this Act and not classified as minerals,

n
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forest, residential, commercial and/or
industrial-.

fgrarian Dispute — refers to any controversy
relating %o tenurial arrangement whether
leasehold, tenancy ., stewardship oT
ptherwise. Gaver lands devotad to
agriculture, including disputes concerning
farmers, farmworkers, landowners, farmer/
farmuocriers” associations oy ary
representation of perscns in negotiating.
fixing. maintaining., changing or seeking

to arrange terms or conditions of such
tenurial arrangement.

1t includes any controversy relating
to compensation of lands acguired under this
fict and other terms and considerations of
transfer of ownership from landowners to
farmers, farmworkers, tenants and cther
agrarian reform beneficiaries, whether the
disputants stand in the proximate relations
of farm operator and beneficiary.
landowner and tenant, or lessor and lessee.

Idlie or Abandoned Land - refers to any
agricultural lands left behind unattended,;
not cultivated, tilled or developed %to
produce any Ccrop not devobted o any

specific economic purpose continucusly from
the time the property was acguired not due
to any force majeure oOr any man — made
calamity immediately prior to the receipt of
Notice of Acguisition by the Autonomous
Government as provided under this Act, but
does npot include lands which have become
permanentliy or regularly devoted o non-—
agricultural purposes-

Farmer ~ rvefers to any perseon whose primary
livelihood is cultivation of lands or the
productien of agricultural crops either by
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iand is owned by him or by ancther person

] shild i share  of tenancy
agraam&mt or any srrangeanent with the owner
thereof -

Farmworkesr = 35 a @matoral person i
renders services for value as an emploves or
laborer in an agricultural entevprise =5
farm regardliess of whether his compensation
i paid on a daily. weekiy, monthiy or
"omakyvaw®” basis. The terms includes an
individual whose work has cessed a= &
consEquUence of or in connection with =a
pending agravian dispute and who has  not
abtsined 2 substantially eguivaisnt ard

vegular farm esplovment.

Regular Farmworker - is a natural person
whio is employed on a permanent basis by an

agricultural enterprise or farm.

Seasonal Farmworker — is & natural oETSon
who iz esploved on a8 recurrent, =1
intermititent or non-pesrmanent laborer, such
as "dumsan®, =sacada and the 11

Other Farmworkers — refer Lo farmworkers who
do  npot - fall under letitere o, h and i
recspectivelse.

Cooperatives -  yefer £z organizations
composed primarily of =small agriculiural
Broducers, farmers., farmuorkers,
subsistence fishermen or other agrarian
reform banafi**aWiea W voluntarily
arganize themselves for +the purposse  of
noal ing tand, human ., technological.,

financial i mﬁhar economic resaurces  and
aperate on the principglie of one e rights
and —duties &8s a8 juridical persone. Said



cooperatives must be registersd with the
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanaocs

m) Indigenous Cultural Communities - refer to
a homogenocus society identified by seli-
ascription and ascription by others, who have
continuously lived as community on communally
bounded and defined territory. sharing commen
bonde of language. customs,. traditions and
gther distinctive cultural traits, and who,
through resistance to the pelitical, social
and cultural inrcads of colonization, became
historically differentiated from the majority
of Filipinos such as, but not limited to, the
Maguindanacns, Iranons, Maranaos, Tausogs.

Yakans, Samals, Badjaos, Tiruraysg Bilaans,
Bagobos, Mancbos and other tribai groups
covered by the definition of the Bangsa

Moro defined in Republic Act Number 6734

CHAPTER I1
Coverags

Sec. 4. Scope- — The Agrarian Reform Law of the

Autonomous Region in  Muslim Mindanao shall cCover,
regardless of tenurial arrangement and commodity
produced. all public and private agricultural lands
including pther lands of public domain, ancestral
domain and ance=tral lands suitable for agricultural
productions within the area of the autonomy. More
specifically, the following lands are covered by the

Autonomous Regional Agrarian Reform program, to wit:

a} All alienable and disposable lands of the
public domain devoted or suitable for
agriculture. No reclassification of forest
or mineral lands shall be undertaken after
the approval of this Act until the Regional
Legisiative fAssembly, taking into accoeunt
ecological, environmental development and



eguity considerations, shall have
determined by law the specific limi
public domsing

B)Y All lands of public domain in excess of
the specific limits as may be determined
by the Regional lLegislative Assembly in the
preceding paragranhs

c? All other lands owned by the Eegional
Government sievoted to or  suitable for

agricul tures
d? All lands of ancestral domain de =
o - suiltable far  agyiculiure sub jec
the grovisi cestyal rights
in this Act: and

1]

&) il private lands devotbed to o sunitabls
ey agricualture regardiess of the
agricultural products raised or that can be
raised thereon-

Ssc. “= Schedule of Implementation- =5 The
identification and distribution of lands covered oy this
Act  shall be implemented immediately and to be
cospleted the peviod of Tiftkeen oi5) VeEars

therest to the provisions of the sucteeding

T
sections of

Sec. &= Retention Limits. ~ Eucept as otherwise
provided in this Act, no person may own or reftain.
divectly or indirectiv, any public - private
aariciil turad lands, the size of which shall vary
according to factors governing arable family wsize
Tarm such == comnooi by produced, terrain.
infrastructure and soil ferbiliitys &=

ok

the Regional Agrarvian Reforsm Counc

hersundsy, Dut irn o caze shall
landowner o sSEven {7 hectares.
o eho ot oF Tha

hectares may be awarded to eac
subject to the following conditions:



i That he ds at lgast Ffifiteen (15) wears o¥
agey and

23 That he is actually tilling +the land or
directly managing the farmsg Frovided., that
iandowners under FPresidential Decree dHo. 27
and other peritinent agrarian reform laws

promulgated by the national government shall
be allowed fo keep the area originally retained
Ly them thersunder.

The original homsstisad granisses or direct
compulacry heirs w still i the original
hromestead at the time of the approval of this Act shall
retain same areas as long as they continue to cultivats
and or manage the said homestead.

The right to choose the area to be retltained,
which shall be compact and contiguous, shall pertain to
ithe landowner: FProwvided, however, that in case +the
arsa selected For retention by the landownesr is
tenanted, the tenant shall have the option to choose
mhether io remain therein as tenant or be a beneficiary
rn  the same or ancother agricultoaral land with
=3imilar or comparabie features. In cass the fenant
choose to remain  in the retained area, hes shall be
considered a leaseholder and shall lose his right as  an
omner-cultivator under this Act. In case +the tenant
chooses fo be a beneficiary in another agricultural

land, e loses his right as a leasseholder to the
retained area aof the landownsr. Ths fTenant must
exeroizse his aption within a period of one {13}

¥=ar Trom the time the landowner manifests his choice of
the area for retention. In all cases, the security of
tenure of the farmers and farmworkers on the land prior
ta the approval of this Act, shall be respecied.

Uipon effoctivity of bhis Aot Ary sale,
gizposition, lease, management contract or transfspr of
possessions of private lands executed by the original
ilandowners in wviolation of this act shall be nuil and
voldy Frovided, however, That those executed prior to
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this Act shall be valid only when registered with the
Register of Deeds within the periocd of three (3) months
after the effectivity of this Act. Thereafter, =11
Register of Deeds shall inform the Regional Department
of Agrarian Reform in Muslim Mindanao within thirty (30)
days of any transaction involving agricultural land in
excess of seven (7) hectaress

Sec. 7« Priorities. — The Regional Department of
Agrarian Reform in Muslim Mindanae (RDARMM) as herein
created, in coerdination with the Resgional Agrarian
Reform Council (RARC . shall plan and program
the achuisition and distribution of all agricultural
iand and ancestral land suitable for agriculture within
a period of fifteen (12} vears upon the effectivity of

this Bct-  Lands shall be acguired and distributed as
fullows:
EREaEt T e i alienable aryd disposable public

agricultural lands, all arable public - lands
under agro-forest, pasture and agricultural
leases already cultivated and planted to
crops in accordance with Section &, Article
X111l of the Constitubtiong alkl public
agricultural lands which are to be opened for
new development and resettlement and all
private agricultural iands in excess  of
Fifty (50) —hectarec, in. s far -as The
excess hectarage is concerned, to implement
principaily the rights of the farmers and
farmeorkers who are actually tillers of the

land but landlessy te own directly or
collectively the lands they till. They shall
be distributed immediately wupon the
effectivity of this Aety with the

implementation to be completed within the
period of four (4) years.

PHASE II — Rice and corn lande under Presidential
Decres Mo - 27 and —all private lands
voluntarily offered by *the ouners Tor
agrarian reform; all lands foreclosed by

el
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FHASE I¥

government financial institutions, and a1l
lands acoguired and seguestered by the

Fresidential Commission on Bood Sovernment
tPEGE)  within., the area of autonomy; aii
lands classified as idle and abasndonsd areas
and all other lands ownsd by the government
that &are arable and suitsd for agriculiurai
production which =shall be acguired aryd
distributed upon  the effectivity of this
Act, the implementation of which shall be

completed within a period of not more than
four (4) vears.

ALl other private aoricunibural lands
commencing with large landheldinos under the
following scheduis:

Landholdings above twenty—four (24) hectares
up  to fitty (50) hectares to begin from the
ebfechivity OFf this fct =nd to be completed

within three {(3) years: and

Landholdings from the retention limit tim £o
twenty-~four (24) hectares, +o begin from
the efttectivity of +thiz Act and to be
completed within four (4] years.

Aill  ancestral domain and ancestral  lands
suitable for agriculture subject to the
provision on ancestral rights set forth in
this Act.

This s

== edul of acorisi bion
redistribution of a
by &

1 apcestyral agricul
lands covered is program shall be
in acooyrdans with the above oarder
B by which shall be provided in &5
implementing guidelines/rulss to be nyepar
Counc

i3

by the Regienal Agrarian Reform i

CRARIEY , taking dnto consideration the
Tollowing: the need to distribute lands &o
the tillers at the esarliest practicable Lime;




the need to enhance agricultural productivi ty
o hasten economic recoverys and the
availability of Tunds and resources to
implement and support the program.

in any case, the RaRQ, L porn the
recommendation of the Frovincial Agrarian
Retorm Coordinating Committee (FARCCOM), may
declare certain provinces or municipalities
as priority land reform areas., in which case
the acquisition and distribution of private
agriculiural lands therein may be implemented
ahead of the above schedules.

In effecting the transfer within thess
guideiines, priority must be given to lands
that arese within Fhase I and Fhase II  and
subseguently, Fhase III and Phase IV shoulid
come next in that order of priorities.

The RaRC shall establish guidelines fo
implement the above order of pricorities and

distribution schems . including the
determination ot who are gquaii-fisd
beneficiariesg Frovided that an owner—

tiller may be beneficiary of the land he
doess not own but is actually cultivating as
long as the total number of his landholdings
does not sxceed five (5} hectares.

SEC. 8. - Fultinational Corporations. — AIL
fands of the public domain leased. held or possessed by
multinational corporations or associations and other
lands ownsd by government or by government—owned and
conirolised corporations, associations, institutions oF
entities, devoted 1o sxisting and operational agri-
business or agro—industrial enterprises, operated by
multinational corporations and assaociations shali be
programmed for acquisition and distribution immediatelsw
upon the effectivity of this Act with impliementation o
be complieted within three (3} years unless a news
contract is entered into by and betwesen the Autonomous




Regional BGovernment with the concurrence of the
majority of the affected program beneficiaries and/or
aualified benseficiaries in such corporation,
association or entities-

Lands covered by the immediately preceding
paragraph under lease, management, grower or service
contracts and the like shall be disposed of as folliows:

&l Lease. management, groweyr or service
contracts covering an aggregste area in
excess of one thousand (1000) hectares,
leased or held by foreign individual in
eucess of five hundred (500) hectares are

deemed amended to conform with the limits set
forth in Section 3 of Article Xii of the

Constitutions

) Contracts covering areas not in excess of one
thousand (1000) hectares in the case of such
corporations and assocciations and five

hundred (500) hectares in the case of such
individual shall be allowed to continue under
their original terms and conditions but not
beyond December 31, 2000 or their wvalid
termination., whichever comes sooner, after
which such agreement shall continue only when
confirmed by the Autonomous Government and/or

concerned parties- Such contracts shall
likewise continue even after the land has
been transferred to beneficiaries or
awardees thereof, the transfer of which

shall be immediately started or implemented
and completed within the period of three )
yvears mentioned in paragraph 1 hereof .

c) In no case will such leases and other
agreement now being implemented extend beyond
December 31, 2000 when all lands subject
hereof shall have been distributed completely
to gqualified beneficiaries or awardees-



Land under leased. held or possessed by

multinational corporations owned by
private individuals and private non—
governmental corporations, associations,
institutions and entities, shall be
subijiected to immediate compulsory
acquisition and distribution upon
expiration of the applicable lease,
management, grower or service contracts
in effect as of January 1. 1996 or
otherwise upon its termination, whichever
comes SOONer , but not later than
Fifteen (15) years following the

effectivity of this Act, subject to vested
rightss

However , during the said period of
effectivity. the Autonomous Government shall
take steps to acquire these lands for
immediate distribution thereaftier.

in general., lands shall be distributed

directly to the individual worker—
beneficiaries. In case > i = is not
economically feasible and sound to divide the
iand, then they shall form a workers

cooperative or association which shall deal
with the corporation or business association
or any other proper party for the purpose of
entering into a lease or growers agreement
and for all other legitimate purposes. Until
a new agreement is entered into by and

between the workers cooperative or
association and the corporation or business
corporation or any other proper partiy. Aany

agreement existing at the time this Act takes
effect between the former and the previous
landowner shall be respected by both the
workers”® cooperative or association and the
corporation, business association or such
other party. In no case shall the
implementation or application of this Act

Lo



justify or result in the reduction of status
or diminution of any hbenefits received or
enjoyed by the worker beneficiaries or in
which they may have vested rights at the time
this Act becomes effective.

The provisions of Section 42 of this
Aoty as regards to production and profit
sharing and corporate stock distribution
option sharing apply to farms operated by
multinational corporations.

buring the transition period, the new
owners shall be assisted in their effort to
learn modern technology in production-
Enterprises which show willinaness and
commitment in good faith in exerting effort
to impart voluntarily zuch advanced
technology will oe given preferential
treatment where feasible, but in no case
shall a foreign corporation, aszociation.
entity or individual enjoy any right or
privilege better &than those enjoyed by =&
domestic corporaticn, association, entity
or individual-s

Sec. 9. Exemption and Exclusion. = Lands
actually, directly and exclusively used and found to be
necessary for parks, wildiife, foraest IEEEIVES .
reforestation, fish sanctuaries and breeding ground.
watershed and mangroves. national defense, school
i bes, and campuses including experimental fars

stations operated by public or private schools for
educational purposes, seeds and seedlings research and
pilot production centers, church sites and convents,
mosque sites and Islamic Centers sppurtenant thereto,

communal burial grounds and cemeteries, penal celonies
and penal farms actually worked Fiy—the inmates.
government and private research and guarantine centers
and all lands  with eighteen percent (18%) siope and
over shall be exempted from the operation of this
Acts



Sec~ 10. [Commercial Farming- — Commercial farms

which are private agricultural Tands devoted e
commarcial livestock, pouliry and aguaculture including
saltbheds ., Fishponds and prawn ponds. fruit TFarms,
aorchards, wvegetables and cub—flowers farms and cacso,
coffes, coconuwtk and rubber plantations =1l ba

subjected to immediate compulanry  acguisition and
distribution within Tifteen {13} vea om the
effectivity
%

v of this fob- In case o - ms,  Bhe
TiTtesn 18y vear period shall begin from g Firsgt
vear of commevcial farminglproduction and opsrations a=
determined by the Regional Deparviment of Agrarian Reform

]
CRDORMM? - Burang  dhe 1068 vear period; the  AButonomous
5 1 initiate the steps necessary to acguires

Sovermment shal.

these lands upon the payment of just compensation for
= |
b %

1

and and improvement thereon., preferabkly i favor
of organdized cooperatives or associations. which shall

thereatf ter, manage the saild lands for the workers
beneficiaries.

Fhes provision ofr Sechion a2 of this Goby wikh
vegards bo production and profit sharinpg and corporats
shock distribution ocoption sharving shall apply i
commercial Tarss-

ZHAFTER IIT

Ancestral Domairn, Ancestral Lands
arnd Indigenous Cultural Communities

Ssc. 11. DPefinition of Terms- — As used in this
FA 1 g v the meaning of every Lerm enumerated hereunder is

proviged:

2 Ancestral Domain — refers to 211 lands and
aatural FESOUTrces e SESHm TN £
possessed by indigenous culbtural communities,
by thenselves or T rough their
ancestors, communal iy oy  individually, ia
accordance with thedir cusmtons and
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Seca. iP- A1l ancestral domain and ancestral

of the

alienated

traditions minces time immemorial

continuously o tha present exrept whien
interrupted By way foroe majseuress or
displiazcement by fa&ce or deceit, which shaill
include pasture, rvesidential, agriculinral
and other lands individually-owned, whether
alienable/disposable oy otherwise, hunting
grounds, worship area, burial grounds , bodiss
of water, air space, mineral and other natural
reasaurces defined in paragraph 8, Section 1,
Articie Xl of R.8. bo. &734.

Ancestral Lands — refsr o those real
properties within the ancestral domain which
are comsunally-owned eitheyr by &he whols

community or by a clan/group thereof and to
lands  inherited by members of the indigesnous
cultural communitiss who are in scbtusl, open,
notoricus and uninterrupbed possession  and
grrupation thersin by themselves or their
nredecessors for at least thirty (202 years-

Customary/Indigenous Laws — refer to a body of
customs. traditions, practices, and usages
cragitional by DJbEFV“dr atcapted, and
recoanized Dy the indigencus culiur=el
communities.

Time Immemorial — refere to a period of fime.
as fTar back as semory can reach where megbers
of indigenous cultural communities are known
to have ocoupisd, possessed and utiltized
2 definite territory inherited from
theiyr ancestors  in  accordance wikh theiy

customs and traditions.

=y
indigenous cultural communitiss shail
and dicposed of to non-members of the

indigenous culbural comsunitiess




Sec. 13. all public lands within the Autonomous
Hegion are deemed part of the ancestral domain and shall
B programmed for acguisition and disposition within
the period of fifieen (15) years from the effectivity of
this Act. Howmever in no case shall qualified
indigenous cultural community be given or  amarded

=uch land in sxzcess of Tive (53 hectares.

Sac. 14, Ancestral Domain and ancestral lands
s2hkall retain 1its original status irrFespective of the
manner of iis acguisition and disposition. any  titis

hereio acguired by the effeciiviity of R.Ad. Mo. &734 o
in wicliation of this Act shall be null and woid withoot
prejudice to his righits o recover the reasonable amount
Iegally paid thereto and or the reasonablis wvalus o
Just compensation  of the idsprovements introduced
therein.

Sec. 3 i Aall  private  lands suidtable Tor
agricultural purposes titled or ownsd by msmbers of
itndigenous  culiural communiiiss may be disposed of by
it=s punsy only to the membesrs of the indigenous colibueal
commmunity or o the Autonomous Regional Government in
FMuslim Findanao.

Sec. 1&8. Fembesres of the indigenous culitural
communitises may own or retain directly o indirecily
any of their ancestral lands, idrrespeciive of orops oF
Truits produced thersin but in no cass retention by the
pemer  shall szcsed seven (73 hectares. Five (5}
hectares may be awarded to sach child of +the landowers
provided he mests the conditions set forth under Sscition
&, Dhapter IL of this Act.

Sec. 17. Ho portion of the ancestral domain shall
be opened to resetilemenit of non-members o f the
indigenous cultural communities.

Sec. 18. dancestral lands that remained ddle and
ahbandoned, the causes of which are not dus to Force
maioures and man made calamities shall be ascquired and
distribuied to the landless members of said cultural



communities wpon proper application with the RDARMM
which shall provide guidelines herein and supervise its
implementation.

Sec- 12. Unless auwthorized by the Regional
Assembly, lands of ancestral domain titied to or owned
by an indigenous cultural community shall not be
disposed of to non—-members thereof .

Sec. 20. In line with the principles of self-
determination and autonomy, the system of
landownership, land wuse and the mode of threshing out
land disputes among the indigenous cultural communities
not inconsistent with this Act shall be recegnized and
respec ted-

Sec. 21- The RDARMM in close coordination with
the DENR-ARMM and the LGBUs affected by the program
shall completely identify and delineate the ancestral
domain and ancestral lands within the period of fifteen
{15) years from the effectivity of this Act.

CHAPTER IV

Improvement of Tenurial and Labor Relations

Sec. 22. Determination of Lease Rentals. - 1In
crder to protect and improve the tenurial and economic
status of the farmers in the tenanted lands under the
retention 1imit and lands not vet acquired under this
Aoty the RDARMM, is mandated to determine and fix
immediately the lease rentals thereof which shall not be

more than twenty-five percent (285%) of the normal
harvest during the three (3) agricultural vyears
immediately preceding the established date of the

leasehold after deducting the amount used for the seeds
and the harvesting, threshing., hauling and processing
which ever are applicable, Provided, that if the land
has been cultivated for the period of three (3) years,
the initial consideration shall be based on the average



normal harvest during the preceding y=ars when the land
was actually cultivated, oy on the sarvest of the first
year in case of newly cultivated lands ¥ the
Karvest of - the first year is ncrmal « Provided,
further, That after the lapse of the first three - {32
norm=l harvests, the final consideration shall be based
on  the average normal harvest during these preceding
agricultural years. Frovided, finally, that in the
absence of any agreement betwsen the parties as o
rertale, the RDARMM shall fix the rental, taking into
consideration the practices observed in the community
whichever is acceptabls and adaptable, in accordance, if
possible, with Isliamic concepb-

Sec- 23 Production Sharing Flan- = an
enterprise adopting the scheme provided for in Section
42 or operating under a prodguction venture, izsase,
management contract or another similar arvangement and
any form covered by Gecrtions 8 and 10 hereof is hereby
mandated to be executed within thirty (30} days from the
effectivity of this Act, under a production-sharing plan
prescribed by the approprigte government agency-s

Nothing hevein shall be construsd to sanction the
diminution of whatever benefits such as salaries,
bonuses, leaves and working condition granted to the
employee—-beneficiaries under existing laws, agresment
and voluntary practices by the enterorise, nor shall
the enterprise and its employee-benaficiaries be
prevented from entering into any agreement with terms
more favorable toc the latter.

CHAFTER V

Registration

Sec- 24. Within one hundred eighty (180) days
from the effectivity of this Act, all persons, natural
or juridical, including government entities that own or
claim to cwn agricultural iands/ancestral



domain/ancestral lands whether in their names or in the
name of others, shall file a sworn statement in the
Frovincial/Municipal Assessors Office within the area of
autonomy in the form to be prescribed by the RDARMM
stating the following information:

&) The description and area of the property;

B) The average gross income from the property
for at least three (3) years;

) The names of all tenants and farmworkers
therein;

d) The crops planted in the property and the
area covered by each crops as of the

effectivity of this Act;

&) The terms, mortgages, leases and management
contracts as of the effectivity of this Act;
and

f) The latest declared market value of the 1land
as determined by the City or
Provincial/Municipal Assessocrj

g) Cultivated cor idle land-

Sec. £205- Registration of Beneficiaries. - The
RDARMM in coordination with the Barangay Agrarian
Reform Committee {(BARLC) as organized in this Act,
shall register alil agricultural Ilessees, tenants,
and farmworkers who are gualified to be beneficiaries
of the Regional Agrarian Reform Program (RARF). These
potential beneficiaries, with the assistance of the
Bayrangay Agrarian Reform Committee and the RDARMM

shall provide the following data:

a) Names and members of their immediate farm
household;



k) fwners or administrator af the lands they
werk o arg the iength o f tenurial
relationships

e Crops planted; and
c? Their Share inn the harvest oy amount of

rental paid or wages receiveds

A copy of the registry list of all
beneficiaries in  the bkarvangsay shall
municipal hall gr barangay hall, school e o
bBuiidings in the bavangay where it =shall be open  Eo
klic for inspection at any reasonable time-

CHAPTER VI

Land Acquisition

Sec.- £fbH. Frocedures for Acguisition of Private
Lands. - For purposes of acguisition of private lands,

the following procedure shall be fol lowsd:
&l After having identified the land, the

landowners and the beneficiaries, the RDARMHM
shall send its notice & {

to acguire the
the landowner thereaf, by personal
and pest the same in a consplcuous
the municipal buaildipng and barangay

the place where the property is  loc

S id  nobice shall contain bhe offer of the
DaRMM  to pay a corresponding  value in

accmrdanca with valuation s=set forth in

Sertinne 2% End 28 and other pertinsnt

provisions hereoct-

B} Hithin thirty {80y days from +the date of
receipk of wrikten notice by perscnal
gelivery, the ilandowner ard o7 his

administrator or representative shall inform




il

st

the BDARMM of his acceptance or rejection of
the offers

It the landpaner accepts the mffEP it T
RDARMN . the Land Bank of the FPhilippines
LB shall pay thm Zaﬁdamre1 o f the
purchase price of the land within thirty (30)
dayse after the & ecu+1ﬁn g5f - ihe deeﬁ of
conveyvance ond delivers a deed of transier

in favor of The Autonomous Begionsl
Government and surrenders thﬁ Certificate of

tle and octher documents evidencing fitle
thereta.

In rcase of rejection or failure to yeply,

e RO&REFM shall conduct SLUAMSTY
admtriavmatlue prﬂ*ﬁed1 s bo determine Ehe
compensation for the land by requiring the

landowner the Land Benk of the FPhilippines

i

e

and other interested parties to i
evidence as to the just compensation for the
land, within Tifieen (15 days Ffrom fhe

T

*ene*pt of the nobtice. &Sfter the expiratic
of the above period. the matter is deemed
submitited Ffor decisipn. The RRARMM shal
decide the casze within thirty {201
af ter = is submitted il decis
pupressing  therein clearly and distin
the facts and the law on which it is

Upron recaint by the landowner of the
corresponding pavment O, in Cass of
rejection or no response  from the landowner

the corresponding payment shall be depositsd
with .an accessible bank designated by the
RDARMM  of the compensation iry gash or in
bonds  in accordsncs with this Acts and the
RDARMM shall take immediate possession of the
langd and shall reguest the properv Register of
Desds +to ismsue & Transfer Certificate

Titie e B in the nams of the Autonomous
Hoegional Government in Muslim Mindanaoc-. The




RDARMM shall thereafter proceed with the
redistribution of the land to the qualified
bheneficviaries.

) Any party who disagrees with the decision may
bring the matter to the court of proper
jurisdiction for fipal determination of just
conmpensation.

ARTICLE VII

Compensation

Sec. 27. Determination of Just Compensation. — In
determining the just compensation, the cost of
acquisition of the land., the current value of 1like
properties, its nature, actual use and incoeme, the
sSWorn valuation of the landowner, the tax
declaration, and the assessment made oy the
government assessors shall be considered; the social
and economic benefits contributed by the farmer and
farmworkars and by the government to the property as
well as the non—payment of taxes or loans secured from
any government financing institutions on the said land
shall be considered as additional factors to determine
its valuation.

Sec. 28. Valuation and Mode of Compensation- — The

Land Bank of the Philippines shall compensate the
landowner in such amount as may be agreed upon by the
landowner, the RDARMM  and the LEP in accordance

with the criteria provided for in Sections 26 and 27
and other pertinent provision hereof, or as may be
finally determined by the court as just compensation

for the Iand-

The compensaticon <chall be paid in one of the
following modes, at the option of the landownerss:
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&}

b}

43

ash payment ander the Tollowing terms and
conditionsl
For lands above fifty (50)——Twenty—five (25Z) percent
hectares, insofar as cash, the balance 1o be
the excess  hectarages paid in government
is goncerneds: financial instrument
negatiable at any time.
For lands abowve twenty Thirty percent {30}
Four 24 hectares cash, the balance to be
and up to Fifty (50; paid in governmant
hectares. Financial instruments
negotiable at any time.
For lands twenty four Thirty five {(35%) psrcent
£247) hectares and cash, the balance to be
helow. paid in governmant
financial instrument
negotiable at any timea
Shares of Stock in government—owned or controlled
corporations, Land Bank of the Fhilippines (LEBP}
preterred shares, physical asssts ar other
aualified dinvestment in accordance with guidelines
set by the Regional Agrarian Reform Council (RaR) g
Tax credits which can be used against any Ifax
liabilityy
iand Eank bonds which shall have the following

Foatursss

al Mariaet interest rates aligned with
Fl—day treasury bill rates. Ten (1O}
percent of the face value of the bonds shall
mature every year ftrom the date of issuance
until the tenth {i0th) yesar. Frovided, that;
=hould +the landowner choose to forego the
cash portion, whether in full or in part,
he  shall be paid correspondingly in LEF
bondes



Transferability and negotiability. Such
{ BF bonds may be ussd by the landowner,; his
successors  in interest or his assignees, up
to the amount of their face value, for any
of the fellowing:

1) Acguisition of land or other real
properties of the government including assets
under the Assets Privatization Program and
octher foreclosed properties by the government
financial institutions in the same province
or municipalities where the lands for which
the bonds were paid are situated;

2) Acguisition of shares of stock of
government—owned or centrolled corporations
or shares owned by the government in private
corporations:

3) Substitutions for surety or bail bonds
for the provisional release of accused
persons, or for performance bonds;

4) Security for lepans with any government
financial institutions: Provided, That the
proceeds of the loans shall be invested in an
economic enterprise, preferably in a small
and medium scale industry. in the province
and municipality where the land is located
for which the bonds are paid;

5) Payment for various taxes and fees to
government: Provided, That the use of these
bonds for these purposes will be limited to a
certain percentage ef the outstanding balance
of the financial instruments: Provided,
further, That the RARDC shall determine the
percentage mentioned above;

6) Payment Tor tuition fees of the
immediate family members of the original
bondholder in government universities,



colleges, trade scheools and other
institutions;

7) Payment for fee of the immediate
memnber of the family of the eriginal
bondhoider in government hospitals; and

8) Such other uses as the RARC may from
time to time allow. In case of extracrdinary
infilation, the RARC shall take appropriate
measures to protect the econhomy-

Sec - 29 Incentives for Voluntary Offer for
Sale- — Landowners, other than banks and other
financial institutions, who voluntarily offer their
lands for sale shall be entitled to an additional five

percent (5%) cash payment.

Sec. 30- Voluntary Land Transfer. — Landowners of
agricultural lands subject to acquisition under this Act

may enter into a voluntary arrangement for direct

transfer of their lands to gqualified beneficiaries,
sub ject to the following guideliness:

a) 11 notices for voluntary land transfer must

be submitted to the RDARMM within the first

year of implementation of the RARF .

Megotiations between the landowners and

gquaiified beneficiaries covering any

voluntary land transfer which remain

unresolved aftter one (1) year shall not be
recognized and such shall instead be acquired
by the Autonomous Regional Government and
transferred pursuant to this Act-

bl The terms and conditions of such transfer
shall not be less favorable to the transferee
than those of the government’s standing offer
to purchase from the landowner and to resell
to the beneficiaries; 1if such offer have been
made and are fully known to both parties.

m
m



o} The voluntary agresment shall incinde
canctions for non—compliance by either par Lty
and be duly recorded and iis implementation
monitored by the RDARMNM-

Sec s 31 Fayment of Compensation by the
Beneficiaries under Yoluntary Land Transfer- - Dirsct
payment in cash or in ind mav be made by the Tfaraer
b&mafi:iariEE +m  the lapdowney under a term  to  De
mutually agreed upon by both parties which shaill =)
binding Lo on Lheem, upon  registration with and
appraoval by the BDARMM. Said  approval shall be
considered 0L WVET 4 unless potice of disapproval  is
received by the farmer—beneficiaries within thirty
{80) days from the date of registration.

In the svent they cannct agree on the price of the
tand, the procedure for land acguisition as providged in
Sertion 26 shall apply. The LEP shall extend financial
azsishances by the benpeficisrvies for pUurposes af
acguiring the lands

CHAFPTER VIII

Land Disivibution

Sec. 3P. fualified Bensficiaries. - The iands
covered by the Regional Agravian Heform Frogram {(RARF}?
shall be distributed as much as possible to landiess
residents of  The oy i the asbhsence
thersot . landliess residents of the same municipality

in the following order of prioritys

&) Agricultural lessees and share tens ants;
B2 Regulary farmeorkers:
(52 Sepazmonal farmworkers;

8 ther farmworkerss




e) Actusl tillers or occupants of public lands;

) Collective organizations or cooperatives of
the above beneficiaries; and

g? Others directly working on the land.

Frovided, however., That the children of
iandowners who are gualified under Section &6 of this Act
=hall be given preference in the distribution of the
land of their parents- and Provided. further, That
actual tenant-tillers in the landhoiding shall not be
ejected or removed without just cause 0 be determined
by the RARC.

Beneficiaries under Presidential Decree No:. 27 who
culpably sold, disposed of, cr abandoned their land are
disgualified to becoms beneficiaries under this program-

A basic gualification of a beneficiary shall be
his willingness, attitude and ability to cultivate and
make the land as productive as possible- The RDPARMM
shall adopt a system of monitoring the recerd or
performance of each beneficiary, sC that any
beneficiary guilty of negligence or misuse of the
land or any support extended to him shall forfeit his
right to centinue as such beneficiary. The RDARMM
shall submit periedic reports on  the performance of
the beneficiaries to the EARC-

2 & i due to the landowner retention rights ar to
the number of tenants, lessees or workers on the land,
there is na enough land to accommodate any or some of
them, they may be granted ownership of other lands
available for distribution under this Act, at the
cption of the beneficiaries.

Farmers already in place and those not
accommodated in the distribution of privately owned
lands will be given preferential rights in the

distribution of lands from the public domain-.



Sec. 33. Distribution Limit. — No qualified
beneficiary may own more than five (5) hectares of
agricultural upland and mere than three (3) hectares of
irrigated lowland.

Sec- 34- Award to Beneficiaries. — The rights and
responsibilities of the beneficiary shall commence
from the time the RDARMM makes an award of the land to
him, which award shall be completed within one hundred
eighty (180) days from the time the RDARMM take actual
possession of the land. Ownership of the beneficiary
shall be evidenced by a Certificate of Land Ownership
Award (CLOA) and Certificate of Ancestral
Landownership (CALD) in the case of ownership of
ancestral domainfancestral land=s which shall contain the
restrictions and conditions provided for in this Act and
shall be recorded in the Register of Deeds concerned and
annotated on the Certificate of Title.

Sec. 35« Award Ceiling for EBeneficiaries- =
Beneficiaries shall be awarded an area not exceeding
five (5) hectares which cover a contiguous tract of land
or several parcels of land cumulated up to the
prescribed award limits-

For purposes of this Act, a landless beneficiary
is one who owns less than three (3) hectares of
agricultural land.

The beneficiaries may opt for coliective ownership
such as co-ownership or farmers cooperatives or soae
cther form of collective organization: Provided,
That the total area that may be awarded shall not
exceed the total number of co—owners or members of the
caoperatives or collective organization multiplied by
the award limit above prescribed, except in meritoricus
cases as determined by the RARE Title to the
property shall bes issued in the name of the co—owners
of the cooperatives or collective organization as the
case may be-

s
[



Sec. 36« Payment of Beneficiaries. - Lands
awarded pursuant to this Act shall be paid for by the
beneficiaries to the Land Bank of the Philippines (LBF)

in thirty (30) annual amortizations at six percent
(&%) service fee per annum. The payments for the
first three {(3) years after the award, may be at

a reduced amount as established by the RARC, provided,
that the first five (5) annual gross production payment
for the first three (3) years payment may be more than
the five {5) percent of the valuse of the annual gross
praduction as established by the RDARMM. Should the
scheduled annual payments after the fifth (Sth) year

exceesd ten (10%) percent of the annual gross
production and the Tailure to produce accordingly is
not due to beneficiary®s fault, the Land Bank of the
Fhilippines may reduce the service fee rate or reduce
the principal cbligation to make the payment
affordakle-

The Land Bank of the Philippines (LBF) shall have
a lien by way of mortgage on the land awarded to the
beneficiary; and this mortgage may be foreclosed by the
LBP for non-payment of an aggregate of thres (3)
annual amortizations. The LEP shall advise the RDARMM
of such proceedings and the latter shall subsequently
award the forfeited iandholding to other gualified
beneficiaries. A beneficiary whose land, as provided
herein, has been foreclosed shall thersafter be
permanently disgualified from becoming 2 beneficiary
under this Act-

Sec. 37. Transferability of Awarded Lands- — Lands
acquired by beneficiaries under this Act may not be

sold. transferred or conveyed except through
hereditary succession or to the Autonomous. Regional
Government or to the Land Bank of the Philippines or
to other qualified beneficiaries for a period of ten

(10) years. In the event of repossession of the land ke
made; preferential rights shall be given to members of
the indigenous cul tural communities. Provided,
however, That the children or the spouse of the
transferor shall have the right to redeem or

e
1



repurchase the land from the Autonomous Regional
Government or from the Land Bank of the Fhilippines,

within the period of five {§) vyears: Fyrovided
further, that3f the same is transferred, =aid or
conveved, it shall not be disposed again to non—members
i R e indigeﬁnua cultural commiinity- Due notice of
the availability of the land shall be given by thes LEBF
tm  the BARC of the barangay where the lapnd is
situated. The Frovincial Agrarian Reform Coordinating

Committes (PARCCOM) as herein provided shall in return,
be given due notice thereof by the BARC.

If +the land has not yet been fully paid by the
benpeficiary. the rights to the land may be  transferred
¥ i 3

i conveyed with prior -approval of the RDARMM, o any
heirs of the beneficiary or to any other beneficiary
whithi, &% a condition Tor such transfer oy conveyance,
shall sultivate the land himselt- For Hon—
compliance hergwith, the land shall be transferred
o Ehe LEF which shall ive due notice of the

availability of the land in  the manner specifisd in the
immepdiate preceding paragrapn-

In the svent of such transfer to the LBF, the

stter shall compensate the beneficiary in one lump sum

for the amount the latter has already paid, together

with the iust compensation of the inprovement he has
made on the land-

Sec- 28 . Standing Crops at the Time of
Acquisition. — The landowner shall retain his share of
amny =Dhanding cron unharvested at the ftime the RDAE—
GRMM shall take possession of the land under Section
2&5 of this Act., and shalli be given & reasonable time

to harvest the sams-



CHAPTER IX

Corporate Farms

Sec. 239- Farms Dwned or Operated by Corporation or
other Business Association. — In the case of farms
owned by corporations or other business assSociat S Enigt-—g
the following rules shall be observed by the HARL:

Iin genevral. lands shall be distributed direcily
to the individusl worber—beneficiariss-

In case it is not sconomically feasibie

divide the land. then it shalil be owned

v  the worker-beneficiaries whe shall foram a =

cooperative or aﬁsnciaﬁiﬁn ich will deasl

corporation or bus
t
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aoiabion. If new agresment
=

potak B8 B
is existing st the tims thla gt takes effect between
the former and the previous landowner, the same shall
be respected by both the wgrkﬁra“ copperative or
BRSODiatIon sl The corporation (2 of business

o
association:

Seo - 400 . Homglots and Farmlots for Hembers of

Cooperabive. = Members af ot e coopsrative or
COVDoranion mentioned in the preceding Seciion shall
be provided with Homelots and nall farmicis for their
family use, to be taken from the land owne By ®he
cooperative or corporation-

Sec - 41. Corporate Landowners- = Corporate
landowners may voluntarily transfer ownervship over their
agricultural iandholdings to the dutonomous BovernmeEnt
pursuant T Section 30 ‘hereo?t or o uzlified
bensficiaries, who are members of  the indigenous
culitural communibtiss undEr such terms and condl tichs
conoietent wikth This Sct, &= Ehey may adiree unbng
subsect to canfivmation by the RDGRNMA, Frovided, that
it case =uch transfer is made o the autocnomous
Hegionsil bﬁ“h*hm&115 t can only be disposed again to
members of the indigenous culbtural communitieos.




Upon certification of the RDIARMM, corporations
owning agricultural lands may give their qualifzied
beneficiaries who are members of the indigenocus
cultural  coemmuniby, the right to purchase =uch
proportion of the capital stock of the corporatisn  that
the agricultural land, actually devoted to agricultural
activities., bears in relation toc the company s  toial
assets, under such terms and conditions as may be
agreed upon by them: In no case shall the compensation
received by ths workers at the fime shares of stocks
are distributed be reduced. The same principles shall
be applied +to assocciastions. with respect to  their
equity or participation.

Lorporations or associations which voluntarily
divest proportion of their capital stock or eguity in
favor of their workers or other gualified beneficiaries
under thig Bection shall be deemed to bave complied
with the provisions of this Act, Provided, that the
following conditions are complied with:

al In order to ssfeguard the right of
beneficiaries who own shares of stocks and
dividend and aother financial benefits,
the books of the corporations or

assoeciations shall be subjected o periodic
audi® by certitied public accountante chosen
by the benseficiaries.

b? irrespective of the value of their equity in
the corporation or asssciation, the
beneficiaries shall be assured of at least
one (1) representative in the board of
directors. or in management or executive
committee. if one exist. of the corporation
or association;

c? Any shares acguired by the workers 2nd
beneficiaries shall have the same rights and
features as all gther shares; and



ol any transfer of shares of stock by the
original beneficiaries shall be veoid "ab
initio” unless said transaction is in favor
of a gualified and registered beneficiary
within the same corporation-

If within two (2) years from the approval of this
Act, the land or stock transfer envisioned above is not
made or realized or the plan for such stock distribution
ig net approved by the RARC within the same period,
the agricultural land of the corporate owners or
corporation shall be subjected to the compulsory
coverage of this Act.

Sec. 42. Production—-Sharing. — Pending final land
transfer, individuals or entities operating under lease
or management contract are hereby mandated to execute
a production sharing plan based on the profit or loss
sharing system or any obther system not contrary to
Islamic Law to be computed every agricultural vyear.

Sec. 43. Payment of Shares of Cooperatives or

Associations- = Shares of the cooperatives or
associations acquirsd by farmer beneficiaries or worker-—
beneficiaries shall be fulily  paid in an amount
corresponding o the valustion as determined in the
succeeding Section- The landowner and the LBF shall
assist the farmer—bheneficiaries and worker—
beneficiaries in —the payment for said share by

providing credit—financing-

Sec-. 44. Valuation of Lands. — A valuation scheme
for the land shall be formulated by the RARE, +taking
into account the factors enumerated in Section 27. in
addition to the need to stimulate the growth of
cooperatives and the objectives of fostering
responsible participation of the worker—beneficiaries
imn the creation of wealth-

In the determinatien of price that is just; not
only to the individual but to society as well, the RARC



mhall consult closely with the landowner and the
worker—heneficiaries-

in case of disagreement, the price as determined

by the RARC, if accepted by the workers—beneficiaries,

=hall he followed without prejudice to the landowner s

right to petition the Special Agrarian Court To rescive
the issue of valuations

CHAPTER X
FEegional Department of Agrarian Reform

Sec. 45. Lreation- — dn order  to implement

this Regional Agrarian Reform Law in  the Autonomous

Fegion. there iw hersby created a Regional Depariment

of  fSorarian Reform in Musiim Mindanao hersinafier

referred to as  the RDARFM.

This Department shall have the following powers:
functions and re&panglu&li%iea

o) Implament all agrarian laws ang for thic
DU Inse . issus subpoena, subposna duces teouum,
writ of execution of its decision, cite any
person  for contempt under penalbty of Law, =8 S
othey legal processes as may be necessary to
ErTEUTe the suCoess aridd expeditious
implementation of the Savarian Reform Frograms

b

il
ot

rotect and *UQPDT‘ £h

Underitake measures  to
Frois indigenous cultura

ancestral and o f the
commanities
Declare ai lands and natural respurces that hav
been asseseed  or opogupied by the indigenou
cultural communibiles since btime immenorial =

]

a part of the ancestral domain, subject to th

exemption under H-A. No. §734;
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L
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123

Formulate and promulgate operational g
rities  and regalations, priovities for
Haform Feooaram suitashle o th

circumstances prevailing in thes area o

ﬂ

~h i

widelines.

Rgrarian

special
Subonomy s

Coordinate program implementation with the Land
Bank of the Fhilippines, arrd ather agenciss.
including the mibitary, t0 hasz=ten the
implementation of the Agrarian Reform FPrograms

Soguire, administer, distribute and develop

agrical tiral land for the Agrarian Beform FProgramg

Undertake surveys of lands covered by th
Reform Frograms

Tasues gmancipation pabents to far

armuorkers covered by the fgrarian R

both privats and public lands,
necessary. sake administrative covrscti
sSame;

bimeres applicable, implement the pri
stawardship and set retenbtion limits
cwned and acaguirved by any individual
of what is allowed under the law:

Frovide iegal sSErvice e Agraria

beneficiaries and resolve agrarvian confl

i

Deciare 1and in the  aciual, op

& fgrarian

mErs and
aform Tor
and when

gris of the

poaplie of
for iands
ir sNCess

i Reform
ok

i

851, ar

§
unintervupted possession and cccugation by  he
t

indigenous cultural communities for
thirty (30 yvears as ancestral landss

Conduct conbinuing education arnd

&k isss

oromotion

programs  of the Agravian Reform bDeneficiaries,

landowners aryd Agrarian Retorm
government personnel. and the general p

Imstitutionalize the participation of
farmawarkers, farmers’® cobperatives and

advocates,

ublics
farmers,
Tarners"



associations in Agrarian Reforms policy
formulation and program implementation;

14) Exercise exclusive authority to approve and
disapprove conversion of agricultural lands into
residential, commercial and industrial purposes;

18 FPromote and protect the rights of farmers,
farmworkers and farmers® cooperatives and other
association of farmers and Agrarian Reform
beneficiaries; and

i6) Call upon agencies of the government to extend
full assistance, support and cooperation for the
success of the Agrarian Reform Programs.

17) Perform such other functions as may be provided by
law-

The Department shall be headed by a Regional
Secretary who cshall be appeinted by the Regional
Governor sub ject to confirmation by the Regional
Commission on Appointments-: He shall be assisted by one
(1) Regional Assistant Secretary-

The Regional Secretary. shall act as the chief
executive of the Department, who shall exercise all the
basic powers and authority inherent to his office and
responsibility. including appointment of personnel
below Director level, <suspension or removal of
personnel for cause. approval of disbursement as well
as administration of personnel and fiscal policies,
and such octher matters related to the functions of the
Department.

He shall serve as a member of the Cabinet with
portfelico and his term of office shall be at the
pleasure of the Regional Goevernor.

No person may be appointed as Regional Secretary

or Regional Assistant Secretary, unless he be of good
moral character and unquestionable integrity, & holder

39



of at least & hachelor degres  with TECOEniE
competence in management and administration.
resident and registered voter in the autonom
Region in Muslim Mindanaoc for at least fTive (5)
immediately preceding his appointmente

b

The appointment of ths Regional fAzssistant
Secrebars shall e dn accrodanees with ciwvii GETVICe

rules and regulstions.

Sec. 44. Salary and Other Benefiis. — The Region
Secretary and the Begional Assistant Gecrstary shs
receive compensabion and  sush  othsr @iliorwances a
may be authorized by Isw according o their respective
levels.

;:-.t w

Sec- 47- Agrarian Reform Adjudication Board-
Department shall have an Agravian Heform Adjudi

Board, which =shall serve as a mSrerial body
functions =imilar to its naticonal counterparts
Py shall be organized and constituted by

Regional Secretary- for the purposs of adjudicati
agravrian reform casss.

Ser. 48. Bureaus. — The Deparbment shall be
cupported and assisted by four {(4) buresus: (a} Hureau
of lLand Acguisition. Distribution snd Developments
()} Bureau of Agrarian Legal Assistance; o iy et
o f Flanming, Folicy, Research & Managemsnt

Information: and {(d) Bureau of Beneficiaries, Education
anc Community Bevelooment.

be Headed By =2

Each of these bureaus  shall
the Regional Governor

irector who shall be appointed by

according to Civil Servite Laws

The Department angd its bureaus shall be provided
with qrﬁ -opriate persomnel relevant to their functions
and esponsibilitiss with a staffing patiern and
pianti 13 of persannel . which shall be appropriated
with funds in  the annuai appropriations of the

Deparitment.



The Department shall be provided with

administrative support service=s, . such as the
Administrative Management Office and Finance, Budgest
and Management Office, and such technical offices as
may be necessary to include its previncial and

municipal offices to carry out its Functions and
responsibilities. The provincial and municipal offices
shall be headed by provincial agrarian reform officers
and municipal agrarian reform cofficers respectively.

The bureaus and provincial offices shall be
provided with necessary staff support services as
may be required to efficiently and effectively

discharge their functions and responsibilities-

Sec. 49. Within thirty <(30) days after the
approval of = this: Act, the organization ot the
Department shall be instituted, complete with a

staffing pattern and plantilla of personnel, which shall
be approved by the appropriate office of the Department
of Budget and Management.

Sec. S0. Appointment of Personnel. < All
appointments in the career service of the Department
shall be attested by the Civil Service Commissions

Sec. S1. Status of Personnel of the Interim

Department- - All personnel appointed to career
positions during the Interim Department of Agrarian
Reforms, or its equivalent, shall be accorded with
security of tenure and shall be given priority for

promotion to new positions in the new department subject
to Civil Service Law-

Sec- 52. Audit. -~ The financial account of
expenditures of the Department sha21ll be audited by the
Commission on Audit.



CHAaFTER X1
Support Services
Ser. 53. Creation of Support Services Office- -

There iz hereby created the office of Support Services
which shall provide general support and coordinative

sEyrvices i3 the implementation of the programn,
particulariy in  carrying out the provisicon of the
foilowing s@ErVices o farmer—hensficiaries s tal

affected landowners:

1} Trrigation facilities, gmapecially second
crop or dry season irrigation facilitips;

= Infrastructure development and public works
i =

projects in aresas and settlements that ome

under agrarian reform, and for this purpose,

the preparation of the physical development

plan of such settlement providing sititablie
barangay sSites, potable wmater and power
FESOUTTES irrigation systess and other
facilities for sound agricultbtural development
plang

=3 Government subsidies for the nse or
irrigation faciliiies;

43 Frire support and guarsntes for all
soricultural produce:

5 Extending to small landowners, farmers and
farmworkers organizations the NECESSaTY
credit, like concessional and callateral
free loans, fTor agro-industrialization based
o social cellaterals like the guarantes of
farmers organizations;

=8 Fromoting, develiooping arcl sxtending

um scals

financial assistance to small medi
industi-ies in agrarian reform areas;



A Aossigning sufficient numberes of agricul
extension workers to farmer s organizations;

&3 tndertake research, develooment and
dissemination of information on agrarian
reform  and low cost and ecoclogically sound
farm  inputs and thechpologiss o minimizs
reliance £ sxRpEnSive and importes
asgricultoaral inpulte;

S Development of coopsratives managessnt
through intensive trainingss
183
i1} fSdministration, operation  management =nd
Ffunding of suppert ssrvices programs Sng
proajecis including pilot projects and models
related to agrarian reform as developed By
the RDAHMM.
Sec« T4« Funding for Support Services- — In grder
2 and the cost of support services, i
(i oercent (25%) of =11 approprias
sarm shall be immediately st aside and
;i this mirpDoco. in —addition, the
authorized to package proposals  aad
aid and other forms of financizal
Iy Sources
Sec. SSe. BSuppoert Sesrvices to Heneficiaries. — ins
FARE  =shall ensure that support sevyvices o fTarmer
benetficiaries are provided, such as:
£ Land surveys and tiftiings:
B} ib i




cl Extensicn services by way of planting,
Cropping, production and post harvest
technoleogy transfer, as well as marketing
and management assistance and support to
cooperatives and farmers® organizations:

d?: Infrastructures such as access trail, mini-
dams , public wbtilities, marketing arsd
storage Tacilitiesy; and

el Research, production and use of organic
fertilizers and other local stubstances
necessary in farming and cultivstion-

The RARD shall formulate policies to ensure that
support services to farmer beneficiaries shall bBe
provided at ali stages of land reform-

Misuse or diversion of the financial and support

services herein provided shall resul: to sanction
against the beneficiaries guilty thereof, including
the forfeiture of the land transferred to him or
lesser sanctions as may be provided by the RaARC,
without prejudice to criminal prosecution.

Sec. 356« OSupport Services to the Landowners. -
The RARC, with the assistance of such other government
agencies and instrumentalities as it may direct,
shall provide the affected landowners of the agrarian
reform program with the following services:

al Investment, information, financial and
counselling assistance:

b3 Facilities, Frogram and schemes for +the
conversion or exchange of bonds issued for
payment of the land acquired with stocks and
bonds issued by the Autonomous GBovernment,
the LBP and other government institutions and
instrumentalities;

14y



c) Marketing of LBP bonds, as well as promoting
the marketability of said bonds in
traditicnal and non—-traditional financial
market, and stock exchanges; and

d) Other services designated to utilize
productivity of the proceeds of the sale of
such market for rural industrializations

A landowner who invests in rural-based industries
shall be entitled to the incentives granted to a
registered entarprise engaged in a picneer or
preferred area of investment as provided in thes
Omnibus Investment Code of 1987, or to such gther
incentives as the RARC, the LBP, or other government
financial institutions may provide-

The LBF shall radeem a landowner®s LBF bonds at
face value, provided that the proceeds therecf shall be
invested in RBOI-ARMM registered company or in any

agri-business or agro—industrial enterprise in the
region where the landowner has previocusly made
investments, to the extent of thirty percent (30%) of
the face value of said LBF bonds, sub ject to the

guidelines that shail be issused by the LEBEP-

Sec. 57. Land Consolidation. — The RDARMM shalil

carry out land consolidation project to promote egual
distribution of iandholding. toc provide the needed
infrastructure 1in agriculture, and to conserve scii
fertility and prevent erosion.

CHAPTER XII
Special Areas of Concerns and External Affairs

Sec. 58. Special Areas of Concerns and External

Affairs. = As an integral part of the Regional
Agrarian Reform Program (RARF) ;. the following
principles in these special areas of concern and
external affairs shall be chsarved:



i

i

1

it

Subsistence Fishing — Emall ficherfolks,
including seawesd farmers, shall b assus e
of oreatey access to  the hidi

waber resources-

Logging and Mining Concessions —

the reguirement of a balance ecology = |
conservation of water rescuroces, =
aYERs o determinsd By the gional
Department e f Envirornment and Matural
Fesources (RDENR), in logging, mining and
nashire srEas, =hall be opened up oy

aqrari%n settlements of the members of T“he

indigeneons cultural communities, Frovided,
howevers . that beneficiaries shall be
reguired to undertake production methods in
STEas where lands are Fitted Tor crep
production.

Sub sect to existing laws, ruiss  and
regulations, the indigenous sl turai
communities shall be vernr privileges to

g =
enjoy and exploit the products of the fores
gther than fimber esspecially within the
logging concessions-

Sparsely Occupied FPublic Agricultural Lands -—
Sparsely otcupisd agricultural lands of the
public domain shall be suwrveyved, proclaimed
and  be developed as  farm settlemsnts Tor
agualified landless member of the indigenous
cultural communitiss based on an organized
program o ensure their orderly and early

devaelopment- Agricultural land allocations
s=hall be made far ideal family size farm as
determined by he RQHE» indigsnous

Thyes
culiural COImLTN 1t*ew hall be given
preference in this respect

Subject to the prior right
beneficiaries cultivating lands of *hc oupiys




d)

e)

=)

g)

domain, the same shall be made available on a
lease basis te interested and gualified
parties, belenging o the indigenous
cul tural communities- Parties who will
engage in the development of capital
intensive, traditional or pioneering crops
shall be given priority.

The 1lease period, which shall not be
more than a total of fifty (50) years shall
be proportionate to the amount of investment
and production goals of the lessee- A system
of evaluation and audit shall be instituted.

Idle; Abandoned, Foreclosed and Sequestered
Lands - Idle, abandoned, foreclosed and
sequestered lands shall be planned for
distribution as homelots and family-sized
farmlots to actual occcupants I1Ff land area
permits, other landless families <shall be
accommodated in these lands-

Rural Women — All gqualified women members of
the agricultural labor force must be
guaranteed and assured egual rights to
ownership of the land, egual shares of the
farms produced and representation in advisory
or appropriate decision—making bodies.

Veterans and Retirees — Landless war veterans
and veterans of military campaigns, their
surviving spouses and orphans, retirees of
the Armed Forced of the Philippines (AFF) and
the Fhilippine NMational Police {PNFP ),

returness, surrenderees and similar
beneficiaries who are members of the
Bangsamoro Mu jahideen shall be given
preference in the disposition of agricultural
lands of the public domain.

Agricultural Graduates = Gracduates of

agricul tural schools who are landless and



native inhabitants of the area of aubonomy
mhall be assizted By thies Subonomous
Government through the RDARMM in their desire
to own and till the agricultural lands.

CHAFPTER XIII

Frogram Iimplementation

Sec. 59. The Regional Agrarian Reform Council
(RQRC)- — The Regional Agrarian Reform Council or sted
3 virtue of Executive Order No- 1, SBeries of 1974
issusd hy the Regional Boverner is composed af the
Regional Governor as Chairmang the Begicnal Eecrﬁt% cies
af Agrarian Refoirm, Aogriculturs & Eichpriocs
snd Environment and Natural Resources  as vice"ﬁhalrmEG;
and the Euecutive Secretary, Cabined Secretary.
Regional Secretaries of Labar and Employvment, Interior
and Local Government, Fublic WHorks and Highwavs.
Trade and Industry, and the Executive Divectors of
Regional Planning and Development Office of HBahthern
Cultural Communities; and of Hpousing Land ise and
Regulatory Hoard, as memberss

The different =sgencies found in the ARMM whose
membership are very vital in the sffective performance
of the FRegional Agrarian Reform Council (RAREY . and
those whose membership are properly represented in  the
Earc =uch as the Qﬂcretar} of Budget and Management,
Lives Director - Seneral of Mational Economic ansd
Development Authority and the Fresident of +the Land
Zank ©f the Philippines are likewise members of the RARD
wherein the partigipation of theilr Fegional Head in
the RAREC shall be coordinated by the Regional Governor
a= the EA&RD Chairman with their respective Department
Secretaries andifor Heads of Offices. The Resgional
Governor shall also appeint two (2} representatives
trom  the agrarvian reform beneficliaries ang affected
landowners pey province in the area of autonomy 5

members of the RHOARD.

[



Sec. &60. Executive Committee. — There shall be an
Frecutive Commities {(EXCOM) of the RARD as spelled cag®

ifn Executive Order Mo. i, Series of 1994, Section X
mherein the Regional Secretary of RDARPF as
Chairmans and the Regional Secretaries of the Riak 5
RDEMR, RDFWH, the Executive Secretary. and i
Cabinet Secretary of the Auionomous Region in PFuslis
Mindanao are members. Unless otherwise direcied by the
ARl the EXCOM may meet and decide on any matiers in
hetwesn mestings of the RaRCE Frovided, however .
that ite decizion ausi be reporisd o ths RARC

immediately and not later than the next meeling.

Sec. o1 Secretariat. — & RARD Secretariat is
hershy established to provide general support and
coordinative ssrvices such as inier—agency linkagessg
program  and  project appraisal and evaluations and
general operations monitoring for the EARD.

The Secretariat shall be headed by the Regional
Secretary of Agrarian Reform who shall be assisted Dy
the Assistant Regional Secretary and supportied by a
=taff whose compensation shall be chargeable against
focal Funds, Lumpsum Appropriations under the Office
of the Regional BGovernor and the agrarian Reform Fund
e be shared by the Fresidential Agrarian Hefors
Council (FARC]) out of the Agrarian Reform Fund as
provided by law to finance the Mational Comprehensive
fgrarian Reform Frogram. ALl officers and emplovess
of the Socretariat shall be  appointed by the Regional
Secretary of the Regional Depariment of Aararian HetTors
ERDARMF)Y in Fusiise findanaoa

Sec. &2. Provincial Agrarian Reform Coordinating
Committes (PARCCOM). — A Frovincial Agrarian Refors
Coordinating Committee (FARCCOM) is hereby created in
each province in the area of aultonomy, composed of a
Chairmang who shall bs appointed by the Regional
fGowernor upon recommendation of the EXCOM, the AR
Frovincial Agrarian Reform Officer II of a certain
province as Executive Ogfficer and aneg {13
representative sach from the Regional Depariments of

i



griculture and Fisheries and of Environment and Matursl

RFbDuiber and from the Land Bank of the FPhilippines,
agrarian reform bensficiaries, cooperatives and non-
government organizations in the provinces, two {2)
representatiy fyrom landpwners, at isast ocre {1} of
whom shall be a producer vepresenting the orincigal
eran . of the province, and two (29 representatives
from farmers ard farmworker —beneficiaries. a2t
least one of whom shall be a farmer and farmworker
representing the principal crop of the provinoe, as
menbers: Frovided, That in areas where there are

Christian minorities, the latter shall likewise have
Gne {1) representative.

The PARCCOM shall coordinate and monditor  The
implementation of the Regional Agrarian Reform Frogram
LHARF ) in the grovince- 1t shall provide information
o the provisions of the RARF guidelines issued Bv the
BARD and on the progress of the RARF in the province-

Sec. &R2. Province by Frovince Implementation. -—
The RARC shall provide the guidelines of the Regional

Agrarian Reform Program (RARF). The fifteen (135) year
program from the effectivity of this Act; L 1F TR o -]
distribution  of pablic and private lands in eacn
province ;haii be adjusted from yvear e year by the
grmvinca“a FARDDOM in  accordance with the level of

ppevations previously established by the FARC, in every
case ensuring that support services are available or

have been programmed before actual distribution is
efiected-

Sec. H4. Harangay Agrarvian ReTorms Committes
(RARCY- - Hnless otherwise provided in this Act, the
provision of Exwscutive Order No. 22Y regarding  she
organization of the Barangay Agrarian Reform Commities

(RARDY shall be in effeci-

Sec. &5 Functions of the Barangay Rfgrarian
Feform Committes. — In additicon to those provided in
Exescutive Urder P 28%. the Harangay Agrarian Heform

Commi btee shell have the fﬂlimwing functions:




iz

Mediate and conciliiate Setwesn parties
invalved in ap agrarian digpute including
matbers related to fenurial ang fTinancial
arrangemsents:

fzsist in the identification of naltified
Bemeficiaries and landowners within the
Barangays

Sttest +n Ehe @oourecy of @ fhe initial
parcellary mapping of the benpeficiary s
t3illsges

Assist qualifieﬂ Beneficiaries in obhtaining
credit fr Isnding institutions:

gasist  in the initial detsrminstion of the
values of the Iland:

gscist  the RDARMM @ represeniative

prepavratbion of periodic veports

Reglanal Aorarian Reforsm Frogram
imnlenentation far submission

RDoEMM.

Coordinate the delivery of support services
o beneficiariesy and

siieh  othery functions as may he
signed by the RBDARMH.

17 The Barangay aAdrarion Beform Commiiies
shald —endeavd: o sediate, smposdiiatbes
sz sebble agrarian dissiiies lodged
before it within thirity (30} days from
its taking cognizance thereot . f
after. Ethe tapse of the Shirey (30 day
period. it iz unable it =zeikiis  the
disnuie, iE shatll Issne

terkificatinon =f its procesdings
=halbl Sfurnich o copy therea?t upon  Ehs



parties within seven (7} days after the
expiration of the thirty (30) day pericd-

Sec. 6&6- Legal Assistance- — The Barangay Agrarian
Reform Committee or any member thersby may whenever

necessary, in the exercise of any of its functions
hereunder,; seek the 1legal assistance of the Regional
Solicitor GSeneral and\or the provincial/city/municipal

government prosecutors or legal officers.

Sec- &67. Rules and Regulations. — The Regional
Agrarian Reform Council and the Regional Department of
Agrarian Reform shall have the power to issue rules and
regulations, whether substantive or procedural, to
carry out the objective and purposes of this Act,
Said rules shall take effect ten (10) days after
its publication in two {(2) newspapers of regicnal
circulation-.

CHAPTER XIV

Administrative Adjudication

Sec- &8- Buasi-Judicial Powers of the Regional

Department of Agrarian Reform- — The Regional Department
of Agrarian Reform in Mustim Mindanas is hereby
vested with primary jurisdiction to determine and
ad judicate agrarian reform and ancestral domain

matters and shall have exclusive jurisdiction eof the
Regional Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and
the Regional Department of Environment and Natural
Resources on matters related to regional agrarian reform
disputes. '

It shall not be bound by the technical rules of
procedure and/or evidence but shall proceed to hear and

decide all cases, disputes or controversies in the
most expeditious manner, employing all reasonable
means to ascertain the facts of every case in

accordance wWith justice and eguity and the merits of



the case. Toward this end, it shall sdopt s uniform
rutle of procedure fo schisve a just, supeditious and
insxdpensive determination of svery actbion oy procesdings
before it,; but every decision shall supress therein
clearly and distinctly the Tacits and the law on  which
it is based.

It shall have Gthe powsry  to  summon witnesses,

administer oaths, take testimony, reguire vbmission
o f Fepbribs, compesl the production of bogks and
documents and answers to interrogatories and  issue
subpoena,. and subposnoa duces tecum and o enforce iEs
wyrih through shHor s ops other ot Ly Cepn bl e

officers. 1t shall likewise have the power o imposs
disciplinary action and may punish offenders for direct

and\or  dndivect contempt  and subject the same £
penalties as may  be provided in the RBules of Court
which iz  hereby adopted in suppletory character

for the purpose-

Fecoonsible Tarmer leadevs shall be allowed to
represent themnselves, their fellow farmers, o their
organizatiocn in any procesedings before the Regicnal
Department of figrarian Reforms Frovided, however .
that when there are two or more representatives for
any -individual or groun . the representatives shoold
chonse  only one among themselves Lo reoressnt =such

party oy group before any RDARMM proceedings-

Notwithetanding an appeal to the Conrt of fSppeslis
the decision of +the RDARMH shall be immediatelv
execttory aftter the lapse of fifteen (18} davs fro
receipt of the decisien unless rvesbrained by the Uourt
of Appeals or the Buprems Courts

Bec. &% Finality of Determination- — fny case or
controversy shaill be decided within thirky (30} days
after 1t iz submitied for resocluticons Bnty one €1
motion for reconsideration shall be allowed- Any order,
ruliing oy decision shall be final after the lapse of
fiftesen (15) davs from receipt of a copy  thersof
unless restrained as  asbove statsd-

e 1
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Sec. 70. Frivolous Appeals. — o discourage
frivolous or dilatory appeals from the decisicns

&
order on the local oy provintial levels, Tthe Regiocnal
Department of Agrarian Reform may imposs reasonable
penaltiss, including but not iIimnited to fines and

cencureas upon erving partiss.

Bgc. 7i. Certification of the Barangay Agrarian
Reform Committese. — The Regional Department of Agrarian

Reform shail not take cognizance of FITY agrarian
dispute or controversy unless & certification
the HBarangay Aorarian Heform Committes that
dispute has been submitted to it for mediation
conciliation without any success  of sethiement
presonteds: Frovided, nowever, that i

L 5

certification is idissued by the RBARD within Ehirdy  (30)
davs after a matter or issue is submitted to it for
mediation or conciliation, the case or dispute may be
Brought before the Regional Agrarian Reform Councii-

EHAPTER XY

dJudicial Revisw

Bec- 72- Certiorari. — éAny decision, order, award
or ruling of the Regional Department of Agrarian Reform
orr any agrarian dispute or on any matter pertaining
the apolicabion, implementation, enforcement
intsypretation of this Act and citbher pertinent laws on
agrarian reform may be brought o the Court of Appeals
or the Supreme Court by way of certicrari = woepht  as
otherwise provided in this fAct within fiftesn (15} days

ot

from receipt of & cony thereof-

the finding of facts of the Regional Department of
Aararian eform shall be final and conclusive it bassd
D substantial evidence-

Sec. 73- No Restraining Order or FPreliminary

Injunetions ~ No cotrt-dn the Fhilippines « except the



Potart of Appealis  and the Supreme Court shall  hav
jurisdiction +to issue any restraining order or writ
preli leary injunction against the Regional Agrarian

Refor Council ooamy of ike duly anthorized  or
dezignateﬁ agenciss in Sy Case, dizputs ar
controveray arising Trom, DECSBEsTY toy, or in
connechion with the spplication, implementation,
enfarcement oy dnterpretation of this &ck and other
neErtinent law=s on agrarian refoarm

Sec. 74. GSpecial Agrarian Court. — The SBupreme
Court shall designate at ?east ar=c L1 heanch 87 $he
Regional Trial Court (RTEY within sach province o ack

as Special Agrarian Court.

The Supreme Court may designate mare branchez o

constitute such additional Special Agrarian Courts as
may ba Aeressary to cope with the number of asgrarian
cases  in each pravince. In the designation. the
Supreme Lourt shall give preference o the Regional
Trial Courts shvich  have been assigned to handle
agrarisn cases or whose presiding judoes were  former
jvdges of the defunct Court of Agrarian Relations.

The Regional Trial Court (K7€) judges de=signated

i act g Specisl Agrarvian Courhs shall suercise =3id
special jurisdiction  in additiar to the reguiar
jurisdiction of btheir recspective courts

The Special Agrarian Courls shall have the pgwera
and prerogatives inherent in or belonging ®o Ehe
Regional Trial Courts.

Bec - 73w  bBpecial Jurisdiction: <~ The Special
Agrarian Courts shall have the original and exclusive
Jjurisdichtion over all petitions for the determinabtion
o Ju=t compensation o landowners, ard e
prosecution of a1l criminal offenses under this Actk-
The Rules of Court shall apply fe all orocesdings
before the Special Agravian Courts. unless modified



The Special Agrarian ECourts shall decide all
appropriate case under their special jurisdiction within
thirty (30) days from submission of the case for
decisions

Sec. 76« Appointment of Commissiconers. - The
Special Agrarian Courts, upon their ocwn initiative or
at the instance of any of the parties, may appoint
one or more Commissioners to examine, investigate and
ascertain facts relevant to the dispute. including the
valuation of properties and to file a written report
thereof within the court:

Sec. 77. Orders of the Special Agrarian Courts.—
No aorder of +the Special Agrarian Courts on any issue,
question, matter cor incident raised before them shall
be slevated to the appellate courts until the hearing
shall have been terminated and the case decided on the
merits.

Sec. 78- Appeals. — An appeal may be taken from
the decision of the Special Agrarian Courts by filing a
petition for review with the Court of Appeal within
fifteen (18) days from receipt of notice of the
decision; otherwise, the decision shall become Tinal.

An appeal from the decision of the Court of Appezal
or from any arder, ruling or decision of the Regional
Department of Agrarian Reform, as the case may be,

shall be appealable by way of a petition for review
with the Supreme Court within a non— extendible peried
of Ffifteen (15) days from the receipt of a copy aof

said decision-

Sec. 79 Procedure on Review. — Review by the
Court of Appeal or the Bupreme Court,; as the case may
be shall be governed by the Rules of Court. The Court
of Appeals; however, may reguire the parties to file
simultanecus memoranda within a pericd of fifteen {(135)
days from notice, after which the case is deemed
submitted for decisions

=oAL



Sec. BO. Freferential Attention in Courts- — A1l
courds  in Bhe Fhilippines Both triail and appsliate,
shall give preferential atteﬂtimn to all cases arvising
Trom oy in connection with the implementation of the
provision of this Act«

All  Egeec pan”*ng in court arising from or in

155 &

connection with the isplementation of this Act sha
continue to be heard, Eried and decided antil

finality notwithstanding the expiration of the fifteen
{15) year period mentioned in Section 5 hereaf.

CHAPTER XYI

Financing

Sec. 81l. Funding Socurce- — The initial amount
needed to implement this Act for the pericd of fifteen
{i5} vyears upon approval hereof shall be funded from
the fgrarian Feform Fund created under Sections 24 and
21 of Executive Order po. 227.

Additional amounts are hereby authorized to be
appropriated from the local  funds when negeded to
augment the Agrarian Reform Fund in order to fully

implement the provisions of this 8cte

Sources of funding or appropriations shall include

the followin

I.E] 43

&1 Proceeds of the saless  of the Gesets
Frivatizgation Trustos

30 Fortion of amounLE acocruing o] the
Fhilippines -from &ll spurces of  official
foreign aid grants and concessional financing

from 211 countries, to be used Tfor the
specific purpose of financing nyoducEion
credits, infrastructures and obher support

services reguired by this act;




=i} Shared portion of Fund 158 a2 35
o Sgrarian reform prooran
onive and

3} Other government Ffunds pot
appropriateds

£11 funds appropriated to implement the provisions
af this St ssrrmd e considered continuing
approgriations curing tha period ot
implementation:

Bec. 82. Financial Intermediary for the Regional
Agrarvian Reform Frograme. — The Land Bank of the
Fhilippines shall be the financial intermediary for
the Reggional SBgravian Feform Program. angd shsll
insure that the social justice wtgﬁcfivea Tor the ROARF
shall eniovy & preference among diks prioritiss.

CHAFTER XVII

Gensral FProvisions

Sec. 83- Conversion of Lands. — After the lapse

af five (5) yvesrs from its award, when the land ceases
to be ucmnmmi*sliy feasible and sound for agvricultursl
purposes, o Tthe locality has become uarbanized and
the will  have = greater economic walue for
residential, commercial or indusirisl purposes, Ehe
Fegional Depariment af  fAgrarvian Reform, upon
application  of fhe beneficiary or the landowner, w®ith
e notice Lo Ehe affected partiss and
subiect to the esxisting laws, may auvthorize the
reciassification or conversion of the iand and its
disposition: Frovided, That the beneficiary shall have
fully paid hi=s ochligaticn-

Sec. B4. Exemptions Trom Taxes and Fees of Land
Transfer. — Transactions uander this  Act invalving a
transfer of  ownership, whether Trom natural BT

i 2o



judicial persons shall e exempled from tases arising
from capital gaing. These transactions shall aisc Le
gnempted from pavment of registration fees, and si1
ather taxes zand feesz Tor the conveyance of bransfer
therpﬁ$= Frovided, that =1l arrearages in real
proper tavEs, without pernalty or inpterest, shall
he Daduc ibhle from  the compensstion to which the gunsy
may be entitled-

Hec. 85. Fres Registration of Fatents and
Titles: — All Register of Deeds are hersby directed &o

£

register, frem rom payvment of all fses and other
charges.,  patenis, titlies and docusments reguired  for
e 'm=1¢m_ﬂtati5n of bthe Regional fSararvian Reform
Frogram-

Sec. 8é4. Immunity ot Bovernment aaoencies

from Undue Interference-. — Mo  injunction, restraining
arders, prohibiftion or mandamus  shall bs  iszsued by

the lowsr courts against the FEegionael Department of
Aorarian HetTorm, the Regional Department of
Agriculbure and Fishevies, the Fegional Department of
Environment and Natural Reso uroes and the Department
af Justice in theiy implementation of the programs
Sec.  87. Assistance af Other Sovernment
Entities. — The Hegional Agrarian Refors Council., ir
the exercise of its functions, ig hereby authorized to
call upon the assistance of other government SgeEncles.
Burs and offices  including government owned or
controlled cprporations and  the Armed Forces of the
Philippines as wmell as the Philipping National Police.

Sec. BB« Disposition of Private Agriculitursl
Lands. - The sale or disposition of agricultural lands

raetained by =2 iandowner as a cpnsequencs of Section &
hereot shail be walic as_  long as the total
landholdings - that shall be owned by the transferee
thereof inclasive of the land to be scguired shail ot
sxceed the landhslding ceilings provided for 4in  this

L.




Briy- sale o disposition  of sSgricolitarasl lands
fter the effectivity of this Act found to be contrary
e provision hereof shall be null and void-

e f
)

Transferee of agricultural lands shall furpish the
appropriate Register of Desds ang the Harangay quarl
Hefarn ommitier an affidavit atiesting that his ta
landholdings as a result of the said atqu15:ticn ds B
ewceed the landhoiding teiling- The Regisier of Deeds
=hall not register the transfer of any agricultura
iland withoutb the submission of this sworn  statemen
together with proof of service of a copy thereof to
tihe Barangay Bgravian Reform Commi thes-

Sec. 8%. Bank HMortgages- — Hanks and obther
financial institutions allowsed by law teo hold mortogage
e security interest in agricultural lands fo
mscurs Loans and other onligations of borrowers, may
aoguire bitle B these mortgaged properties
regardliess of  aves, subject o sxisting laws £
compulsory transfer ot forecliosed pousts =1t
acquisition as prescribed under Section 26 of this Act-

Sec. 0. |ease, Management, Grower or Sgrvice
Contracts, Mortgage and Other Claims- — Land covered by
this act under loass.  management. grower oF 2 service
contracts arid the like shalil be disposed as follows:

U

&3 Lepase, management, grower o service
contracts covering private lands may continus
virrdder their priginal terms arid
conditions until the expiration of the Same
evern 1F such lannds have in the meanbime  been

transforred to gusiiftied ben EflCl&?iEﬁ“ and
- ;

B} mortoage  amngd other claims registered with
the FMegister of Deeds =hall be assumed by the
government up to an amount eguivalent o the
landpwner s compensation value as provided in
thie A8t

X
¥



Sec.

21« Prohibited Acts and Omissions. - The

follewing are prohibited:

a)

b

c)

d)

e)

The ownership or possession for the purpose
of circumventing the provisions of this Act,
of agricultural lands in excess of the total
retention limits or award ceilings by any
person, natural or juridical, except those
under collective ownership by farmer
beneficiariess;

The forcible entry or illegal detainer by
persons  who are not gualified beneficiaries
under this Act to avail themselves of the
rights and benefits of the Agrarian Reform
Programsj

The conversiaon by any landowner of his
agricultural land into any non-agricultural
use with the intent to avoid the  application
of this Act %o his landholdings and to
dispossess his tenant farmer of the land
titled by them;

The willful prevention or ochstruction by any
PETSOn , association or entity of the
implementation of the Regional Agrarian
Reform Preogram;

The sale, transfer, conveyance or change of
the nature of lands outside of urban centers
and city limits either in whole or in part
after the effectivity of this Act. The date
of the registration of deed of conveyance in
the Register of Deeds with respect to titled
lands and the date of the issuance of the tax
declaration to the transferee of the property
with respect te unregistered lands., as the
case may be,; shall be conclusive for the
purpose of this Act; and

61l



ER The sales, transfer or conveyance by &
beneficiary of the vight to use or any ﬁther
uvsufructusry rights over the lﬁnﬁ he acguirsd
By  vivtue of bging & beneficiary il orge

2!
to circumvent the provision of thi

H 4
it
il

e

Secs Y2« Fenalities: — 8ny person who knowingly or
wilifully wipiate any provigion—of this Act shall be
punished by imprisonment of not less than Lhres {32
vears to nok more  than six (&) yvears or 3 -Tin ot
not  less than Ten Thousand Fesos LRIy, DQUHZ"} but
not more than Fiftesn Thousand Pescs (BID, 000.00)  or

Fi o2

both, at the discretion of the court-

I¥ +the offender is & corporation or ssooiaticn,
the officers vesponsible theree?d shall hE criminaiiy

liable-

HSec. 3. Suppletory Application of Existing
tegislation- — The provisions of Hepublic Act No. &657

oL Pﬁﬁunl Aot No. 3844 as amernted, Presidential
Deores Hmsn B7 ang BAd as  amended, Executive Oider
Nos. #88 and 282, both of Ssries of 17873 annd other
laws noh inconsistent with  this Aot shrall have
suppliebtory sffect-

Hec. 94. Apprapriations-— The Ffunds allocatexrt 10
the Interim spartment of Agrarvian Reformss - its
eguivalent, 1ﬁ”1¢£1mg its assets and lisbilities,
z=hall be transTerred to the new Depariment creabed by
Bhis Acobk. Thereafbter, the regilay appropriations  for
the newly crested Depariment shall be included i the
amnual  budget of the Autonomous Hegiconal Government.

Sec- 95. Hepealing Clause- — A1l regional laws,

orders, menoranda o any administrative issuasnces.
mrles ar reguiations, 5 g parts thereot .

inconsistent with this Act are heveby repealed. amended
oy modified accordingly-

Sec T4« Separability Clause- — IF any part of
this ﬁ:% i decliared unconestitulional or invalid, the
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